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UNIT 12.2 INTRODUCTION 
 

 

This unit uses literature focus to continue exploring global issues and perspectives and 
extend students’ knowledge of literary techniques. 
 

The skills of critical understanding of poetry, drama, and fiction involve learning to read 
language on a figurative, symbolic, and factual level. Poetry, for example, through rhythm, 
metaphor and alliteration, can communicate emotional and spiritual meaning as well as 
facts. A novel, by extending imagery through narrative, can make sense of our lives on a level 
beyond fiction. Characterization and literary style can influence our perceptions and create 
bias. 
 

This unit emphasises the skills of critical understanding and the development of creative 
writing skills. 
 

This Unit consists of three topics and each Topic has 4 sub-topics 
 

12.2.1 ELEMENTS OF TEXTS 
12.2.1.1 Introduction to Texts 

12.2.1.2 Purposes of Texts 

12.2.1.3 Audience 

12.2.1.4 Context 

12.2.1.5 Personal Context of Text 

12.2.1.6 Social Context of Text 

12.2.1.7 Cultural and Historical Context of Text 

12.2.1.8 Tone of Text 

12.2.1.9 Language of Text  

12.2.1.10 Features of Language Text 

 

12.2.2 SHORT STORIES 

12.2.2.2.1 What are short Stories 

12.2.2.2.2 Aspects of Short Stories 

12.2.2.2.3 Techniques in Writing Short Stories 

12.2.2.2.4 Analysing a Short Story 

 

12.2.3 DRAMA AND NOVELS 

12.2.3.1 What is Drama 

12.2.3.2 Technical and Performance Aspects of Drama 

12.2.3.3 Analysing Drama 

12.2.3.4 What are Novels 

12.2.3.5 Analysing Novels 
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 12.2.4 POETRY 

12.2.4.1 Understanding Poetry 

12.2.4.2 Imagery of a Poem 

12.2.4.3 Behind the Mask: Exploring Culture Through Poetry 

12.2.4.4 Evaluating Poetry 

12.2.4.5 What is Lost in Transalation: Poetry and Paraphrase 
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At the end of this unit you should be able to: 
 

 identify purposes and intentions of writers and the literary means by which they 

create sympathy or otherwise towards their subjects or ideas. 

 identify and describe the ways in which metaphor, symbolism, and other poetic 

devices are used to communicate. 

 read poetry from around the world. 

 analyse and write song lyrics as poetry. 

 create an individual poetry anthology, containing: 

-    at least three poems. 

-    commentaries on the poems, both on language and theme. 

-    one original poem (or set of song lyrics). 

-    a bibliography, listing literary and non-literary sources of inspiration for the   

original poem. 

 write original poetry.  

- use figurative and symbolic language. 

- use rhythm and rhyme and the music of language. 

 study the form and language features of drama and play scripts. 

 read a play script or film script that deals with an issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 write a character profile. 

 give examples of how plot, character, setting, movement and activating sound 

effects and music are used in drama to construct meaning out of recreated 

experience. 

 read at least one longer story, or a number of short stories, that deal with various 

issues. 

 demonstrate understanding of the form and language conventions of short stories. 

 
  

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
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Study Guide 
 
Below are the steps to guide you in your course study. 
 

Step 1: Carefully read through each module. In most cases, reading through a lesson 
once is not enough. It helps to read something over several times until you 
understand it. 

Step 2: There is an instruction below each activity that tells you to check your 
answers. Turn to the marking guide found at the end of each module and 
mark your own written answers against those listed under the Answers to 
Activities. Do each activity and mark your answers before moving on to the 
next part of the module. 

Step 3: After reading the summary of the unit module, start doing the Practice 
Exercise. Refer to the module notes. You must do only one practice exercise 
at a time.  

Step 4: Below each Learning activity, there is an instruction that says: 
 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next  
part.  

 
Turn to the marking guide at the end of the Unit and mark your own written 
answers against those listed under the Answers to Learning Activity. 

Step 5: When you have completed a practice exercise and marked your answers, go 
back to the module and correct any mistakes you may have made before 
moving on to the next Unit. 

Step 6: Study the entire module following Steps 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
 

Here is a sample Study Timetable for you to use as a guide. Refer to it as a reminder of your 
study times.  
 

TIME MON TUE WED THU FRI 

8:00-10:00 F  O  D  E           S  T  U  D  Y 

10:00-11:00  

1:00-2:00  

2:00-4:00  

6:00-7:00  

7:00-9:00 
Listen to or watch current affairs programmes. Write your diary or read a 
book. 

 
A timetable will help you to remember when you should be doing your FODE studies each 
day.
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   Time Frame 
 

This unit should be completed within 10 weeks. 
 
 

If you set an average of 3 hours per day, you should be able to complete the unit 
comfortably by the end of the assigned week. 
 
Try to do all the learning activities and compare your answers with the ones provided at the 
end of the unit. If you do not get a particular exercise right in the first attempt, you should 
not get discouraged but instead, go back and attempt it again. If you still do not get it right 
after several attempts then you should seek help from your friend or even your tutor. Do not 
pass any question without solving it first. 
 
The following icons or symbols are used throughout this course. The following are the 
meanings of these icons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading Activity Learning Activity 

 Speaking Activity Vocabulary 
Activity 

 

 
Time Frame Learning 

Outcomes 
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 12.2.1  ELEMENTS OF TEXTS 

 

12.2.1.1  Introduction to Text 
 
The word text has been used in different ways over a period of time. Some years ago, when 
we talked about studying ‘text’ we meant studying novels, plays, and poetry. Nowadays the 
word ‘text’ means any written , spoken or visual communication involving language, and 
includes reports, recounts, explanations, instructions, films, television programs, 
advertisements and any other visual communication such as computer graphics. 
 
A text is used to convey meaning. There are three main categories of texts: factual texts, 
literary texts and media texts. Well-known texts include novels, poems, diaries, letters and 
autobiographies.  
 
Factual text 
Writing is done for a number of different purposes and for different audiences. These 
different forms of writing are often known as text types at school. Factual texts inform, 
instruct or persuade by giving facts and information. The following table shows some factual 
text types and their examples. 
 

Factual text type Purpose Examples 

Factual description 
 

Describes a place or thing 
using facts. 

Landscape description 
 

Factual recount 
 

Retells events which have 
happened in time order. 

Historical report 
Ex.  How did Japanese 
soldiers treat civilians in PNG  

Information report 
 
 
 

Classifies, describes and 
gives factual information 
about people, animals, things 
or phenomena. 

Facts about whales 
Ex. Blue whale is the largest 
animal ever to have lived on 
Earth 

Procedure 
 

Gives instructions on how to 
make or do something 

Recipe instructions manual 
Ex. How to bake scones 

Procedural recount 
  

Tells how something was 
made or done in time order 
and with accuracy. 

Documentaries, 
Science experiment and its 
result 

Explanation Explains how or why 
something happened. 

The life cycle of a butterfly 
comes in four stages: 
Stage 1 – Eggs 
Stage 2 - Caterpillar 
Stage 3 – Chrysalis or Pupa  
Stage 4 - Butterfly 

 
Literary text 
A literary text is a piece of written material such as a book or poem that has the purpose of 
telling a story or entertaining as a fictional novel. Its primary function as a text is usually 
aesthetic but it may also contain political messages or beliefs. Literary text also elicits an 
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 emotional response by using language to create mental images. The table below shows 

literary text types and their examples. 
 

Literary text type Purpose Examples 

 Literary description Describes people, characters, 
places and things in imaginative 
way. 

Description of a character or 
setting within a story. 

Literary recount Retells events from novels, 
plays, films, and personal 
experiences to entertain others.  

- A recount of a traditional 
story, For example: Sepik 
myth “Lizard and 
Crocodile”. 

-  A humorous and creatively 
interpreted recount of an 
ordinary incident that 
actually took place. 

Personal response Gives a personal opinion on a 
novel, play or film referring to 
parts of the passage. 

- What did you like about the 
artwork and why? 

- Describe why you do or do    
  not like this story /poem. 

Review  Summarises, analyses, and 
assesses the appeal of a novel, 
play or film. 

A commentary on a film, play 
book, and so on 

Narrative Tells a story using a series of 
events. 

Picture books, cartoons, 
mystery, fantasy, adventure, 
science fiction, historical 
fiction, fairytales, myths, 
legends, fables, plays 

 
Media text 
The media text is any media product we wish to examine whether it is a television program, 
a book, a poster, a popular song, the latest fashion, and so on. You can identify and probably 
discuss with others what the type of text is—cartoon, rock video, fairy tale, police drama, 
and so on—and how it differs from other types of text. You can identify its meaning and 
discuss such features as narrative structure, how meanings are communicated, values 
implicit in the text, and connections with other texts. Anyone who receives a media text, 
whether it is a book to read alone or a film viewed in a theatre, is a member of an audience. 
It is important that you are able to identify the audience(s) of a media text. Texts are 
frequently designed to produce audiences, which are then sold to advertisers.  
 

Media text may come in printed format like newspaper, magazine or book. It may also be 
broadcast like television and radio. Media text may also be modern. Modern media is a 
means to convey text messages but not in the traditional way. It may be printed, mobile 
phone, computer and internet. 
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The following words are used in the previous discussions. Use your dictionary or use the 
context in their discussion to get their meanings and identify the part of speech of each 
word as well. The first one is  done for you. 

 

  Word   Part of Speech              Meaning 
For example: 
 
 instruct          verb   to teach or give an explanation_  
1.  media   ____________   __________________________ 

2.  commentary  ____________   __________________________ 

3.  convey   ____________   __________________________ 

4.  aesthetic  ____________   __________________________  

5. recount  ____________   __________________________  

 
  
 
 
 
 

Read the following text samples below then identify and write them as Factual Text, Literary 
Text or Media Text on the spaces provided.  

Media text type Purpose Examples 

Print media – newspaper,    
magazine, journals, gazette 
newsletter, other printed 
materials 

 
 
 
To inform, persuade, and 
entertain  

The National Newspaper, 
Paradise Magazine, 
Department of Education 
Gazette 

Broadcast media – television, 
radio 

CNN News, TVWan News,  
National Geographic, Nau FM 

Modern media – computer 
graphics and animation, 
digital video, multimedia, 
web sources 

digital video clips, blogs, 
facebook, twitter, google,  
computer games 

 

 Vocabulary Activity 1 15 Minutes 

Learning Activity 1 10 Minutes 
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__________1.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

__________ 2.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________ 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 

Shine 
Life is something we all share,  

Just like oxygen, in the air.  
The way we live it, is up to us,  

      With a negative or with a plus. 
 

        Life is something, we should cherish,  
           We never know, when we'll perish.  

Live each and every single day,  
     Smell the flowers, stop and play. 

 
          Life is something, we've been blessed,  

       Choice is yours, choose your quest.  
          Follow your passions, and you'll be fine,  

          With the right attitude, you will shine 
                             by Anita 

     

 
I was in Port Moresby when she was murdered and while the 
horrific pictures broke my heart and eyewitness accounts coming 
out of Hagen grieved the very core of my spirit, what was I to do? I 
had long held to the guiding principle that I should not involve 
myself in such situations, that it was not my rightful place as a 
guest in this nation to attempt to intervene. 
   
   By Stephen Leach 
   An article about Leniata Kepari entitled ‘God’s Child’ 
   Post Courier, 6 February 2015    
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Let us look at some of the types of questions to understand the main categories of text. 
 
Grammar Review: Forming questions  
 
1.  Yes/no questions  

 Yes/no questions are questions that can be answered by yes or no. This is the word     
      order for yes/no questions: 

       ________________________________________________  

        Auxiliary Subject Main verb____________ 
  Is  John  coming? 
  Have   you  met   Rachel? 
       Can  Peter  ride  a bike?      

 The simple present and past simple tenses do not have an auxiliary (be, have, or a 
modal verb like can), so in the present simple tense use do / does before the subject 
to make a question. In the past use did.  

  Do you know what a recount is?  
  Have you seen media texts about the Pacific Games 2015? 
2.  Wh-Questions 

 Wh-questions begin with a question word (who, what, when, where, whose, which, 
why   or how). 

               Where can I find a media text?  Whose film review is this? 
 How  can go with words like big, far, long, often, much and many. 

 How many reviews have been done for that book? 
 When who, what, which or whose is the subject, it comes directly before the verb, as 

in a statement. 
  Who wrote the book review? (like the statement Tim wrote the book review.) 
 When who, what, which or whose is the object, an auxiliary comes before the 
 subject. 
   What did Tim write?  
 
Grammar Activity 1A: Answer the following Yes/No questions honestly. Write your answer 
  on the space provided. 
 
Example: Have you read a literary recount?           No, I haven’t.  
 
1.  Are you familiar with the elements of texts?                      _______________________  
2.  Is historical report a media text?                       _______________________   
3.  Did you read the explanation on frog’s life cycle?          _______________________  
4.  Do your friends know what media text is?           _______________________  
5.  Have some literary texts inspired you?           _______________________  
 
Grammar Activity 1B:  Read the statements on the left then complete the questions on the 
right based on those statements. Write your answer on the space provided.  
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Examples: 
 
  Factual texts give facts and information. What do factual texts give? 
   It is important to identify the audience. Why is it important to identify the  
         audience? 
1.  Writing is done for different purposes. What ___________________________? 
2.  Recounts retell past events.              When ___________________________?  
3.  Films are viewed in theatres.   Where __________________________? 
4.  Literature brings out emotions.  How   ___________________________? 
5.  Texts are designed to produce audience. Who ____________________________?  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 

12.2.1.2  Purposes of Text 
 
Purpose is the reason why something is done or used. It is the aim or 
intention of someone or something. For example, your purpose of going 
to school is to have a better future or your father’s purpose of working 

hard is to provide for your family’s needs. 
Communication also has purpose. You have a reason for every message you give someone. 
In order to communicate successfully, you need to decide on the purpose of your 
communication and what effect you hope to achieve on your audience. For example, before 
you write a letter to your principal about the delay of materials that happens frequently at 
the centres, you might convince him that more supervision and planning are required for 
efficient material delivery. There are many purposes as the list below shows. 
  

 entertain  describe  complain  advertise  

 persuade  criticise  inform  argue  

 record  change  enthuse  arouse  

 clarity  invite  explain  review  

 report  compare  recount  remind  

 evaluate  reflect  thank  invite  

 condemn  respond  request  instruct  

 
Here are some examples of purposes of text: 
1.  Recount – A paragraph about your experience when you climbed Mt. Wilhelm. 
2.  Inform –   A poster that shows the disadvantages of smoking or chewing betel nut. 
3.  Thank you letter –    A letter to your boss to express your gratitude for the promotion 
   that you recently got. 
4.  Describe – An essay describing the uniqueness of your culture. 
5.  Reflect – A note expressing how the minister’s or the priest’s sermon affected you.  
 
Purpose is also important to which type of text best suits the message you are trying to 
send. Factual texts, for example, are concerned with information, instruction, explanation, 
argument, persuasion, description, response and reports. Refer to the general types of texts 
on pages 5 to 7 to identify them. 
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 Find the meaning of the following words using a dictionary. Then use each in a 
 sentence. Write your answers on the spaces provided. 
 

1.     Factual  
       Meaning: _____________________________________________________________  
       Sentence: _____________________________________________________________  
 

2.  Purpose 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  
 

3.  Persuade  
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  Enthuse 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

5.  Condemn 
    Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  
 
6.  Criticize 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  
 
7.  Recount  
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
 
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________ 
8.  Recount 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  
 

9.  Fashion 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence: _____________________________________________________________  
 

10.  Reflect 
     Meaning:______________________________________________________________  
     Sentence: _____________________________________________________________  
 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 Vocabulary Activity 2  45 Minutes 
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  Read the poem ‘Trees’ by Joyce Kilmer on the next page. Identify the poet’s 
 purpose(s) for writing this poem. Write your answer on the space provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What is Joyce Kilmer’s purpose or purposes for writing the poem ‘Tree’? 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  Recall the speech ‘I Have a Dream’ written by Martin Luther King in Unit 1. State his 
  purpose or purposes for writing that speech. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Grammar Review: Words that sound similar and can be confused 
 
A homophone is a word that sounds the same as another word but has a different meaning 
and/or spelling. “Flower” and “flour” are homophones because they are pronounced the 
same but you certainly can't bake a cake using frangipani. 

 

Learning Activity 2 30 Minutes 
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The following is a list of some words that sound almost the same and can be confused 
especially if you are not very familiar with their meanings and spellings. These words may be 
found in any text that you may read. They may be used in formal or informal writing. 
 
1. To, too, two 
To – meaning direction, or with an action word, for example, to jump, to eat, to buy.  This 
word can almost be reduced to a light sounding t’ in speech and still understood, for 
example: Let’s go to town. (t’town) I want to buy a car. (t’buy) 
Too –  meaning ‘more than enough’ cannot be pronounced t’, for example: too  many, too 
 much, too bad, too hot 
Two – meaning two (2) of something.  Think of words like twin, twelve, twice and other 

words with two in their meaning.  
 
2. There, their, they’re 
There –indicates a place, ‘Over there.’ 
Their – indicates ownership, Their house.’ 
They’re – a contraction formed from ‘they are’. ‘They’re here.’ 
 
3. Here, hear, hair 
Here – indicates a place. ‘Bring it here!’ 
Hear – means to listen (think of ear) ‘Can you hear me?’ 
Hair – means the hair on your head. ‘She has long curly hair.’  
 
4. Where, were, we’re, wear 
Where – indicates a place, ‘Where is it?’ 
Were – the past tense of are, ‘Where were you last night?’ 
We’re – the contracted form of we are or we were. 
Wear – used in: ‘What shall I wear?’ and ‘Will it wear out?’ 
 
5. Your, you’re  
Your – indicates ownership 
You’re – a contraction formed from ‘you are’ 
 
Grammar Activity 2:   Complete the following sentences using some of the words discussed 
  in the Grammar Review. 
 
1.    Th_____ looking h_____ and everyw_____ for th_____ swimsuits. I h_____  that 
  the t_____ of them are t_____ fat t_____ w_____ them anyway. If you wait a while 
  I’ll go and find them and bring them h_____.  
 
 
2.     If y_____ going t_____ w_____ that then be careful w_____ you sit. Y_____ jeans are 
  in t_____. I h_____ it’s just a casual affair – no need t_____ w_____ y_____ best. I’ll 
  w_____ my  jeans t_____, and then the t_____ of us will be comfortable. 
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Thank you for completing these activities. You may now go to the end of the module to 
check your answers. Be sure to do the necessary corrections before moving on to the next 
part of the module. Now let us look at the meaning and different kinds of audience. 

 
12.2.1.3  Audience 

 
Audience is the group of people who watch something (such as movie 
or play) or listen to something (such as a concert) or read (such as a 

novel). Your audience will be reading, viewing or listening to your message, so the words and 
images you choose must be appropriate for them. The age, background, interest, needs and 
feelings of the audience are all relevant. There are many different audiences. 
 
Every author has a purpose and writes for an intended audience. Of course, sometimes the 
author’s audience will be far greater and more diverse than expected. Shakespeare for 
example intended his plays to be acted in front of live audiences in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, but not read by tens of thousands of teenagers studying for 
examinations in the twenty-first century. American author Harper Lee would never had 
anticipated that her novel To Kill a Mockingbird and the Speech of Martin Luther King would 
be read by over forty million readers throughout the world after being published. Look at the 
table below to see the kinds of audience and their examples. 
 

Young Audience Mature Audience General Audience 

children, preschoolers, 
teenagers, etc. 

parents, old people, 
university students, etc. 

General audience refers to 
both young and mature 
audience. 

 
Now do the following vocabulary activity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A. Get the meaning and the part of speech of the following words using your dictionary 

or other sources. Write your answers on the spaces provided. 
 
 
   Word  Part of Speech  Meaning   
     
Example: 
 TAX   Noun   money compulsorily paid to the state 
 
1. Aversion  ____________  _______________________________ 
        
       _______________________________  
 

10 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 3 
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2. Compulsion  ____________  _______________________________  
 
       _______________________________  
 
3. Permeate  ____________  _______________________________  
 
       _______________________________  
 
4. Retirement  ____________  _______________________________  
 
       _______________________________  
 
5. Molasses  ____________  _______________________________  
 
       _______________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 
B. Classify the following audiences into young audience, mature audience and general 
 audience. General audience refers to both young and mature audience. Write your 
 answers in table below. The first one is done for you. 
 

 children  teenagers  parents 

 adults  business executives  employees 

 tourists  public transport users  friends 

 concert goers  university students  school students 

 old people  potential customers  football fans 

 members of parliament  people on holidays  relatives 
 
 

Young audience Mature audience General audience 

Example: children   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 
 
 

 
 In a sentence or two identify the audience and purpose of each of the following texts.   

Write your answers on the spaces provided. 
 

Learning Activity 3 
10 Minutes 
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 1. 

Aboriginal culture 
  
If people can see the beauty of aboriginal culture, which is this country, then this will be  a 
much happier place. The Land and Aboriginal culture go hand in hand. You can’t  separate 
them. The Land is the giver of life. It is our mother. It’s like the vein of life. If you  cut this, if 
you separate these two things, we die. 
 
          from Maybe Tomorrow, autobiography of Boori (Monty) Prior 

 

 
Purpose and audience _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

  2. 

Be a non-smoker 
 Now is the time…. 

 To give your complexion the best possible chance to face those bright sunny spring 
days, start right now on a balanced diet of fresh fruit and vegetables and breads 
and cereals, beans, lentils, seeds, low fat dairy foods, white meats like fish,  
chicken, and lean red meat. 

 Go easy on fried foods, fatty take-away foods, cakes, biscuits, pastries, chocolates 
and soft drinks. 

 Drink plenty of water. 
 Keep your skin clean and fresh by using a good cleansing cream and moisturizer; 

sun cream if you’re an outdoors person. 
 Be a non-smoker. Your skin needs nourishment – and smoking shrinks your blood 

vessels, cutting down the vital supply of blood needed to keep your skin supple. 
 

       from National Heart Foundation brochure  

  
 

Purpose and audience_________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Read the summary of the play written by Nora Vagi Brash entitled ‘Which Way, Big Man?’  
Then identify the purpose of the author and the audience the play is intended to.  
      
   

Which Way, Big Man? 
In 1976 at the Haia home in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, Gou has been promoted to 
Director of National Identity in the newly independent Papua New Guinea, and his wife 
Sinob plans a cocktail party in his honor. Gou’s father comes from the village to surprise him, 
much to Sinob’s behest. At the party, Sinob tries to impress her upper-class, white friends 
while insulting/ appropriating Papua New Guinea’s culture, language, and traditions. Upon 
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seeing her father-in-law along with Marian, James, and Saga smoking and chewing buai, a 
tobacco-like substance, Sinob lashes out, only to be called out as neo-colonial for exploiting 
public funds and wearing a dress she had “specially made,” which is a knock-off. Sinob turns 
her anger towards Marian, calling her a pamuk (adulterer) for dancing with Gou earlier at 
the party, before slapping Marian in the face, who does the same to her. Gou steps in and 
she calls him an adulterer to his face and storms off, ending the party and leaving only Gou 
and his father on stage to reflect on the situation, especially in light of Gou’s new position. 
 
1.  Purpose and audience___________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

Grammar Review: Nouns 
Nouns are words that give name to persons, places, animals, objects, ideas, qualities and 
conditions. It can be divided into four groups – proper, common, collective and abstract.  
 

Proper Noun Common Noun Collective Noun Abstract Noun 

The name of a 
particular person, 
place or thing and 
usually begins with 
a capital letter 

The name of a general 
item and does not 
begin with a capital 
letter. 

A noun that denotes 
a collection of 
individuals taken as a 
unit. 

A noun that names a 
thing that is not 
concrete. It is an 
idea, a quality or a 
concept. 

Examples: 
Papua New Guinea 
Martin Luther King 
Oxford Dictionary 

Examples: 
country 
leader 
book 

Examples: 
team 
bunch 
class 
 

Examples: 
love 
patience 
charity 

 
The type of noun chosen will indicate the purpose and audience of the writing. 

 If a passage contains predominantly common nouns, it could well be straightforward 
narrative or descriptive. 

 If a text contains mainly abstract nouns, it will be dealing with ideas, emotions or 
attitudes. 

 
Examples: 
1. Children need guidance while watching television programmes. (abstract noun) 
2.  Teenagers and secondary students are still considered as young audience. (common 

nouns) 
3.  The audience expressed satisfaction after watching the play. (abstract noun) 
4.  Most young people love watching movies and concerts. (common nouns) 

 
Grammar Activity 3: Study the underlined nouns in the following passages, identify their 
 types and suggest purpose of the nouns and the intended audience. 
 
Passage One 
 And there is the nub of aversion to compulsion. People should be entitled to spend or 
 save their money how they see it. Compulsion is a tool that should be used sparingly and 
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 as a last resort. Most New Zealanders reach retirement with a paid-off house – a very 
 good start for a secure retirement. They rely on New Zealand Superannuation, to which 
 every generation of New Zealanders contributes through taxes, either for their entire 
  income post retirement or as a basis of an income that they top up from their savings. 
 
Type of noun  _______________________________________________________________ 

Intended audience ___________________________________________________________  

 
Passage Two 

After lunch, the rain eased off so Cherry borrowed Elba’s car and drove out to the 
corner  to continue her attempt to make friends with her new horse. The bag of 
carrots and a  couple of apples that Elba had pushed into her hands ‘for luck’ when 
she left, bounced on the passenger seat. The smell of molasses and lucerne from the 
feed in the back seat  permeated the car. 

 
Type of noun ________________________________________________________________  

Intended audience ___________________________________________________________  

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.1.4  Context 

 
Context comes from the Latin word “contextus” which means putting 

or joining together. It was first used to talk about writing. We use it 

now to talk about any circumstance in which something happens. Texts are not created in 

isolation. There are many influences and factors that affect the creation of the text and the 

way the audience respond to it. To understand past and present artistic works, you need to 

know something about the background in which they were composed. Looking at the 

context of a text will enable you to discover new meanings. Context includes the 

surrounding circumstances, background and setting of a particular situation or event. It will 

help you appreciate texts if you take into consideration their personal, social, cultural, 

historical and political contexts. 

Taking context into consideration will give you a greater understanding and help you to 

discover new meanings. It is helpful to think about these questions concerning context: 

 Who created the text? 

 When and where was the text created? 

 What was the purpose of the text? 

 Who was the intended audience? 

Your context as the reader of the text is also important. Your life experiences, values, 

education and background combine to determine how you react to a particular text. 
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The context, put simply, is the situation in which an individual or text is located. These 

situations refer to anything that may influence the content (what the text is about) of a 

visual text or the way in which the visual text is presented.  

 
 
                    
 
 
 The words listed below are used in the explanation of context. Give your own 
 definition of these words based on your understanding. You may give examples to 
 clarify your definition. You may refer back to the discussion on page 16 to help you 
 with this activity. 
 
1.  Personal -_____________________________________________________________  

       _____________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  Social -   ______________________________________________________________  

       _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Historical -_____________________________________________________________  

     _____________________________________________________________________  
 
4.  Cultural -______________________________________________________________  

      _____________________________________________________________________  

5.  Political -______________________________________________________________  

        _____________________________________________________________________ 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
 
 
 
 

Learning Activity 4 15 Minutes 

30 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 4           
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 Read the following extract from a speech delivered by Winston Churchill to the 
 British Parliament, after the British army had narrowly escaped annihilation by the 
 German army on the beaches of Dunkirk. Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill was 
 a British statesman who was the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1940 to 
 1945 and again from 1951 to 1955. Churchill aimed to dispel despair and give the 
 British people  confidence. Then answer the questions that follow.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  Who created or wrote the text? 
     _____________________________________________________________________ 
2.  When and where was the text written? 
     _____________________________________________________________________  
3.  What was the purpose of the writer for creating this text? 
       _____________________________________________________________________  
4.  Who was the intended audience of this text? 
       _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Determiners and nouns 
Determiners appear before nouns to add information, such as which one we are talking 
about or how many there are. We do not usually begin a sentence with a word like ‘student’; 
we put a determiner before it, writing a student, some students, many students, all 
students and so on. If there is an adjective, it goes between the determiner and the noun, 
For example: many enthusiastic students, some young students. 
 
Nouns are either countable or uncountable.  
Example: text is countable while confidence is uncountable 
 
Often the determiners many and much are confused, which affects the determiners you can 
use with them. 

 Many is used with countable nouns. 
 Much is used with uncountable nouns. 

Example 

Quantity: 1 2 Small Decrease Large Increase 

We shall go on to the end… 
 
We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and 
oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we 
shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we 
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we 
shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and if, which I do not for a moment 
believe, this island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our empire 
beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on the struggle, 
until, in God’s good time, the new world, with all its power and might, steps forth to 
the rescue and the liberation of the old. 
      Winston Churchill, 4 June 1940 
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Text 
(countable) 
 

a text two texts a few texts fewer texts many texts  more     
 texts 

Confidence 
(uncountable) 

n/a n/a a little 
confidence 

less 
confidence 

much 
confidence  

more 
confidence  

Some nouns can be both countable and uncountable. 
Example:  
 ‘Cheese’ is normally uncountable (I’m trying to eat less cheese.) but it is countable when 
 it means a kind of cheese (There used to be fewer cheeses on the market than there are 
 now.) 
 

Grammar Activity 4:  Read the following passage and choose the correct determiner to 
 match the noun. Underline your answer. The first one is done for you (in bold). 
 

This year I aim to do (1. much fewer/much less) work than last year. Firstly, I am taking (2. a 
more/ more) holidays, which would cost (3. more / many) money, but I’ll do (4. much / 
more) camping this time and stay in (5. less / fewer) motels, so it will actually cost (6. less / 
fewer). If I don’t do so (7. many / much) driving I’ll use (8. fewer / less) petrol, and I’ll have 
(9. fewer / less) meals in expensive restaurants. Hopefully I can have (10. a / some) great 
time with (11. a little / a few) money. That way I can work (12. less / fewer) and enjoy myself 
(13. more / a more).          
 

Thank you for completing these activities. You may now go to the end of the module to 
check your answers. Be sure to do the necessary corrections before moving on to the next 
part of the module. Now let us look at the Personal Context of Text. 
 

12.2.1.5  Personal Context of Text 
 

The experiences and background of authors and other artists have a considerable effect 
upon the texts as they create. Authors draw inspiration for their writing from their own life 
experiences and those around them. Any biography of any author will show that most of the 
following factors play a role in their output. 
 

Factors that play role in the output of authors  

 gender  interest  values 

 religion  education  ideology 

 occupation  ethnicity  age 

 beliefs  friendships  attitudes 

 culture  life experiences  family 
 

It can also include interests and hobbies from sport and music to model-building and stamp- 
collecting, educational background. It can even include personal likes or dislikes. All these 
factors influence how you relate to the world and what you think is important. They are 
responsible for defining you as a unique person as they shape your beliefs and your values. 

Considering that you are a unique individual, how is somebody else different from you? This 
will affect the way in which we, as individuals, analyse a text. 
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For example: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Match the words in column A with the definitions or examples in column B. Write the letter 
of your answer on the space before the number.  
 

 A      B 
  
_____ 1.      Gender   a.      knowledge, skills, school, students, teacher 

_____ 2.      Religion   b.      parents, offspring, siblings 

_____ 3.      Ethnicity   c.       diligence, dignity, faith, cheerfulness 

_____ 4.      Interest   d.      work, means of living 

_____ 5.      Culture   e.      systematic body of concepts especially about 

_____ 6.      Ideology             human life or culture 

_____ 7.      Occupation  f.       beliefs, customs, arts, of a particular society 

_____ 8.      Values   g.      something that enjoy learning or doing 

_____ 9.      Family   h.      nationality, race, social group 

_____10.     Education   i.       spiritual belief 
 
      j.       male or female 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 

 Look at the following visual text carefully. Then in two or three sentences, write your 
 personal response or reaction about the image that you see. 
 

A person with a keen interest in football, will have a clearer understanding of a photograph 
of a football match (this is a visual text). A person who comes from Poland will have a 
different understanding of a postcard from Papua New Guinea compared with a person 
who knows very little about Papua New Guinea. The person who has never been to Papua 
New Guinea might be amazed or intrigued by the architecture. A person who came from 
Papua New Guinea might be reminded of the time they lived there. 

 

Learning Activity 5 10 Minutes 

10 Minutes 
 Vocabulary Activity 5 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________  

Grammar Review: Phrases – Noun Phrase and Verb Phrase 
 
A phrase is a group of one or more words that does the job of one word. A noun phrase is a 
group of words containing a noun or pronoun that functions like a noun. A verb phrase is a 
group of words containing a verb that functions like a verb. 
 
The following four sentences begin with a noun phrase containing the common noun 
‘friendship’.  Take note how the phrase containing a word or more words does the job of one 
word in the sentence.  
 
1. Friendship is valuable. 
2. Lasting friendship is valuable. 
3. Only true friendship is valuable. 
4. The friendship you have with her is valuable. 

 
The noun phrase and the verb phrase are the key elements of the basic English clause – the 
noun phrase is called the subject (and usually goes first), then the verb phrase follows. There 
may be other elements in the clause, but you must be able to identify the noun phrase and 
the verb phrase. 
 

 Ask Who/what was doing the action? to identify the noun phrase/subject.  
 Ask What are they doing? to identify the verb phrase. 

 Authors create texts based on their experiences and background. 
 Who/what was doing the action? – authors is the noun phrase. 
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 What were they doing? – authors create – create is the verb phrase. 
 

 Grammar Activity 5A: Copy the subject and verb phrase of the following sentences. You are 
 looking for one subject and one verb phrase (the main verb), but each of them can 
 include one or more words. The first one is done for you. 
 
1. Texts are frequently designed to produce audience. 
      Subject: Texts 
      Verb phrase: are designed 
2.  Factual texts give facts and information. 
       Subject:  ______________________________________________________ 
       Verb phrase:  ______________________________________________________ 
3.  Texts are not created in isolation. 
       Subject: ______________________________________________________  
       Verb phrase: ______________________________________________________ 
4.  Context includes the background and setting of a particular situation or event. 
       Subject: ______________________________________________________ 
       Verb phrase: ______________________________________________________ 
5.  Every author writes for an intended audience. 
       Subject: ______________________________________________________ 
       Verb phrase: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar Activity 5B:  Construct five sentences about your memorable experiences in your 
  village. Underline the noun phrase once and the verb phrase twice. An example is 
  done for you.      
  Example: 
  My brother and my cousin would go to the bush to get young coconut for me. 
                                                 
1.  __________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  __________________________________________________________________  
 
3.  __________________________________________________________________  
 
4.  __________________________________________________________________  
 
5.  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 
12.2.1.6  Social Context of Text 
 

 
Social attitudes in different times and places have an effect upon the 
author and the audience. Authors cannot avoid being influenced by 
their social experiences. Some writers condemn their society’s values, 
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while others endorse them. Writers such as Geoffrey Chaucer, Alexander Pope, Jonathan 
Swift, William Blake, Charles Dickens and Joseph Heller are renowned for their biting 
condemnation of their society. Cartoonists also play an important role in revealing the 
weaknesses of modern society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Somerville’s cartoon depicts a fresh and clean environment that can only be seen on billboards. 

Phil Somerville is one of Australia’s foremost newspaper cartoonists. He is popular with 
readers because of his satirical approach to society’s values. He entertains and amuses his 
readers as he strives to bring about social change. In this cartoon, Somerville is warning his 
audience of the need to preserve the natural world before it is too late.  
 

 
 
 
 
 Define the following words using your dictionary or other source such as the Glossary 

of this unit then use them in  sentences. Write 2 sentences for each word. 
 

Word Meaning Sentence 

Influence  1. 
 
2. 
 

Condemn  1. 
 
2. 
 

         Reveal 
 

 1. 
 
2. 
 

Satire 
 
 
 

 1. 
 
2. 
  

               

 

20 Minutes 
 Vocabulary Activity 6 
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Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Look at the cartoon done by Phil Somerville on page 23 again then answer the 
 following questions. 
 
1.  What is Somerville’s purpose in this cartoon? 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Who would be interested in reading this cartoon? 
   _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.  What does the cartoon reveal about its creator? 
   _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  Do you think the cartoon would likely change people’s attitude? Why? 
 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________                   

5. What is the cyclist’s purpose in the cartoon?  
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 

Grammar Review: Commonly used subordinators 
The table below contains a list of commonly used subordinators that show contrast, cause 
and effect, time and condition. 
 

Contrast Cause and Effect Time Condition 

although 
even though 
though 
while 
whereas 

because 
now that 
since 
 

before/after 
as/ as soon as 
since/ until 
when/whenever/while 

if/only if/even if 
unless/whether or  not  
in case 
 

 
Grammar Activity 6: Combine the following pairs of sentences using subordinators. Write 
  your answers on the blanks provided. The first one is done for you. 
Example: 

10 Minutes Learning Activity 6 
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  Some writers condemn their society’s values. Other writers endorse them.  
  Some writers condemn their society’s values, while others endorse them. 
 
1.  Phil Somerville is popular. He uses satirical approach to society’s values.  

  (Cause and effect)  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Cartoons play an important role in revealing the weaknesses of the society. Cartoons 

  are usually humorous. (Contrast) 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.  Somerville warns his readers to preserve the natural world. It is too late. (Time) 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  Phil Somerville tries to bring about social change. He entertains his readers. (Time)

  _____________________________________________________________________  

5. The future generation will not experience a fresh and clean environment. The  

 present generation preserves the natural world. (Condition) 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.1.7  Historical and Cultural Context of Text 
 
Culture includes the skills, arts and customs that are passed down from generation to 
generation. Most countries of the world have special traditions and customs. In the southern 
states of America for example, the institution of slavery was considered to be an essential 
part of white culture. For some hundreds of years, most of the white inhabitants believed 
that slavery was morally justified and that blacks were inferior to whites. This all changed 
with the American Civil War and with the Civil Rights Movement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical context – It is certainly interesting and enjoyable to learn about the lives of 
authors and other artists. The more we learn about them, the more we understand their 
work. All kinds of experiences and factors affect the creative process. By examining some of 
the following, we can place a text in its historical context: 

 biographies 

The novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is an example of a cultural context of text. 
Mark Twain’s novel is considered by many young readers to be simply a children’s 
adventure story. In reality, however, it is also a condemnation of the institution of slavery 
and Southern culture. Twain allows us to see the evils of slavery through the eyes of his 
narrator, Huckleberry Finn, an innocent observer. The book has been popular throughout 
the world for over a hundred years.  
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 letters, diary entries and autobiographical writings 
 histories of the period 
 the place or event that inspired the text 
 the social background 
 the ways the language of a particular historical period is presented in the text 
 the way other readers and critics have responded to the text over time 
 the place the text occupies in the overall output of the author or artist 
 encyclopedia entries and internet websites 
 relevant films and television documentaries 

 
Below is an excerpt from the Diary of Anne Frank – a sample of historical context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Read the meaning of the words given below. Use these words in your own sentences. 
 
1. Culture – the beliefs, customs, arts, and so on of a particular society, groups, place or 

time. 

      Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  

2.  Generation – a group of people born and living during the same time. 

      Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  

3.  Slave – someone who is legally owned by another person and is forced to work for 

  that person without pay. 

      Sentence:_____________________________________________________________  

 

4.  Inferior – lower in rank, value or importance. 

     Sentence: _____________________________________________________________  

 

5.  Inhabitant – a person or animal that lives in a particular place.   

      Sentence: _____________________________________________________________    

On Her Old Country, Germany 

"Fine specimens of humanity, those Germans, and to think I'm actually one of them! No, 
that's not true; Hitler took away our nationality long ago. And besides, there are no greater 
enemies on earth than the Germans and Jews." 

- October 9, 1942 
 

30 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 7 
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 The following excerpt on betel nut chewing shows historical and cultural contexts. 
 Read it carefully then rewrite the paragraphs using other contexts such as personal 
 or social context. Go back to the discussions on personal and social context of text on 
 pages 20 and 23 to help you compose your own paragraph. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar Review: The past tense 
In writing our text using cultural and historical contexts, we use the past tense. 
There are four tenses that can be used to show that actions are occurring in the past: 
1.  the simple past (‘-d’ or ‘-ed’ or irregular forms) 
2.  the past continuous (was/were + ‘-ing’ verb 
3.  the past perfect (had + past participle) 
4.  the past perfect continuous (had been + ‘-ing’ verb) 
 
Simple past 
When events occur in the order in which they happened, the simple past is used. 
 

Something to chew on... Betel nut banned in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
 

The chewing of betel nut is a national pastime in Papua New Guinea (PNG). Everywhere 
people can be seen chewing the egg-sized nut... everywhere, that is, except in the capital 
of the Pacific nation, Port Moresby. Early in January this year (2014) , the governor of Port 
Moresby, Powes Parkop, banned the public sale and chewing of betel nut, known locally 
as buai –a decision that, overnight, left many people angry, with a bitter taste in their 
mouth. Hundreds of street vendors across the city lost their livelihood, and the 250,000 
city residents are now without ready access to their beloved buai. 
 
Why ban the chewing of a pine-tree nut? Betel nut is chewed in combination with mustard 
and lime powder, a practice that creates a mild stimulant for the chewer, similar to 
smoking a cigarette; however, the habit also turns saliva red, and a lot of red spittle ends 
up being spat on to the floor, leaving an objectionable,  red staining to surfaces, and the 
teeth of offenders! The tradition of chewing betel nut has been widely practiced for 
centuries in many parts of Asia; yet the spitting out of the accompanying spittle has been 
blamed for the spread of air-borne diseases, especially tuberculosis, and the WHO has 
linked betel-nut chewing with several forms of oral cancer. 
       
        Source: www.methodist.org.uk/ucr-julia-edwards (pdf) March 2014 

 
 

30 Minutes Learning Activity 7 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/ucr-julia-edwards
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 ‘Then I drew my knees to my chest, lay my head on my arms and cried, all huddled up on 
 the bare floor.’   
 
Past continuous 
The past continuous is used to show that a past action is continuing 
  
 The boy fidgeted and shifted places to observe better the dry farmlands through which 
 the train was making its slow and dusty journey. 

Past perfect 
The past perfect is used to indicate that one action or event happened earlier than another 
past action or event – in other words, that the events are out of order. 
 
 Richard was only fourteen but he had already shown signs of kingly promise. 
 
Past perfect continuous 
The past perfect continuous is used to refer to an action that began in the past and 
continued up to the time of another past action. 
 
  I had escaped into the field and had been working all day at setting beans. 
The simple past tense is used unless there is a reason for using the past perfect. Sometimes 
only the past perfect can be used. Where the context makes the time obvious, either the 
simple past or the past perfect can be used. 
  
The men had been travelling (past perfect continuous) now for more than three days. 
 They had started (necessary use of the past perfect) their journey with great hopes of 
 victory. On the way many others joined / had joined (simple past or past perfect could 
 be  used) them. 
 
Grammar Activity 7: Fill in the blanks with the correct tense of the verbs in the parenthesis: 
simple past or past perfect. Write your answers on   the blanks provided for. 
 
We 1._____ (go) to a clump of bushes, and Tom 2.______(make) everybody swear to keep 
the secret, and then 3._____ (show) them a hole in the hill, right in the thickest part of the 
bushes. Then we 4._____ (light) the candles, and 5._____(crawl) in our hands and knees. We 
went about two hundred yards, and then the cave opened up. Tom poked about amongst 
the passages, and pretty soon ducked under a wall where you wouldn’t notice that there 
6._____ (be) a hole. We 7._____ (go) along a narrow place and got into a kind of room, all 
damp and sweaty and cold, and there we 8._____ (stop). Tom said, “Now we’ll start this 
band of robbers and call it Tom Sawyer’s Gang. Everybody that 9._____ (want) to join 
10._____ (get) to take an oath, and write his name in blood.” 

Everybody was willing. So Tom got out a sheet of paper where he 11._____ (write) the oath 
on, and read it. It 12._____ (swear) every boy to stick to the band, and never tell any of the 
secrets; and if anybody 13._____ (do) anything to any boy in the band, whichever boy was 
ordered to kill that person and his family must do it, and he mustn’t eat and he mustn’t 
sleep till he 14._____ (kill) them and 15._____ (hack) a cross in their breasts, which was the 
sign of the band. 
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         From Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Now, you will look at the tone of text. 
 

12.2.1.8  Tone of Text 
 
Tone in written composition is an attitude of a writer toward a subject 
or an audience. Tone is generally conveyed through the choice of 
words or the viewpoint of a writer on a particular subject. It is through 

the tone of a text that the emotional message is communicated to the audience. The choice 
of words and visuals enables the composer to present attitudes and feelings. The author’s 
purpose and the nature of the audience will have a considerable effect on the tone adopted. 
There are as many tones as there are attitudes and, like attitudes, the tones can be positive, 
negative or neutral. Here are a few basic tones to give you the idea of the wider range 
available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some sentences that show different tones. 
1. Father: “We are going on a vacation.” 
     Son: “That’s great!” 
     The son’s response shows a happy and excited tone. 
 
2.  Father: “We can’t go on vacation this summer.” 
     Son: “Ok. Great! That’s what I expected.” 
    The son’s response shows a sarcastic tone.  
 
 
 
 
 
A. The ‘Smiley’ is one of the famous characters being used in text messages in mobile 

phones or in the internet nowadays. It is also known as “emoticon.” It is the 
representation of human emotions in communication. Originally, Smiley represents

 

  somber pleasant polite  comical 
sarcastic         excited 
   tender   passionate  formal   joyful  
  

 blunt   

neutral 
  witty    
  ironic    enthusiastic          arrogant  warm 
 
jovial    sincere  amiable 
 
 
  
  
  
           hostile    affectionate  
    
   

 Vocabulary Activity 8 10 Minutes 
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  only the smiling or happy face but now Smiley represents different emotions such as 

sadness, excitement, fear, and so on. Look at the sample emoticon or Smiley then 
create  your own for each of the tones given. 

 
 
 
 
      
 
 
1. Confused         2. Scared    
 
 
 
 
3. Amazed            4.Angry  
 
 
 
 
Note: There is no answer provided for this exercise. Have a colleague or a friend check your 
  work.  You may now go to the next learning activity. 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Read the following statements. Each expresses a different attitude about a shabby 

apartment. Five different tones are used: optimistic, bitter, tolerant, sentimental, and 
humorous. Write your answer on the space provided before the number. 

__________1.  This place may be shabby, but since both of my children were born 
   while we lived here, it has a special place in my heart. 
__________2.  This is not the greatest apartment in the world, but it is not really that 
   bad. 
__________3.  If only there were some decent jobs out there, I would not be reduced 
   to living in this miserable dump. 
__________4.  This place does need some repairs, but I am sure the landlord will be 
   making improvements some time soon. 
__________5.  When we move away, we were planning to release three hundred 
   cockroaches and two mice, so we can leave the place exactly as we 
   found it. 
 
Grammar Review: Effective adjectives 
The texts you have read so far have made effective use of adjectives. An effective adjective 
helps the reader or listener form a more accurate image of the incident the writer or speaker 
is presenting. For example, a description that includes adjectives such as ‘nice’, ‘boring’, 

  Smiley shows a happy face.  Smiley shows a sad face.   
 

  

  

10 Minutes Learning Activity 8 
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‘good’, or ‘bad’ is less effective than one that uses vivid adjectives. An overuse of such 
adjectives indicates that the writer or speaker has not taken the trouble to choose a word 
that provides a precise and interesting description of a noun or pronoun. Adjectives should 
not be over-used, however; they can be replaced by strong verbs and nouns. 
Examples: 
  We were scared as we saw the large group of soldiers approaching.  
1.  We were apprehensive as we saw the large group of soldiers approaching. 
  The adjective in sentence 2 is more effective than the adjective used in 1. 
2.  They felt it was not the right time to question the chief. 
3.  They felt it was not the appropriate time to question the chief. 
 
  The adjective in sentence 4 is more effective than the adjective used in 3. 
 
Grammar Activity 8:     Choose a more descriptive adjective from the list to replace each 
  underlined adjective in the sentence. Rewrite the sentence with the new  
  adjective on the space provided. 
 

   positive      diminutive     grievous     sumptuous     aggressive  

   
1. A small, old woman approached the camp boundary accompanied by a group of 
 warriors. 
       _____________________________________________________________________  

2.  The group looked fierce as we waited for something to happen. 
      _____________________________________________________________________   
 
3.  The wound was bad and we needed to get him out of the area before he died of it. 
      _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  We were served a large meal of local pork and vegetables. 
       _____________________________________________________________________  

5.  The women were sure they deserved a reward. 
       _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
 
12.2.1.9  Language of Text 

 
A text is created for a purpose. The author or designer of a text may 
wish to entertain, persuade, describe, inform, discuss, review, recount, 

explain, instruct, criticize, complain, thank, remind, reflect, argue, enthuse, or evaluate. 
There are many possible purposes. The author’s choice of words conveys the tone, or 
emotional meaning of what is written. Words are able to make us laugh, or cry. They are a 
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means of communicating all kinds of emotions – anger, fear, hope, contempt, joy, hatred, 
love, contentment, sadness. The following lines, for example, communicate joy: 
 
   My heart leaps up when I behold 
   A rainbow in the sky: 
    From “My heart leaps up” by William Wordsworth 
 

Words are able to stir us into action and advertisers are well aware of their persuasive 
power. The producers use words to convince us to buy their products. These successful 
slogans of international soft drink manufacturers illustrate this: 
    
   Can’t beat the real thing!  
   It’s the cola! 
 
Words can inspire us to overcome impossible odds. William Churchill, the British war leader, 
was very much aware of this when he spoke his famous words, “Never, never, never give 
up.” His determination inspired his people to defeat Germany in World War II. 
 
Words, of course, can fill us with sadness and also teach us at the same time. We are very 
saddened and moved by this *Cree saying, spoken over a hundred years ago: 
   
   Only when the last tree has died and the last river  
   has been poisoned and the last fish has been  
   caught will we realize we cannot eat money.  
 
Writers are able to paint pictures with words. They can make us see people, animals, and 
things with a newer, clearer vision. Here is a picture of spring: 
    
   No and lush thing is so beautiful as spring –  
   When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush; 
   Thrush’s eggs look like little low heavens…. 
       From “Spring” by Gerard Manley Hopkins 
 
*Cree – a member of the American Indian people living in a vast area of central Canada. 

Words reveal a person’s attitude to a subject. They are often used to create an emotional 
response in their audience. When President Franklin Roosevelt said: 
   I have seen war. I have seen blood running from the wounded. 
   I have seen men coughing out their gassed lungs. I have seen 
   children starving. I have seen the agony of mothers and wives.  
   I hate war. 
The power and tone of President Roosevelt’s words conveyed his hatred of war. His 
audience was deeply influenced by his feelings. 
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    Synonym is a word that has the same meaning as another word in the same 

language. Study the phrases below then give the synonym of the underlined words. 
Check how the words are used in texts or you may use a dictionary or the Glossary 
of this unit to help you. You may write more than one synonym for each word. 

 
1.  children starving   ________________________________________________  
     
2.  never give up                ________________________________________________ 
 
3.     hate war       ________________________________________________ 
 
4.    agony of mothers        ________________________________________________ 
 
5.     shoot long and lovely   _______________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Read the sample texts below then identify the purpose and tone. 

 
1.     The drive of a lifetime  
         To help keep your enjoyment of life in high gear, the new model is a seriously well-    

 engineered motor car. Generous and responsive at every turn, in a host of ways. 
 There’s the design itself. The captivating lines. The fluid yet muscular body shape 
 demands to be driven, so drive if you must.  

        From a car advertisement 

  
  What is the purpose of the text? __________________________________________ 
  What is its tone? _______________________________________________________ 
 
2.     The Shark 
   They were not ordinary pyramid-shaped teeth of most sharks. They were shaped like 

 a man’s fingers when they are crisped like claws. They were nearly as long as the 
 fingers of the old man and they had razor-sharp cutting edges on both sides. This was 
 fish built to feed on all the fishes in the sea. 

       From The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

 
  What is the purpose of the text?  __________________________________________ 
  What is its tone? _______________________________________________________  

 Vocabulary Activity 9 10 Minutes 

Learning Activity 9 
10 Minutes 
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Grammar Review: Comparative and superlative adjectives 
You have already learned that an adjective is the part of speech that describe or modify a 
noun or a pronoun. 

 For one-syllable adjectives (like rich) the comparative is – er than and the superlative 
is the – est.  

       Buying the video is cheaper than paying for seat to see the film at the cinema. 
  One-syllable adjectives with one vowel followed by one consonant (like big or sad) 
  double the consonant in the comparative and superlative. 
   big -  bigger -  the biggest   sad -  sadder -  the saddest  
 

 
 Two-and three-syllable adjectives and adjectives ending in –ed have their 

comparative made with more and their superlative with most.  
       I was more tired after the holiday than I was before it. (-ed adjective, comparative) 
       She’s the most intelligent person I know. (three-syllable adjective, superlative) 

 Some one-syllable adjectives have irregular comparatives and superlatives 
   good – better than – the best  bad – worse than – the worst  

 These two-syllable adjectives ending in –y have the comparative –ier than and the 
superlative the –iest: angry (angrier, angriest) busy, dirty, early, easy, friendly, funny, 
happy, lucky, pretty, silly, ugly  

 These two-syllable adjectives have comparative –er than and the superlative the –
est: narrow (narrower, narrowest), clever, simple, quiet. 

 Sometimes it is clear, or understood, what you are comparing something with, and 
then you do not need to use than. 

       This novel is longer than that one, and it is more interesting. 
 
Grammar Activity 9 
Read the texts in Learning Activity 9. Copy the underlined adjectives used in those two 
passages then write their comparative and superlative degrees. The first one is done for  you. 
 
 
      Positive        Comparative         Superlative 
 
       high             higher                  highest________  
1. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
2. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
3. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
4. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
5. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
6. _____________  __________________  ___________________  
7.  _____________  __________________  _________________ 
8.  _____________  __________________  ___________________  
 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
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12.2.1.10  FEATURES OF LANGUAGE OF TEXT 
 

Language is, today, an inseparable part of human society. Human civilization has been 
possible only through language. It is through language only that humanity has come out of 
the Stone Age and has developed science, art and technology in a big way.  Language is a 
means of communication. 
 
The following are common language features: 
 

1.  Alliteration – when the poet uses the same consonant letter at the beginning of a 
number of words placed close together, for example: dark plastic skeleton dangling 
near my door. 

2.  Apostrophe – addressing an inanimate object or a dead person as if they were alive. 
For example: ‘Death be not proud though some have called thee mighty.’ 

3.  Assonance – when the poet repeats the same vowel sound in a number of words 
placed closely together, for example: Billy’s pen hit the desk and it bounced into the 
window.  

4.  Consonance - repeating the consonant anywhere in a number of words For example: 
Deadly destruction of the world. 

5.  Hyperbole – dramatic exaggeration For example: I am so hungry I could eat a horse. 
6.  Imagery – graphic pictures created by colourful language features. For example: 

Algae lay still and bloated on the top. 
7.  Imperative voice – forceful verbs, ordering someone to do something. For example: 

Open your mind to injustice. 
8.  Irony – saying one thing but meaning another. For example: War doesn’t hurt 

anyone. 
9.  Metaphor – when one object through comparison becomes the other object. When a 

poet continues the comparison over a verse or a number of lines it becomes an 
extended metaphor For example: Lord Farquard is an evil monster. 

10.  Personification – when a composer transforms a non human object into a human by 
giving the object human qualities. For example: He was in love with the curvaceous 
lines of his red 3.6 liter turbo Porsche. 

11.  Similes – a comparison between two objects using “like” or “as”. For example: When 
the dragon saw donkey, she acted like a lovesick teenager. 

12.  Symbolism – when the composer uses an image to represent something else, such as 
winter which could symbolize death, or a dark shadow which could symbolize danger. 
For example: The shadows of the tall, dark trees were creeping closer to the child. 
(the underlined words could symbolize impending evil). 

13.  Tone – the feelings of the composer. These feelings are conveyed through word 
choice and imagery For example: I move into an amazing world. (The tone is one of 
appreciation and wonder). 

14.  Word choice – the composer’s choice affects the tone, the mood and the response of 
the reader. The words could be sensual (appeal to senses), emotive (emotional and 
stirring), humorous, descriptive, blunt, harsh, and so on. The following words are 
persuasive, direct and warm. For example: Move into its world and feel its magic. 
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 Look for the following words in the list of language features in this unit. Then 
 search  for examples and write them on the space provided. 

 
1. Alliteration       ______________________________________________________  

2.  Personification     ______________________________________________________  

3.  Hyperbole        ______________________________________________________  

4.  Assonance         _______________________________________________________  

5.  Symbolism         ______________________________________________________  

6.  Irony                    ______________________________________________________  

7.  Consonance        ______________________________________________________  

8.  Metaphor         ______________________________________________________ 

9.  Simile                _______________________________________________________  

10.  Apostrophe       _______________________________________________________  
 

 
 
 
 Read each sentence below then identify the language feature used. Write your 
 answer on the space before each number.  
 

__________1.  The dam ran dry during the drought. 

__________2.    The rain in Spain falls mainly in the plains. 

__________3.    Kelly’s mobile phone dropped into the toilet like a falling star. 

__________4.    She was fairly certain that life was a fashion show. 

__________5.    Old Mr. Johnson has been teaching here since the Stone Age. 

__________6.    Justice is blind and, at times deaf. 

__________7.    Peggy heard the last piece of cheesecake in the refrigerator calling her 
    name. 

__________8.    The sun sizzled softly in the afternoon. 

__________9.    The detective listened to her tales with a wooden face. 

_________10.    How now brown cow?  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Comparing and contrasting 

 Vocabulary Activity 10 20 Minutes 

10 Minutes Learning Activity 10 
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When you compare things, it means that you give their similarities. And when you contrast 
things, you give their differences. The tables below show you some words you can use to 
compare and contrast things. 
 
Words used for comparing 

alike, like identical equivalent 

similar, similarities also resembles 

just as   likewise corresponds to 

corresponds to comparable to  by the same token 

 
Words used for contrasting 

unlike  more than, less than, fewer than 

different, differences is different from, differs from 

in contrast worse, better 

whereas conversely 

but, although, however on the other hand 

 
 
Grammar Activity 10:  
A.  Write a sentence to compare each of the following pairs of words. Use any of the 
    comparing words you have learned. 
 

Example: 
  Life and song – Life is like a song; it has a beginning and an end. 
 
1.  flower and leaf  
  _____________________________________________________________________  

2.    moon and star 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.     bird and butterfly 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.     man and woman 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

5.     patience and obedience 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 

B. Write a sentence to contrast each of the following pairs of words. Use any of the   
 contrasting words you have learned. 
 

Example: 
  Life and song – Life is more complicated than a song. 
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1.   moon and sun 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

2.   life and death 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.   home and school 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.   sunrise and sunset 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

5.   sea and sky 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

12.2.2  SHORT STORIES 
 

12.2.2.1  What are Short Stories? 
 
A short story is a fictional work of prose that is shorter in length than a novel. A short story 
should be read in one sitting, anywhere. A short story can range from 1,000 to 20,000 words. 
Because of the shorter length, a short story usually focuses in one plot, one main character 
(with few additional characters), and one central theme. 
Types of short stories 
Short stories are flexible form of writing. Some distinctive types of short story can be 
identified, but many short stories cannot be clearly categorised. Many short story writers 
use combinations of these forms. The following broad categories will help the reader 
understand the form and purpose of short stories. 
 
1. ’Slice-of-life’ short stories – The ‘slice-of-life’ short stories deal with events from 
 everyday life in a limited time frame. The focus of these stories is narrow and often 
 domestically based. ‘Slice-of-life’ stories sometimes seem without plot, where small 
 and trivial incidents are related without obvious pattern – but when these incidents 
 are combined they create an impact or effect through mood. The endings of ‘slice-of-
 life’ stories are often inconclusive, leaving the reader to make up their mind about 
 what the story means and what ‘really’ happened or might have happened. 
 
2.  Narrative action stories – Narrative action stories often deal with unusual, exciting, 

 or supernatural events. They are often written to entertain rather than to make the 
 reader think deeply about issues and or relationships. The ending is satisfying, 
 drawing the events to a natural and logical conclusion. Narrative action stories 
 sometimes use a ‘twist in the tale’ ending. These types of conclusion are always 
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 surprising and sometimes shocking. The writer will have dropped clues to this ending 
 throughout the story, so that even though the reader is surprised, the ending still 
 makes sense. 

 
3.   True-to-life stories – These resemble narrative action stories in form, but have a 

 more realistic content. These stories build up solid and realistic pictures of ‘real’ 
 characters who are facing some sort of crisis or important decision. A strong theme is 
 an important feature of these stories. 

 
Features of a short story 
A short story is a narrative of interrelated events, involving a conflict and a resolution. The 
following are some essential features of a short story. 
1. A short story can be read at a single sitting. 
2. It revolves around a single incident, character or period of time. 
3. It mostly shows a decisive moment of life. 
4. Its plot is not very complex (in contrast to the novel) but it creates a unified  
  impression and leaves you with a vivid sensation rather than a numbered of  
  remembered facts. 
5. Once the climax is reached, the story ends with a minimal resolution.  
     
Purposes of short stories 
Why did the writer choose to write on this particular subject in this particular way? Most – if 
not all – writers seek to entertain their readers. They may also have a variety of other 
purposes – to instruct, amuse, frighten, to make us see things in a different way, and so on. 
Examples of short story that: 
1. Shows friendship damaged by pride and envy – Lizard and Crocodile (Sepik Myth) 
2.  Shows fear – The Tell Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe 
3.  Shows importance of being contented in life–The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant 
4.  Shows hope and selflessness – The Last Leaf by O’ Henry 
5.  Shows revenge – The Cask of Amontillado by Edgar Allan Poe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Using your dictionary or the Glossary of this unit, look for the meaning of the 

following words. Try to get their synonyms as well. 
 

WORD MEANING SYNONYM 

supernatural  
 

 

resemble  
 

 

logical  
 

 

10 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 11 
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revenge  
 

 

envy  
 

 

crisis  
 

 

domestically  
 

 

selflessness  
 

 

amuse  
 

 

conclusion  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Recall some of the short stories that you have read.  List down the title and purpose of each 
short story.  
 
 

Title of the Story  Purpose 

1. 
 

 

2. 
 

 

3. 
 

 

4. 
 

 

5. 
 

 

 
Grammar Review: Adjective clause 
An adjective clause is a group of words with a subject and verb that modifies a noun in a 
sentence. An adjective clause describes a noun. It follows the noun and begins with the 
relative pronouns who, which, that, whose, when, or where. Adjective clause is also called 
relative clause. 
 
The following relative pronouns are used in adjective clauses. 

 For subject of a clause  who, which, that 
 For object of a clause   who, whom, which, that 
 For possessive    whose 
 For place    where 

Learning Activity 11 10 Minutes 
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 For time    when 
 For reason    why 

Combined with preposition    to whom, to which, to whose, to where 
 
Examples: 
   
 Claire was a young girl who was very close to her best friend’s mother. 
     (adjective clause describing the girl) 
   
 Marty, who is a good cook, prepares the family’s favourite dish. 
   (adjective clause describing Marty) 
       
 Grandpa remembers the old days when there was no television.  
         (adjective clause describing the days) 
 
        
  Fruit that is grown organically is expensive. 
             (adjective clause describing the fruit) 
 
  Eco-friendly cars which run on electricity save gas. 
       (adjective clause describing the cars) 
 
Grammar Activity 11: Expand the following sentences by adding an adjective clause to  
  modify or describe each noun in bold letters. 
 
Example:     The setting was in the village. 
Answer:       The setting was in the village where the author spent his childhood. 
 
1.   This story is really interesting. 
        _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

2.    The main character in the story experienced a lot of hardships. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
3.   In the story ‘The Cask of Amontillado,’ Montresor, buried Fortunato alive under his 
  house. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

4.     The leaf symbolized hope in the story ‘The Last Leaf.’ 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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5.     Paulias Matane has written many books. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
6.  Martin Luther’s speech touched the hearts of many people. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
7.  The story has a beautiful ending. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
8.  The Lizard and the Crocodile is a story about two friends. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
9.  The old man in the story wiped his face with a newspaper. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
10.  Nora Vagi Brash is a famous Papua New Guinean writer. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 

12.2.2.2  The Aspects of Short Stories 
 
Consider all the following aspects when you analyse and respond to a short story, but a short 
story need not include them all. Writers often focus on one or two of the aspects or features 
and may ignore others. Identifying the main features of a story will help you respond 
intelligently to it. 
 
1. Setting – The time and location in which a story takes place is called the setting. A 

short   story is usually set in one place, and for a brief period of time. For some stories 
setting is important. The setting is rarely described in detail, nor it is generally of any 
particular significance; however, it can provide an important backdrop in terms of 
social values and environment, shaping both character and theme. There are several 
aspects of a story's setting to consider when examining how setting contributes to a 
story (some, or all, may be present in a story): 
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 a. place - geographical location.  Where is the action of the story taking place?  
 b. time - When is the story taking place? (historical period, time of day, year, 
   and so on.     
 c. weather conditions - Is it rainy, sunny, stormy, and so on?  
 d. social conditions - What is the daily life of the characters like? Does the story 
   contain local colour (writing that focuses on the speech, dress, mannerisms, 
   customs, and so on, of a particular place)?    
 e.  mood or atmosphere - What feeling is created at the beginning of the story?  
   Is it bright and cheerful or dark and frightening?  
 
2.   Character – Character development is often limited to one or main characters. This    

narrow focus increases the intensity of the short story. It is often difficult to study 
minor characters in a short story, as very little information is given – consequently 
they do not ‘stand out’ by themselves. Often the main character (protagonist) has to 
learn a lesson, so they can grow and work through issues and challenges. 
Relationships between the main character and minor characters provide insight to 
themes.  

 
   a. protagonist – this character is clearly central to the story with all major  

   events having some importance to this character. 
  b. antagonist – this character opposes the main character.  
  c. static character – this character does not change in the course of the story. 
  d. dynamic character – this character changes in the course of the story. 
 
3.   Plot –The plot is how the author arranges events to develop his basic idea; it is the 

 sequence of events in a story or play.  The plot is a planned, logical series of events 
 having a beginning, middle, and end.  The short story usually has one plot so it can be 
 read in one sitting.  There are five essential parts of a plot: 

 
 a. Introduction - The beginning of the story where the characters and the  
    setting is revealed.  
  b. Rising Action - This is where the events in the story become complicated and 
    the conflict in the story is revealed (events between the introduction and 
    climax).  
   Conflict - Conflict is essential to plot.  Without conflict there is no plot.  It is 
   the opposition of forces which ties one incident to another and makes the 
   plot move. Conflict is not merely limited to open arguments; rather it is any 
   form of opposition that faces the main character. Within a short story, there 
   may be only one central struggle, or there may be one dominant struggle with 
   many minor ones.  
 
   There are two types of conflict:  
   a. External - A struggle with a force outside one's self. 
   b.    Internal - A struggle within one's self; a person must make some  
    decision, overcome pain, quiet their temper, resist an urge, and so on.  
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         There are four kinds of conflict:  
    a.  Man vs. Man (physical) - The leading character struggles with his  
    physical strength against other men, forces of nature, or animals.  
   b.   Man vs. Circumstances/Nature (classical) - The leading character  
    struggles  against  fate, or  the circumstances of life facing him/her.  

         c.  Man vs. Society (social) - The leading character struggles against  
    ideas, practices, or customs of other people.  
         d.  Man vs. Himself/Herself (psychological) -  The leading character  
    struggles with  himself/herself; with his/her own soul, ideas of right or 
    wrong, physical limitations, choices, and so on. 
 
 c.  Climax - This is the highest point of interest and the turning point of the story
   The reader wonders what will happen next; will the conflict be   
                         resolved or not?    

 d.    Falling action - The events and complications begin to resolve themselves.  
  The reader knows what has happened next and if the conflict was resolved or 
  not (events between climax and denouement).  

 e.     Denouement - This is the final outcome or untangling of events in the story. 

4. Theme - The theme in a piece of fiction is its controlling idea or its central insight.  It 
 is the author's underlying meaning or main idea that he is trying to convey.  The 
 theme may be the author's thoughts about a topic or view of human nature.  The 
 title of the short story usually points to what the writer is saying and he may use 
 various figures of speech to emphasize his theme. Some simple examples of common 
 themes from literature, TV, and film are:  

  - Things are not always as they appear to be.  
 - Love is blind.  
 - Believe in yourself.  
 - People are afraid of change. 
 - Don't judge a book by its cover. 

5.  Style - There are four basic literary styles used in writing. These styles distinguish the 
 work of different authors from one another. In short stories we use the narrative 
 style.  

  Narrative style of writing is a type of writing style where the writer narrates a 
 story to the readers. Usually, narrative writing is categorized as fiction, which is 
 based on imaginative events or stories that did not actually happen. The other 
 category of writing is known as nonfiction, which would be writing that is 
 based on real facts. This usually consists of newspapers, essays, reports, and other 
 informative writing. However, some nonfiction can in fact tell a story, which would 
 classify it as narrative writing. Narrative writing includes short stories, novels, 
 novellas, biographies, autobiographies and  poetry. 
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  Examples:   

 a. The Cask of Amontillado (short story by Edgar Allan Poe) – the main character 
  narrated how he secretly took revenge.  
 b. The Biography of Anne Frank (biography by Carol Anne Lee) -  tells about her 
  short life and her experiences during the World War II.  
 c. A Grave Situation (poem by Claude Morris) – tells about man’s experience in 
  the cemetery  
 
  

  

A. Match the words in column A with the meanings in B. Write the letter of your 
answers on the space before each number. 

      A               B 

_____1. Theme   a. location and time of the story 

_____2. Narrative  b. people who experience the events in a story 

_____3. Conflict  c. the sequence of events in a story 

_____4. Denouement  d. the highest point of interest in a story 

_____5. Protagonist  e. opposes the main character in a story 

_____6.    Antagonist  f. the main character and the centre of events in a 

      story 

_____7.    Climax   g. the untangling of events in a story   

_____8.  Plot   h.   the opposition of forces or the struggles faced in 

     a story 

_____9.  Character  i.   style of writing that tells a story 

_____10.  Setting   j.   the main idea of the story that the author wants 

     to convey  

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 

 

A.  Read the following short story written by an anonymous author. Identify the aspects 
 of the story by completing the table below. 

10 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 12 

Learning Activity 12 
10 Minutes 
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Puppy Love 
“Shiro! Shiro!” Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura were worried. Their dog Shiro was missing. “Shiro!” 
they called again and again. Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura lived on a small island in Japan. They 
looked everywhere on the island, but they couldn’t find Shiro. 

The next day Mr. Nakamura heard a noise at the front door. He opened the door and there 
was Shiro. Shiro was very wet and he was shivering. A few days later Shiro disappeared 
again. He disappeared in the morning, and came back late at night. When he came back, he 
was wet and shivering.  
 
Shiro began to disappear often. He always disappeared in the morning and came back late at 
night. He was always wet when he came back. Mr. Nakamura was curious. “Where does 
Shiro go?” he wondered. “Why is he wet when he comes back?” 
 
One morning Mr. Nakamura followed Shiro. Shiro walked to the beach, ran into the water, 
and began to swim. Mr. Nakamura jumped into his boat and followed his dog. Shiro swam 
for about two miles. Then he was tired, so he climbed onto a rock and rested. A few minutes 
later he jumped back into the water and continued swimming. 
 
Shiro swam for three hours. Then he arrived at an island. He walked onto the beach, shook 
the water off, and walked toward town. Mr. Nakamura followed him. Shiro walked to a 
house. A dog was waiting in front of the house. Shiro ran to the dog and the two dogs began 
to play. The dog’s name was Marilyn. Marilyn was Shiro’s girlfriend.  
 
Marilyn lived on Zamami another Japanese island. Shiro and the Nakamuras moved to Aka, a 
smaller island. They took Shiro with them. Shiro missed Marilyn very much and wanted to be 
with her. But he wanted to be with the Nakamuras, too. So, Shiro lived with the Nakamuras 
on the island of Aka and swam to Zamami to visit Marilyn.  
People were amazed when they heard about Shiro. The distance from Aka to Zamami is two 
and a half miles, and the ocean between the islands is very rough. “Nobody can swim from 
Aka to Zamami!” 

Shiro became famous. Many people went to Zamami because they wanted to see Shiro. 
During one Japanese holiday, 3,000 people visited Zamami. They waited on the beach for 
Shiro. “Maybe Shiro will swim to Zamami today,” they said. They all wanted to see Shiro, the 
dog who was in love.  
 

Title  

Setting  

Characters 

 

 

 

Describe each character  
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Plot 

a. How did the story begin?  
b. What was the conflict or 

problem/s encountered? 
c. What was the most 

exciting part of the story? 
d. How was the problem 

solved? 
e. How did the story end? 

 

 

 

 

Theme of the story 

 

 

 
B.  Tell whether each of the following stories is a fiction or nonfiction. Write your answer 
   on the space provided. 
 
1.  The Adventure of Huckleberry Finn  _________________________________  
 
2.  Speech of Martin Luther King   _________________________________  
 
3.  Biography of Sir Paulias Matane  _________________________________  
 
4.  Which Way, Big Man?    _________________________________  
 
5.  The Old Man and the Sea   _________________________________ 
 
 

Grammar Review: Adjectives commonly used to describe style 
Put simply, style is the way something is written. The following words are used to describe 
style. 
 

 biased  elegant  illogical  ornate  sentimental 
 colloquial  emotive  impartial  passionate  succinct 
 convoluted  formal  informal  realistic  technical 
 descriptive  formulaic  melodramatic  reasonable  unique 
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 dull  fresh  morbid  repetitive  whimsical 
 
Exercise:   Write a sentence describing the word on the right. Use the adjective on the 

left to describe. You may use a dictionary to help you.  An example is done for 
you. 

Example: elegant – dinner  
  The rich man prepared an elegant dinner for the honored guests. 
 
1. descriptive – essay 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

2. realistic – story 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

3. formal – gathering 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

4. reasonable – price 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

5. unique – costume 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

6. dull – character 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

7. sentimental – music 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

8.  colloquial – language 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

9. fresh – flowers 
 _____________________________________________________________________  

10. melodramatic – speech 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.2.3  Techniques in Writing a Short Story 

For many writers, the short story is the perfect medium. Writing a short story is not as big 
and difficult task as writing a novel. That does not mean however, that short stories are easy 
to write or that they are not as artistic and valuable as novels. With practice, patience, and 
imagination, you could be the next best-selling short story writer. Here are some techniques 
that will help you write a short story. 
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1. Collect ideas for your story. Inspiration can strike at any time, so carry a notepad 
 with you wherever you go so that you can write down story ideas as they come to 
 you. 

2. Begin with the basics of a short story. After you have chosen an idea, you need to 
 remember the basics of a short story before writing one. The steps to a good short 
 story are:  

 Introduction: introduce characters, setting, time, weather, and so on. 
 Initiating action: the point of a story that starts the rising action. 
 Rising action: events leading up to the climax or turning point. 
 Climax: the most intense point or turning point of the story. 
 Falling action: your story begins to conclude. 
 Resolution: a satisfying ending to the story in which the central conflict is 

resolved—or not. You don't have to write your short story in order. If you 
have an idea for a great conclusion, write it down. Move backward or forward 
from your starting idea (it may or may not be the beginning of the story) and 
ask yourself questions. “What happened before this?” “What happens next?” 

4. Find inspiration from real people. If you have trouble understanding or finding 
attributes of a character, turn to your life. You can easily borrow attributes of people 
you know or even strangers you notice. 
 

5. Know your characters. For a story to be believable, the characters have to feel 

 genuine and realistic. It can be a difficult task to create interesting and realistic 

 characters. But here are a few strategies to create "real people" to populate your 

 story:  

 Write a list, titled with the character's name, and write all the attributes you can 
think of, from their favorite color, to their favorite foods to their motivations. Do 
they talk with an accent? Do they have any quirky mannerisms? You won’t 
include all this information in your story, but the more you know, the more your 
characters will come to life, both for you and for the reader. 

 Make sure your characters' personalities are not perfect. Every character needs 
to have some flaws, some problems, some imperfections and some insecurity.  

People can relate to characters with problems, as that is realistic. When trying to 
come up with flaws, you do not need to give your character some huge, bizarre issue 
(although you definitely can). For most characters, try to hold on with things you 
know about. For example, the character could have anger issues, be afraid of water, 
be lonely, dislikes being around other people, smokes too much, and so on. Any or all 
of these could be developed further.    

6. Limit the breadth of your story. The main events of a short story should occur in a 
 relatively short period of time (days or even minutes), and you typically won’t be able 
 to develop effectively more than one plot, two or three main characters, and one 
 setting. If your story has much more breadth, it probably needs to be a novel.   

http://www.wikihow.com/Get-Inspired-to-Write
http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Novel
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7. Decide who will tell the story. It refers to the one telling the story and whether it is 
 first-person point of view or third-person point of view. Consider whether the writer 
 allies him – or herself with the narrator’s viewpoint is the only one in the story. 

8. Organize your thoughts. After you have prepared the basic elements of your story, it 
 can be helpful to make some sort of time-line to help you decide what should happen 
 when. Your story should consist of at least an introduction, initiating incident, 
 rising  action, climax, falling action, and resolution.           

9. Start writing. Depending on how thoroughly you have sketched out your plot and 
characters, the actual writing process may simply be one of choosing the right words.       

 

10. Come out swinging. The first sentence of any writing should grab the reader’s 
 attention and leave him/her wanting more. A quick start is especially important in 
 short stories because you don’t have much room to tell your story.  
 

11. Let the story write itself. As you develop your story, you may want to turn your plot 
 in a different direction than you had planned, or you may want to substantially 
 change or remove a character. Listen to your characters if they tell you to do 
 something different, and don’t worry about scrapping your plans altogether if you 
 can make a better story as you go. 
 
12. You can start with a dialogue. Using a dialogue at the beginning can help you open a 
 story economically, interestingly and effectually. Conversation can develop your 
 characters and show the story setting and environment at the same time. 
 You may use flashback or foreshadowing in  writing your dialogue. Flashback is a 
 scene  within a scene in which the writer reveals details about the past, something 
 that happened before the current narrative. Foreshadowing is an advance sign or 
 warning of what is to come or happen later in the story.  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 Here are some literary and technical terms commonly used in story writing. Study 
 them and be able to use them appropriately in your own writing activities. You may 
 also do your own research for additional terms used in short story. 
  
  Term      Meaning 
 
1. Allegory  - a story with two levels of meaning. One level is obvious, 

     while the other reveals events or characters that  
     symbolise a moral, political, or social point of view. 

2. Ambiguity  -  when meaning is unclear because it can be understood 
     in different ways.  

3. Denouement  - is a French word meaning “to untie”. It refers to the 
     final unraveling of a plot. 

 Vocabulary Activity 13 

10 Minutes 
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4. Flashback  - is a device used by writers (and in film) in which there is 
     a return to events that happened in the past. 

5. Genre   - is a word that refers to a specific literary style: poetry, 
     drama, comedy, science fiction, and so on. 

6. Idiom   - is a language that does not literary mean what it says. 
7. Imagery   - is used by writers to make their descriptions more vivid 

     and interesting. 
8. Irony   - implies a difference between what is said and what is 

     meant between appearances and reality, or between 
     what we expect and what takes place. 

9. Prologue  - is the introduction to a work of literature. 
10. Satire   - is the use of mocking or exaggerated humour to ridicule 

     faults and vices in our society. 
11. Stereotype  - is a person or thing considered to be representative of a 

     group; gender stereotypes are common. 
12. Symbol   - is used to suggest or represent something. 
13. Theme   - is the central idea or issue behind the events in a  

     written work. It is the motivation for the writer, who 
     then uses lot and characters to develop theme. 

14. Tone   - the tone of a literary work refers to the attitude that 
     the writer has towards the subject matter and the  
     reader. 

15. Tragedy   - describes the events surrounding the main character’s 
     fall from greatness.  

16. Fiction   - refers to literature created from a writer’s imagination 
     but may be based on real human experiences 

17. Non-fiction  - narrative prose dealing with facts and reality including 
     biography and history 

B. Choose five words from activity A and use them in sentences correctly.  
 
1. _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
2. _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
3. _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
4. _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
5. _____________________________________________________________________  
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A. Answer briefly the following questions based on the discussions on techniques in 
 writing a short story. Write your answer on the spaces provided. 
 
 1. What are you going to look for if you find it hard to create a character for your 
  story? 
  _______________________________________________________________  
   
  _______________________________________________________________  
 2. How can you make your story believable? 
  _______________________________________________________________  
   

_______________________________________________________________  
 
 3. Why do you need to limit the breadth or length of your story? 
  _______________________________________________________________  
   
  _______________________________________________________________  
 

B. Review the aspects of short story and the techniques in writing it then complete the 
 table to create your own story plan.  
 

Title  

Setting  

Characters Describe each character 

 
          Protagonist 
          Antagonist 
          Other character 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot 

a. How does your story 
begin?  

 

 

b. What is the problem/s 
encountered? (conflict) 

 

Learning Activity 13 30 Minutes 
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c. What is the most exciting 
part of the story? (climax) 

 

d. How is the problem solved? 
(falling action) 

 

e. How does the story end? 
(denouement) 

 

Theme of your story  

 
C. Now that you already have an outline for your own story, it is time for you to write 

it. Be sure that as you write, you follow the aspects and techniques that you have 
learned.  The space provided here may not be enough so you may get another 
sheet  of paper for your story. Use the space here to write the summary of your 
story  instead. Do not forget to give a title for your story.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Sentence fragment 
If you read a short story and try to analyse the sentences used, you will find out that not all 
sentences are complete. Complete sentences means that the sentences have subjects and 
verbs. A group of words that lacks either a subject or a verb is called sentence fragment.  A 
sentence fragment usually fails to tell who did something, what someone or something did, 
or what happened. 
 

Examples: Every character has (has what?) 
  Can relate to characters with problem (who can relate?) 
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Curing the sentence fragments: The two cures for the sentence fragments are: 
1.  Attach the fragment to the preceding sentence. 
2.  Make the fragment into a complete sentence.  

 

Examples: Characters' personalities are not perfect and every character has 
imperfections. 

  People can relate to characters with problem. 
 

Exercise:   Change the following sentence fragments to complete sentences. Write your 
  sentences on the spaces provided. 
 

1.  A display of arts and crafts in the lobby of the auditorium 
       ____________________________________________________________________  

2.   A lonely freshman in the bleachers 
      _____________________________________________________________________  

3.   The children around the tall Christmas tree  
      _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  After you have read the story 
      _____________________________________________________________________  

5.   For a story to be believable 
      _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

12.2.2.4  Analysing a Short Story 
 

You read a short story for several of purposes. You may read one because it is a part of your 
lesson at school, you want to know some information about a certain issue or you simply 
want to pass the time and be entertained. No matter what your purpose in reading a short 
story is, you must find a time to analyse the story you are reading to help you have a better 
understanding of its context.  The following guide questions will help you analyse your 
favorite short story or any short story that you read. 
 
 
A. Plot/structure 

 Does the story have an introduction or does it start in medias res (Latin term 
which means ‘in the middle’)?  

 What are the actions or events of the narrative?  
 Are the episodes in chronological order? If not, why not? 
 Are any later incidents foreshadowed early in the story?  
 Are flashbacks used to fill in past events? If so, why? 
 What elements create suspense in the plot?  
 Where is the climax pop up (most intense action or point of highest emotional 

interest)? 
 Do events seem realistic or unrealistic (romantic or fantastic)? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_medias_res
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 Are conflicts resolved at the end of the story?  
 Is there a surprise ending?  

B. Characters 
 Facts: Name, age, gender, appearance, family situation 
 Social background: Education, job, language 
 Does the character develop (change or learn something) in the story?  How? 

Why? 
 Aspects of character: Intellectual abilities, attitudes towards life, attitudes 

towards other people, moral ideas, temperament 
 How is the character presented? Directly through the narrator? Indirectly 

through behaviour, thoughts or speech? 
 What is the author's attitude to the character? Are we meant to sympathize 

with the character or criticize him/her? 
 

C. Setting 
 Where: Geographical location, social environment, nature 
 When: Historical period, the season of the year, the time of the day, time 

span, flashbacks 
 Does the setting create a specific atmosphere? 
 Does the setting reveal anything about the feelings of the characters or the 

narrator(s)? 
 Does the place of action remain the same, or is there more than one physical 

setting? 
 Is the setting described in detail or hinted at? 

D. Point of view/narrator 
 Is it a first person narrator or a third person narrator? 
 Is the narrator reliable or unreliable? 
 Is the narrator omniscient? 
 Is the narrator´s point of view limited or unlimited? 
 Does the narrator comment on the action/ the characters, or is he neutral? 

E. Images and symbols 
 Are there words in the text that seem to mean more than we usually expect 

them to mean, i.e. are there any symbols? 
 What does the symbol represent? 
 What is the writer trying to make us see or understand? 
 Does the writer use metaphors or similes? If yes, to what effect? 

F.  Style and language 
 How would you describe the choice of words and their arrangement (the 

style) in this work? Does the author call attention to the way he or she uses 
words, or is the style inconspicuous? 

 What are the various connotations (shades of meaning, or emotional 
suggestions) of key words in this work? 

 If dialect or colloquial speech is used, what is its effect? Is the level of 
language appropriate for the speaker or characters in the work? 
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 Are there statements or actions in this work that are presented ironically (that 
is, there is a discrepancy between appearance and reality, or between what is 
said and what is intended)? 

 Is the style consistent throughout the work or does it shift to a different style 
(more formal or less formal, for example)? 

 Is the style suitable for the subject and theme of the work?  Does it contribute 
to the meaning of the whole or hinder the reader's understanding?  

G.  Theme 
 What is the central idea of the text? 
 What attitude to life is expressed in the story? 
 Are there symbols, images, and descriptive details in the text that suggest the 

theme(s)? 
 Does the title of the story indicate anything about the theme(s)? 

H.  Title 
 What is the link between the title, the characters, and the cause of events? 
 Does the title create expectations about the text? 
 Does the title suggest an interpretation? 

 
 
 
 
          
 
            
 
A. The following are some synonyms that you can use in your writing activities.       
 Study them and get the meaning of the words that are unfamiliar to you. 
 
Honest Dishonest Warm/kind Cold/unkind Proud 
dependable cunning affectionate aggressive arrogant 

frank calculating compassionate wicked                    boastful  

loyal deceitful considerate cruel conceited 

reliable false friendly  mean condescending 

sincere  hypocritical generous evil contemptuous 

trustworthy insincere gentle heartless scornful 

truthful treacherous helpful hostile supercilious 

straightforward unreliable loving  malicious  
 
 
B. Choose the correct word that will best complete each of the following sentences. 
 Circle the letter of your choice.  
 

 Vocabulary Activity 14 20 Minutes 
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1. Joshua works really hard. He works even in the absence of his boss. Josh is _____.  

 A.  friendly  B.  dependable C.  hostile  D.  deceitful. 
 
2. Vincent is very _______. He always shows too much pride in himself and in anything 
 he has. 

 A.  gentle  B.  generous  C.  boastful  D.  frank 
 
3. In the story ‘Sleeping Beauty’, Maleficent was the _____ witch who cursed Aurora. 

 A.  wicked  B.  sincere  C.  friendly  D.  truthful  
 
4. Being _____ means showing or feeling concern for someone who is sick, hurt or poor. 

 A.  conceited  B.  treacherous C.  malicious  D. compassionate  
 
5. Do not believe what that man said; he seemed to be very _____. 

 A.  sincere  B. straightforward C.  unreliable  D. sincere  
 

 
C. Write down at least five words and their synonyms. For example: start – begin. 
 
1. __________________________________________________________________  
 
2. __________________________________________________________________  
 
3. __________________________________________________________________  
 
4. __________________________________________________________________  
 
5. __________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
A.  Read the following story written by an anonymous author and analyse it by using 

the  guide questions presented in this lesson. Write your comments in the table. 
 

Dear Mr. Andropov 
 

Samantha Smith, a little girl from Maine was frightened. On TV she saw programs about 
nuclear bombs. She also saw pictures of missiles in news magazines. It was 1983. The United 
States and the Soviet Union were enemies, and the two countries were ready for war. 

20 Minutes Learning Activity 14 
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Samantha decided to write a letter to Yuri Andropov, who was the leader of the Soviet 
Union. She wrote:  
 
 

Dear Mr. Andropov, 
      My name is Samantha Smith. I am ten years old. I am worried about nuclear war. 
How are you going to help so we don’t have war? Please tell me. 

      I have another question, but you don’t have to answer it. Why do you want to 
conquer the world or at least our country? God wants us to live together in peace and not to 
fight. 
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                      Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                      Samantha Smith 
 
A few months later, Samantha received a letter from Mr. Andropov. The letter said: “the 
Soviet Union doesn’t want war with the United States. We want peace and friendship. Please 
visit my country. I want you to learn about Soviet Union and to meet Soviet children. 
Summer is the best time to visit.” Samantha and her parents decided to accept Mr. 
Andropov’s invitation therefore they flew to the Soviet Union in the summer. First they went 
to Russia, which was then part of the Soviet Union. Guides took them to important and 
beautiful places. Samantha learned to sing Russian songs and dance Russian dances. 
Sometimes she wore traditional Russian clothes. People in both the Soviet Union and the 
United States watched Samantha on TV. Samantha won their hearts. She was friendly and 
cheerful, a beautiful child with a big smile. Everyone liked her. At a children’s camp in the 
Soviet Union Samantha became friends with Natasha, a Soviet girl. Natasha and Samantha 
swam together and played piano together. They talked about music and clothes. “Natasha 
and I are friends,” Samantha thought.  “Why can’t our countries be friends?” Later Samantha 
wrote a book about her trip. On the first page she wrote, “I dedicate this book to the 
children of the world. They know that peace is always possible.”  Two years after her trip, 
Samantha Smith died in a plane crash. She was thirteen years old. The Soviet people didn’t 
want to forget Samantha therefore they put her picture on a postage stamp. They named a 
mountain, a flower, and a ship. “Samantha Smith.” Furthermore, when a Soviet astronomer 
discovered a new planet, he named it “Samantha Smith.” The astronomer said, “Samantha 
lived a short life, but she shone very brightly in it.”  
  
 

ASPECT OF THE SHORT STORY 
 

YOUR COMMENTS/ANALYSIS 

 
Plot/structure 
 

 

 
Characters 
 

 

 
Setting 
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Point of view/narrator 
 

 

 
Images/symbols 
 

 

 
Style and language 
 

 

 
Theme 
 

 

 
Title 
 

 

 
B.  Write a paragraph about what you think and feel about the story Dear Mr. 

 Andropov. Use transitional devices in writing your paragraph. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Transitional device  
Transitional devices are words or phrases that connect one sentence or paragraph with one 
another. Also known as connectives or linking words and phrases, they clarify a piece of 
writing by smoothly carrying thoughts and ideas from one point to the next. Some 
transitions can join two independent clauses into a sentence with a semi colon and a 
comma.  
Example:  
 Living near an active volcano can be dangerous; however, it can also be beneficial. 
 
Transitions can relate ideas in two independent clauses. These transitions can be used in 
either combining pattern. 
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Contrast Cause and effect 

 
however / nevertheless / nonetheless 

                
    therefore / thus/as a result/hence 

 
Example: 
 Living near an active volcano can be dangerous. However, it can also be beneficial. 
 Living near an active volcano can be dangerous. It can, however, also be beneficial. 
 
The following transitions most commonly introduce the second of two related independent 
clauses. 
  

Addition Contrast 

also, / in addition, / moreover, 
furthermore, / besides 

On the other hand, /however, /yet,/ 
          on the contrary, /though 

 
Example: 
 Living near an active volcano can be dangerous. On the other hand, it can be 
 beneficial. 
Grammar Activity 14:  Choose the appropriate transitional word or phrase to complete each 
 of the following sentences. Circle the letter of your choice. 
 
1. Theme is the central idea of a story; it _____ shows the attitude of the characters 
 towards life. 
 A. however   B. also 
 C. besides   D.  therefore 

2. Setting gives the geographical location, social environment and nature of a story 
 ____  to historical period, season of the year and time. 
 A. in addition   B. however 
 C. though    D. yet 

3. Many story writers use symbols or symbolisms; _____ readers must learn to analyse 
 the story for a better understanding. 
 A. furthermore    B. in addition 
 C. on the contrary  D. therefore 
 
4. Some events in a story seem realistic ______ some seem not. 
 A. furthermore   B. though 
 D. therefore   D.  hence  
 
5. A character is a person who acts in the story; _____he/she can also be the narrator. 
 A. as a result   B. however 
 C. moreover   D. besides  
  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
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12.2.3  DRAMA AND NOVELS 
 

12.2.3.1  What is Drama? 
 

Drama is acting out of a role on stage. What really makes the difference when you are 

studying drama as opposed to a written text (such as a novel or short story) is that the 

drama is something you watch rather than read – and it is the watching that a drama really 

‘comes alive’. If performed, there are only two essential elements: a performer and an 

audience. Other non-essential features such as make-up, lighting, special effects and scenic 

design – as well as, often, music and dance – are used to help create the illusion of a 

different character, place and time. These help audience feel the special quality of the 

performance and know how different it is from everyday experience. The performance may 

use language or it may be mimed. The performer need not even be human. Puppet drama 

has also been very popular throughout history.  

You have already learned theme and plot when you studied short story on pages 46 - 47. 

Drama, just like a short story has theme which is the central idea or issue behind the events 

in a written work. It is the motivation for a writer, who then uses plot and characters to 

develop the theme. Drama also has plot which shows what happens in the story, why it 

happens and the order in which events are presented to the reader.  
 

Literary aspects include characters, plot, theme, dialogue, convention (the techniques and 

methods used by the playwright and director to create the desired stylistic effect), genre and 

audience. The other elements of drama will be discussed in the latter parts of the topic.  

The following is a sample stage where a drama or play is performed. 
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  Look for the following words in the drama excerpt that you will find in Learning 

Activity 15. Get their meanings using your dictionary or other sources. 
 
   Word                  Meaning 
 
1. Grumble _________________________________________________________  
 
   _________________________________________________________
   
2.  Bunch  _________________________________________________________ 
 
    _________________________________________________________  
 
3.  Manhood _________________________________________________________ 
 
    _________________________________________________________  
  
4.  Orphan _________________________________________________________  
 
    _________________________________________________________  
  
5.  Jealousy _________________________________________________________ 
  
    _________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Read the drama excerpt from ‘The Sun’ written by Arthur Jawodimbari. This drama or 
 play is an adaptation of a traditional legend to modern dramatic form. The author 
 said he wanted to make a contrast between the old communal values and the 
 individualistic  attitude of modern life and to exemplify the spirit of forgiveness in 
 comparison to the spirit of revenge. 
 
Characters in Scene One 
  Children of Towara village 
  Bunani – a man from Towara village 
  Dobana – his wife 

 Vocabulary Activity 15 10 Minutes 

Learning Activity 15 50 Minutes 
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  Owade – orator from Towara village  
 
Scene One 
Outside Bunani’s hut. Early morning. It is dark. Enter a group of children, singing. During the 
singing the light gradually fades into bright daylight.  
  
Children: Sun, why do hide so long? 
   Sun shine, oh shine on us. 
   Come out of your lime pot. 
 
   Sun, why do you hide so long? 
   Come out, we have slept enough. 
   Come out of Tunana’s lime pot. 
   Sun, why do hide so long 
   In the darkness of your lime pot? 
   Come out of your mother’s womb. 
 
   Sun shine, oh shine on us, 
   Sun, look into our faces 
   Sun, make us warm, make us laugh. 
Bunani is now seen in front of his hut, chewing betel nut. Dobana comes in, carrying a pot of 
food. Bunani looks up briefly then goes on chewing. Dobana starts dishing up the food. 
 
Bunani: Hurry up with that food! You are very slow. I am tired of chewing betel nut. 
Dobana: Chewing betel nut? That’s nothing new. Every night you stay up, chewing, till 
   you finish the whole bunch. 
Bunani: Stop that talk and pass me the food. My saliva is dry. 
 
Dobana hands him a dish. 
 
Dobana: There, eat it all. I am not hungry. These taros are very tasteless. I wish we had 
   some fish. 
Bunani: Can you catch fish? Or aren’t you a woman? Why grumble about fish? Don’t 
   you see the waves are too rough these days? I am hungry for food not fish. 
 
Bunani starts eating his food. Dobana too starts eating. 
 
Dobana: The wind blows all the time, but we don’t have any rain. Maybe the people of 
   Beube are sailing to our place. 
Bunani: No, the people of Beube won’t come until the moon falls behind the sea. But I 
   think the people of Busega are making the wind blow, so that we can’t catch 
   any fish for the feast. 
Dobana: Aee… even if the wind didn’t blow, you wouldn’t go out fishing. You just talk 
   about fishing, but you never touch the sea. 
Bunani: (Angrily) Have you ever eaten a fish you caught yourself? You just shut up!  
                And what about your brother? Ask him to catch some fish instead of playing 
   around on the beach. 
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Dobana: I see, you don’t dare face the sea yourself, but you want my brother to go out                                   
   and catch fish.  
Bunani:  He doesn’t do any other work. So he might just as well catch some fish for 
  you. 
Dobana:   This is husband and wife talk. Don’t bring in my brother. He is no longer a  
   small boy, he is approaching manhood. 
Bunani:  You’re the one who started the talk. I don’t like talking but you forced me to 
  talk. You are a woman who says one thing one moment, another thing the  
  next. 
Dobana:      When is that feast going to be held? We have not brought our crops from  
  the garden yet. 
Bunani:       There is plenty of time. The feast will be held when the next moon comes out. 
  There is no hurry. Many people have not brought their food crops yet. But  
  tomorrow we will ask the young men and women to help us carry our food to  
  the village. Our big men say we must give more than what the Emoi class  
  gives us. 
Dobana:      Yes, they talk a lot. They said they blinded us with their food crops. They said  
  we can’t give them as much as they give us. 
                 
Dobana takes another bowl full of food and places in the front of Bunani. 
Bunani:         What’s all that in the big bowl? 
Dobana:        That is Tunana’s food. He is young, and always hungry. I know. 
  Take it to him in the men’s house. 
Bunani:  How many stomachs has your brother got? This food is just too much. He did 
  not follow us to the garden yesterday. Why give him so much? Have you left 
  enough food for the children?  
Dobana:  He is not a pig or dog to eat your leftovers. He does work in the garden, but 
  yesterday he stayed home with the other young men. I put the children’s food 
  in the basket, before I dished up the food for us. 
Bunani:  All right, let him sleep, play and eat all the time. You can feed him like a piglet 
  in a cage. 
Dobana:  If I don’t give him food, who else will? He has no relative to go to, our parents 
  are dead. 
Bunani:  All right, give me the bowl of food and I’ll take it to him. 
 
Dobana gives him the bowl. 
 
Dobana:  Go well. I must see what the children are doing. 
 
Exit Dobana. 
 
Bunani:  What has the fellow done to deserve this amount of food? He has done  
  nothing except swimming in the sea and playing on the beach. 
 
Bunani transfers the taros to another bowl, which he hides. He replaces the taros with stones 
and covers them up. Owade comes in, in time to see Bunani disappear.  
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Owade:  A man walks proudly in the sun 
  a man walks angrily in the warmth. 
  He takes his good fortune for granted. 
  He does not know what jealousy will do 
  to him and to the rest of us. 
  A man walks proudly in the sun 
  he is going to offend an orphan –  
  he does not know that an orphan is guarded 
  by anxious parents from the land of the dead. 
  A man walks angrily to the orphan –  
  he does not know how closely he lives 
  to the spirits of the dead. 
  A man carries our fortunes in a bowl of stones. 
  May his foot stumble, 
  May his mind falter 
  and his heart loses courage… 
  Sleep soundly men and women of Towara 
  the time could be near 
  when you no longer want to sleep….   
 
 Answer the following questions about the play you read. 
 
1.  Describe the two main characters below. What are they like? 
    a. Bunani _______________________________________________________  
    
   _____________________________________________________________  
 
 b. Dobana ______________________________________________________  
 
   _____________________________________________________________  
    
2.  Describe the setting. 
    ____________________________________________________________________  
 
   ____________________________________________________________________  
    
3.  What do you think is the theme? (You are given a clue in the introduction). 
    _____________________________________________________________________  
 
     _____________________________________________________________________  
    
4.  Write a summary (3-5 sentences) of the plot of the play so far and predict what might      
      happen. Use gerunds in writing your summary. 
     _____________________________________________________________________  
 
    _____________________________________________________________________  
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     _____________________________________________________________________  
 
     _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
5. List the main features of a script.  
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
  Grammar Review: Gerund – verbal used as noun 
Verbal is a verb form but does not function as verb but functions as other part of speech. 
Verbals ending in –ing can be used as nouns. These verbal nouns are called gerunds. 
Gerunds may be a subject, a predicate noun, a direct object, object of the preposition or 
appositive. (Appositive renames the noun that precedes it.) 
 
Examples: 
  Acting out a role on stage is drama.  
   (acting, a gerund, is the subject of the sentence.) 
  Drama is acting out on stage. 
   (acting, a gerund, is the predicate noun) 
  The students learned acting on stage.  
   (acting, a gerund, is the direct object of learned.) 
  The students probably learned from the teachers the art of acting on stage.  
   (acting, a gerund, is object of preposition of.) 
  My sister’s hobby, acting on stage is really fulfilling. 
   (acting, a gerund is the appositive of the noun hobby.) 
 
Grammar Activity 15 :  Complete the following sentences with gerund form of the indicated 
verb. Write              your answer on the blank provided. 
1. I feel like _______________ (go) to a movie tonight. 
 
2.  Why did you end up _______________ (master) forestry? 
3.  Sarah has always loved _______________ (be) outdoors. However, she has always 
  had trouble _______________ (do) desk jobs.  
 
4.  I think _______________ (defend) yourself is the right thing to do if you have a good 
  reason.  
 
5.  Alicia enjoys ______________(watch) soap operas on television. 
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6.  Many drivers avoid ______________ (drive) in heavy traffic. 
 
7.  I can’t imagine _______________ (jump) out of a flying jet. 
 
8.  Do you feel like _______________ (eat) hamburger? 
 
9.  We learned the virtue of _______________ (respect) others from our parents.  
 
10.  _______________ (Learn) to love others as you love yourself is the greatest love of 
  all.   
 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.3.2  Technical and Performance Aspects of Drama 
 
The aspects or elements of drama by which dramatic works can be analysed and evaluated 
can be categorised into three major areas namely literary elements, technical elements and 
performance elements.  
 
Technical Aspects of Drama 
Aside from the literary aspects, drama also has the technical aspects which are as follows: 
 
1. Scenery (set) – The theatrical equipment, such as curtains, flats, backdrops, or 

 platforms used in a dramatic production to communicate environment. 

2.  Costumes – Clothing and accessories worn by actors to portray character and period. 

3.  Props – Short for properties: any article, except costume or scenery, used as part of a 

 dramatic production; any moveable object that appears on stage during a 

 performance.  

4. Lights – The placement, intensity and colour of lights to help communicate 

 environment, mood or feeling. 

5.  Sound – The effects an audience hears during performance to communicate 

 character, context or environment. 

6.  Make-up – face and body paint used to transform an actor into a character. 

 

Performance Aspect of Drama 

Performance aspect is also important in drama and they are as follows: 

 

1.  Acting -  use of face, body and voice to portray a character. 

2.  Character motivation – the reason for a character’s behavior; an incentive or 

inducement for further action of a character. 

3.  Character analysis – in responding to dramatic art, the process of examining how the 

elements of drama – literary, technical and performance are used. It is the process of 
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examining a character’s roles, behavior, personality and how he or she reacts to 

other characters in different situations. 

4.  Empathy – the capacity to relate to the feelings of another. 

5.  Speaking – the mode of expression or delivery of lines. 

6.  Breath control – proper use of lungs and diaphragm muscle for maximum capacity 

and efficiency of breath for speaking. 

7.  Vocal expression – how an actor uses his or her voice to convey character. 

8.  Inflection – change in pitch or loudness of the voice. 

9.  Projection – how well the voice carries to the audience. 

10. Speaking style – the mode of expression or delivery of lines. 

11. Diction – selection and pronunciation of words; clarity of speech. 

12. Nonverbal expression – a.) gestures: any movement of the actor’s head, shoulder, 

arm, hand, leg, or foot to convey meaning. b.) facial expression: physical and vocal 

aspects used by an actor to convey mood, feeling or personality.  

 
 
 
 
 

 Fill in the blanks with the correct words to complete the given definitions.  
 

1.  The theatrical equipment, such as curtains, flats, backdrops, or platforms, used in a       

       dramatic production to communicate environment is called ____________________. 

2.    It is the capacity to relate to the feelings of other people ______________________.  

3.   The movement of the actor’s head, shoulder arm, hand, leg, or foot to convey 

 meaning is called ______________________. 

4.    It is the use of face, body, and voice to portray a character _____________________. 

5.   The clothing and accessories worn by actors to portray character and period are 

 known as the __________________________. 

6.   It is how an actor uses his or her voice to convey character _____________________. 

7.   The physical and vocal aspects used by an actor to convey mood, feeling or 

 personality is called ________________________. 

8.   It is any moveable object that appears on stage during a performance ____________. 

9.   The selection and pronunciation of words and the clarity of speech is called 

 ___________________. 

10.  The costumes, wigs, and body paint used to transform an actor into a character are 

 called ____________________.  

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 
 
 
 

Learning Activity 16 20 Minutes 

    Vocabulary Activity 16 20 Minutes 
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 Pretend that you were the one who wrote the drama “The Sun” (refer to Learning Activity 
15) on page 65. Create the setting for the drama by listing down the materials you need to 
complete the technical aspects of drama. An example for each technical aspect is given. 
     

Props betel nut,  
 

Costumes meri dress, 
 

Scenery trees, 
 

Sound kundu, 
 

Light spot light for the sun,  
   

Make up lipstick,  
 

 
 
Grammar Review: Participle – verbal used as adjective 
A participle is a form of verb that is used as an adjective. A participle is part adjective and 
part verb. To find what word a participle modifies, ask the question ‘who?’ or ‘what?’ about 
the participle.  
 
Examples:  
 A cup engraved with the winner’s name will be the top prize. (What is engraved? 
 Cup. Engraved is a participle modifying the noun cup.) 
       
 The man standing in front of the room is the headmaster. (Who is standing? 
 Man. Standing is a participle modifying the noun man.) 
 

 The damaged pair of sunglasses, bruised face, broken arm, and bleeding knees 
 meant that Janette had taken another spill on her mountain bike.  

   (Which pair of sunglasses? The damaged pair. Which face? The bruised one. Which 
   arm? The broken one. Which knees? The bleeding ones.) 

Grammar Activity 16: 
A.  The following nouns are taken from Vocabulary Activity 16. Write your own 
 sentences modifying the given nouns using participles. Draw an arrow to show the 
 participle and the noun it modifies. An example is done for you. 
 
 
Example:  equipment – The equipment purchased two years ago have gone missing. 
  (The participle purchased modifies the noun equipment.) 
  
1. people-_______________________________________________________________  
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2.  actor-_________________________________________________________________ 
  
3.  character-_____________________________________________________________ 
 
4. clothing-______________________________________________________________ 
 
5. voice- ________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. personality-   __________________________________________________________ 
 
7. performance-__________________________________________________________ 
 
8. speech-_______________________________________________________________ 
  
9.  costumes-_____________________________________________________________ 
 
10. wigs- ________________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

12.2.3.3  Analysing Drama 
 
Analysing drama is like listening to a movie, but not seeing the movie. If we can’t see the 
movie, we must listen to what the characters say to tell us about them. Also we must know 
what the characters are doing because actions tell us a lot about people. It is important to 
know what kind of people or characters are in the play, where the play takes place, and what 
is happening. 
 
As you read the following information texts take note of the methods used to read and 
understand the elements of a play so that you can apply them to the play you read. You may 
not have heard of, or read, the plays that are discussed in this information text, but the 
processes that are used are those that you will apply to your own study.  
Here are some important points in analysing a drama or play: 
1. A drama or play must have a title. Does the title help you in understanding the play? 
2. The actors. These are the characters in the play. The playwright will give some clues 
 to the actors about what kinds of people they are so that they can act in the way he 
 wants them to act. Are the characters like real people? 
3. The setting. The setting is sometimes partly described by a narrator. This helps the 
 audience visualise the setting even if there is not much on the stage to tell them 
 about the setting. The setting is also described in the stage directions. This 
 description helps those people setting up the stage or directing the play to know 
 what to use. Is enough information given for you as the audience to feel the setting 
 exists? 
4. Stage directions. It is an instruction written in the script of a play that gives direction 
 to the actors or information about the scenery. These tell the actors what will be on 
 the stage and what they will be using (for example, chairs). Is there enough 
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 information for the actors to know what is needed? Who would use these stage 
 directions? 
5. The scene. This tells who is on the stage, what they are doing and who is coming in 
 (making an entrance) or going out (exiting). Actors are also expected to contribute to 
 the character from their own experience or to do what the director tells them. Is 
 there enough information for the actors to know what they should be doing? 
6. Other stage directions. These are usually brief notes in the dialogue. Note the way 
 they are set out and punctuated. They tell the actors how to move, when to enter 
 and leave, the gestures to make, where to look, the facial expressions to make, and 
 the tone of voice to use. The stage directions also tell how the play ends. Is there 
 enough information for the actors to know what they need to do?  
 

Definition of Important Words for Drama Analysis 

Protagonist The main character who is trying to get somewhere or get 
something done. 

Antagonist The character or force that is working against the Protagonist. 

Setting Where the play takes place. 

Mood Is the play serious, funny, sad, and so on 

Conflict All stories have some sort of struggle or conflict. What is the  
conflict? Conflict can be any of the following:  
--people against people/society/businesses/government 
--people against something inside, like their 
feelings/heart/brain 
--people against nature 

Character  
Analysis/  
Descriptions 
 

Look at what the characters say and what they do. Think of 
how you would describe their emotions, their intelligence, 
their courage, their honesty, and so on. Which ones are 
good? Which ones are not good? If you met one of these 
characters in real life, what type of things would you expect 
them to say or to do? Imagine that the characters showed up 
in the GED class. How would they behave? Characters can be 
many things: 
--honest, brave, intelligent, polite, kind 
--dishonest, cowardly, unintelligent, rude, afraid 
--funny, pretty, happy 
--scary, ugly, sad 
--big, loud, clumsy 
--short, quiet, graceful 
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Predictions Can you tell what may happen? You are only reading a small 
part of a large play. What do you think happens after? Make 
predictions about what will happen with the characters after 
you have finished reading. What would happen to the 
characters if you met them? How would you expect them to 
treat you? 

Classification of the 
play 

Is the play a comedy, tragedy, history, fantasy, or a social 
statement? 
 

Retell the play Be able to summarize what happens in the play.  Know how 
the characters feel about each other. Be able to explain why 
the characters do what they do. 

Dialogue This is what the characters say. Find examples where the 
characters say words that explain how they feel or how they 
think. Words characters say are very important to 
understand. 

Action This is what the characters do. Character actions are 
important to understand. Be ready to give examples of 
character actions that show us what kind of person the 
character really is. 

Who is telling the  
story? 
 

Stories can be told by a narrator, by someone in the story, or 
by someone who is neither of these. Someone who knows 
what will happen is called an omniscient (all-knowing) person. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Use your dictionary or other sources to get the meaning of the following words. Write your 
answer on the spaces provided.  
 
1.  Dialogue – ____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
2. Actor -         ____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
3. Playwright - ___________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
4. Scene -        ____________________________________________________________  
 

20 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 17 
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  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
5. Narrator - ____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
6. Visualise - ____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
7. Tragedy -____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
8. Prediction -  ___________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
9. Omniscient - ___________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
10. Gestures - ____________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 

 
 
 
A.  One of the most famous dramas or plays in Papua New Guinea is “Which Way, Big 

  Man?” written by Nora Vagi Brash. This play was first performed in 1976. Recall the 
  drama then analyse it by completing the table below. If you have not read this 
drama  yet, you may research on it. Since “Which Way, Big Man?” is very famous 
here, you will not find it hard looking for it. 

 
“Which Way, Big Man?”  challenges the audience to consider some of the ironies of modern-
day life in Papua New Guinea (as it was performed shortly after PNG Independence). The 
play is a comedy with some funny situations and dialogue. The tone is satirical as it holds up 
certain aspects of people and their society to ridicule. It highlights the problems of living in a 
changing society. Many people were facing choices about how they wanted society to grow. 
The play stresses that our decisions should be based on a respect for our past as well as our 
future.  The man and his wife (the main characters) try to forget the old ways and 
unsuccessfully copy Westernised behavior.  
 

Learning Activity 17 60 Minutes 
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Here is an excerpt from Which Way, Big Man? 
 
Characters: 
Gou Haia - a public servant    James - a clerk 
Sinob Haia - Gou’s wife    Saga -  a university student 
Pita -  a domestic servant   Professor Noual – a linguist  
Hegame - Gou’s cousin     Ura Keva - a reporter 
Secretary - Gou’s private secretary  Dr. Ilai Kamap- an academic 
Papa -  Gou’s father    Chuck Braggin-Crowe – a businessman 
Marian - a clerk/typist    Vie Braggin-Crowe – his wife 
Scene One 
Early evening: in a dimly lit lounge, two armchairs, coffee table, on a sideboard left of stage a  
radio and telephone. Gou Haia sits in armchair, relaxing, reading Pacific Island Monthly. On  
right a mini bar, stage front left is set into a small verandah with hanging baskets and pot  
plants. Right door indicates front door, left door kitchen. Sinob sits in the other preparing a  
shopping lis 
 
Sinob:  Gou darling? Do you prefer the plain or the stuffed Spanish olives? I'm just 
  making up the shopping list. 
Gou:   (Goes to the mini bar) Oh, I don't mind, Sinob. Listen, leave that for later,  
  have a drink. What would you like, vodka and tomato or something different? 
 
Sinob:  (Sighs) I'll have some Martini vermouth. 
 
Gou:  (Gives Sinob her glass) There you are dear. Cheers! (Drinks his drink) Ah, that's 
  better. (Sighs) Well, what did you do today?  
 
Sinob:  Have you forgotten already? I've been at the New Amengo Embassy, rganising 
  that cocktail party.We're to raise funds for the Drop-outs. I'm on the  
  committee you know. 
 
Gou:  Slipped my mind, that's right. 
 
Sinob:  (Reminiscing) It was just heavenly. Carpets wall to wall, air-conditioning -and  
  a gorgeous indoor swimming pool. Oh, that reminds me. I had a letter today 
  from Gloria. They've moved into our new PNG Embassy residence over there. 
  And they have an indoor swimming pool too. (Sigh) Oh, Gou,perhaps one day 
  we'll be in a position to get one. If ever you get that promotion! 
 
Gou:  (Trying to conceal his emotion)Perhaps. . . oneday. Any new faces there -apart 
  from the usual crowd? 
 
Sinob:  Not really. Just the usual. Mostly nice people, though. Oh yes, there was  
  someone new. The wife of the managing director of Nirez. You know, the new 
  perfume company set up by National Promotion. It will be just like the French 
  perfumes. I suppose the fashion-conscious ladies of the city will be pleased. 
  There were also some village women there. You know, mothers of the Drop-
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  outs, and so on. Goodness knows why they asked them to come. They just sat 
  by themselves in a corner and didn't say a word. Don't know how to behave 
  at such functions.  
 
Gou:  But we must educate our village people. It's our duty to help the less  
  fortunate. 
 
Sinob:  Quite frankly, I don't approve of it. Oh, by the way, I heard at the meeting 
  that the PM is to form a new ministry. Is that true? 
Gou:  (Whispers) It's not official-so don't say anything yet. What's the time now? 
Sinob:  Nearly six o 'clock. If that digital electric clock is correct. 
Gou:  I'd like to hear the news, if you don't mind.  
 
Sinob:  Oh, you don't want to hear that gibberish in Pidgin and Motu! Why not wait 
  till the main news at seven o'clock in English? (sighs) Gosh, I'm feeling puckish 
  - haven't had a thing since afternoon tea. (Calls)Pita! What's for dinner? Come 
  in here. 
 
Pita:  (Entering from kitchen)Yesa misis! Nau mi wokim rais, na kaukau, na pis na 
  kokonas! 
Sinob:  Yuck! You can eat that! Make us a salad and grill the T-bone steaks. There's 
  plenty of lettuce and tomatoes in the fridge. Hurry up now! 
 
Pita:  Yesa misis. Mi go nau. 
  
Sinob:  Wait a minute. I haven't finished yet. Now Pita, next time you ask me first 
  what I want for dinner, before you cook native food. I can't stomach it. Now, 
  take these glasses. We'll go out on the patio. (Stands up) Come on Gou,     
  darling, let's try out our new white iron chairs. Don't you think they're  
  gorgeous. Bring us new drinks outside, Pita. Sinob and Gou exit to the  
  verandah.                                                                                                       
Pita:  Yes Misis! Yesa Misis! (sighs and wipes his brow in frustration) Bladi shit!  
  Dispela em wanem kain meri? Em sindaun na singaut-"Pita! Pita!" Ahh!  
  Dispela kanaka meri kamap wanpela waitpela misis stret! 
 

Pita takes this opportunity to take off the master and his wife. He sits down in the armchair,  
and with the rest of the drink that Sinob left behind, he crosses his legs and sits back, inhales  
the leftover cigarettes and coughs, he tries to cover his cough with the rest of the martini, 
this makes it even worse, he coughs some more. 
 
Lights out. 
 

WHICH WAY, BIG MAN? 

Protagonist  
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Antagonist  

Setting  

Mood  

Conflict  

Character Analysis/ 
Descriptions 

 

Predictions  

Classification of the 
play 

 

Retell the play  

Dialogue  

Action  

Who is telling the 
story? 

 

B. As you read the drama “Which Way Big Man?” list down ten (10) infinitives that 
you will find. Be sure to identify the function of each infinitive. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________________ 

6. _____________________________________________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________________________________________ 

8. _____________________________________________________________________ 

9. _____________________________________________________________________ 

10. _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Infinitives – verbal used as noun, adjective and adverb 
An infinitive is a verb form ordinarily introduced by to. It may be used as a noun, an adjective 
or an adverb. The function of infinitive as a noun may be a subject, predicate noun, direct 
object, or appositive. 
Examples: 
 
1. As a noun 
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  To fight bravely was the chief ambition of the young soldier.  
   (to fight is the  subject of the sentence) 
  The chief ambition of the young soldier was to fight bravely.  
  (to fight is the   predicate noun) 
  The young soldier wants to fight bravely.  
  (to fight is the object of the verb wants) 
  The young soldier’s ambition, to fight bravely was fulfilled. 
  (to fight is the appositive of the noun ambition – it renames the noun  
  ambition) 
 
2.  As an adjective - Remember that an adjective is a word that modifies a noun or 
 pronoun and answers the questions: which one? what kind? and how many?  An 
 infinitive that acts like an adjective will do the same thing and it always follows the 
 noun it modifies. 
 Wherever Melissa goes, she always brings a book to read in case conversation 
  lags or she has a long wait. 
   (to read functions as an adjective because it modifies the book) 
        
 Now is the best time to start a new life.  
   (to start functions as adjective because it modifies time) 

3. As an adverb - just like a single-word adverb, an infinitive used as an adverb always 
 describes a verb. An adverbial infinitive usually occurs at the beginning or at the end 
 of a sentence and does not need to be near the verb it describes. 

  To win, you need the highest number of points. 
   (to win functions as an adverb because it modifies the verb need) 
 
 
    We used a dozen Japanese lanterns to light the patio for the party. 
   (to light functions as an adverb because it modifies the verb used) 
 

Hint:     You can always identify an adverbial infinitive by inserting the test words in order in 
 front of infinitive.  If the words in order make sense, the infinitive is adverbial.    

 (In order) to win, you need the highest number of points. 
 We used a dozen Japanese lanterns (in order) to light the patio for the party. 
 
 
Grammar Activity 17 
 Read and analyse the following sentences. Underline the infinitives used in each sentence 
then write the function of each whether it is a noun, an adjective or an adverb on the space 
provided. 
__________ 1.  He wanted to know the whole truth. 

__________ 2.   Who was the first man to land on the moon? 
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__________ 3.   People work very hard to survive. 

__________ 4.  To complete a university degree is his ultimate goal. 

__________ 5.   The club must find a way to solve their financial problems. 

__________ 6.   You need to concentrate in doing your examinations. 

__________ 7.  Mr. Johnson’s task, to conduct training for the students was not easy. 

__________ 8.   Determination to win will bring the team success. 

__________ 9.   The young boy’s dream is to bring his mother to another country. 

__________10. Mrs. Peterson wants to change the colour of their house. 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

12.2.3.4  What are Novels?  
 

 
A novel is an extended work of fiction that has a beginning, middle and 

an end. It describes human relationships and predicaments or 

difficulties and invites you as a reader to share the feelings and reactions of the characters as 

things happen to them and around them. Its features include plot, theme, characterization, 

setting, suspense, climax, conflict and denouement.  

The central ingredient of a novel is the story. The telling of stories goes far back into the oral 

past, into folklore and mythology. Some knowledge of the myths and legends of Greece and 

Rome, of Northern Europe and the South Pacific will help with understanding cultural and 

historical references, images and themes of your studied literature. 
 

The English novel had its beginnings around the first part of the eighteenth century with 

Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719), Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels (1722) and Samuel 

Richardson’s Pamela (1741). In less than three hundred years, it has become one of the most 

important forms of literature. 
 

Purposes of novels 

Stories are meant to entertain. The modern novel arose from the demands of those who 

could read to be entertained. Some novels do little more than this. But novels, apart from 

telling a story, can do much more. 

Novels can have a number of effects on the reader. These include: 

 Engaging the reader emotionally. 

 Informing the reader on past historical and/or social tensions and make us think 

about how humans act towards one another. 

 Introducing us to unique and larger-than-life characters. 

 Providing a contemporary angle on religious issues. 

 Giving insight to our own society. 
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Novels are divided into texts that are purely for entertainment and those that are worthy of 

further study (and, as such, develop a critical reputation). These are often the ‘classics’ 

novels that transcend time and their original setting and audience. 

Setting 

The setting in a novel is effectively the staging, the background for the story. Compared with 

a short story or poem (where brevity is essential), the extended nature of a novel allows 

expansive presentation of the setting. In a number of novels, setting can be just as influential 

as any character or event. Settings can: 

 

 Shape the novel’s action. 

 Suggest and/or present themes/ideas. 

 Reflect the action of the novel. 

 Foreshadow the novel’s action. 

 Help to establish atmosphere. 

 Establish the historical and/or cultural backdrop for the novel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Complete the following sentences by filling in the blanks with the correct words.  
 Choose from the list of words below. 
 

engage     unique     contemporary     insight     reputation   

 

1. Ms. Martha’s knowledge of the subject earned her __________________________ as 

an expert. 

2. The story I read truly __________________________ me emotionally. 

3.  This is a different kind of art; it is really ________________________________. 

4.   Thomas Dekker became famous during the time of Shakespeare. They were 

 ________________________ dramatists. 

5.  The conference gave us some ________________________ into the work of the 

organization. 

A. Look for the words in the summary of the novel ‘The Pearl’ that you just read. List 

 them down and find their meanings using your dictionary or other sources. 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 Vocabulary Activity 18 5 Minutes 
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The following is the summary of the novel ‘The Pearl’ by John Steinbeck. Read it carefully 
and try to see the setting of the story. 
 
The Pearl is a novel by American author John Steinbeck, published in 1947. It is the story of a 
pearl diver, Kino, and explores man's nature as well as greed and evil. Steinbeck's inspiration 
was a Mexican folk tale from La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico, which he had heard in a visit 
to the formerly pearl-rich region in 1940. In 1947, it was adapted into a Mexican film named 
La Perla. The story is one of Steinbeck's most popular books and has been widely used in 
high school classes. The Pearl is sometimes considered a parable, too. 

 
 
 

The Pearl 
By John Steinbeck 

 

                                                   

When Coyotito, a very young child, is stung by a scorpion, Kino, his father, must find a way to 
pay the town doctor to treat him. The doctor denies Kino out of racism, which enrages him. 
Shortly thereafter, Kino discovers an enormous, lucid pearl which he is ready to sell to pay 
the doctor. Everyone calls it "the Pearl of the World," and many people begin to covet it. 
That very night Kino is attacked in his own home. Determined to get rid of the pearl, the 
following morning he takes it to the "pearl buyers’ auction" in town; however, the "auction" 
is actually a corrupt sham and always has been. The "buyers" normally pretend to auction 
each pearl and pretend bid against each other, but in reality they are all paid a salary by a 
single man, they all turn the pearls over to him and he resells them outside the village, thus 
cheating the locals. The corrupt pearl buyers try to convince Kino that the pearl is the 
equivalent of "fools gold" and they refuse to pay any more than incredibly low amounts of 
money. Kino decides to go over the mountains to the capital to find a better price. Juana, 
Kino's wife, sees that the pearl brings darkness and greed, and sneaks out of the house late 

Learning Activity 18 10 Minutes 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Steinbeck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_hunting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Paz,_Baja_California_Sur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_perla_%28film%29
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at night to throw it back into the ocean. When Kino catches her, he furiously attacks her and 
leaves her on the beach. 

While returning to his hut with the pearl, Kino is attacked by an unknown man whom he 
stabs and kills. Kino thinks the man has taken the pearl, but Juana shows him that she has it 
in her possession. When they go back to their hut, they find it has been set on fire. The 
family's canoe had also been ruined, an offense that enraged Kino. Kino and Juana then 
spend the day hiding in the hut of Kino's brother Juan Tomas and his wife, gathering 
provisions for their trip to the capital city. Kino, Juana, and Coyotito leave in the dark of the 
night. After a brief rest on their journey in the morning, Kino spots trackers he believes are 
following them. Well aware they will be unable to hide from the trackers, they begin hiking 
into the mountains. They find a cave near a natural water hole where the exhausted family 
hides and waits for the trackers to catch up to them. Kino realizes they must get rid of the 
trackers if they are to survive the trip to the capital. As he prepares to attack, the men hear a 
cry like a baby's, though they decide it's more like a coyote with a litter. One of the men fires 
his rifle in the direction of the crying, where Juana and Coyotito lie. Kino kills them but 
realizes that something is wrong; he climbs back up to the cave to discover that the man has 
shot and killed Coyotito. In the morning, Kino and Juana return to La Paz with Coyotito's 
dead body wrapped in a sling. No longer wanting the pearl, Kino throws the pearl back into 
the ocean. 

 
A.  You have already read the summary of the novel ‘The Pearl’ by John Steinbeck. 
 Answer the following questions about the setting. 
 
1.  Write down quotes or sentences from the summary that describe the setting. 
      _____________________________________________________________________  
      _____________________________________________________________________  
     _____________________________________________________________________  

2. Discuss how the setting adds to your understanding of the novel. 
    _____________________________________________________________________  
    _____________________________________________________________________  
    _____________________________________________________________________  

3. Discuss what comments and ideas are being made about society through the setting. 
     _____________________________________________________________________  
      _____________________________________________________________________  
              _____________________________________________________________________   
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Direct and indirect speech 
When changing from direct speech to reported or indirect speech, certain rules must be 
taken into account. Indirect speech moves back in time in the examples in the table below. 
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Direct Speech Indirect Speech 

1. Present Simple 
 “I study English,” he said 

1. Past Simple 
He said he studied English 

2. Present Continuous 
 “I am studying English,” he said 

2.Past Continuous 
He said he was studying English. 

3. Present Perfect 
 “I have studied English for three years,” he 
said. 

3. Past Perfect 
He said he had studied English for three 
years. 

4. Present Perfect Continuous 
I have been studying English for three years,” 
he said. 

4.Past Perfect Continuous  
He said he had been studying English for 
three years. 

5. Past Simple 
 “I studied English last year,” he said. 

5. Past Perfect 
He said he had studied English last year. 

6. Past Continuous 
 “I was studying French last year,” he said. 

6a.Past Continuous may remain 
He said he was studying French last year. 

 
 

6b. Past Perfect Continuous 
He said he had been studying French last 
year. 

7. Future 
 “I shall study French next year,” he said. 

7. Conditional  
He said he would study French next year. 

8.Future Perfect 
   “I shall have studied French for three years   
    next October,” he said. 

8. Perfect Conditional 
He said he would have studied French for 
three years next October. 

 
 
Grammar Activity 18:  Change the following sentences from direct to indirect speech. Write 
  your sentences on the spaces provided. 
 
1.   “Kino was afraid as a man,” a villager said. 
  A villager said Kino had been afraid as a man.  

2.   “The pearl has brought evil,” Juana said. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.   “And the pearl was ugly,” Kino said. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.    “We know that we have been cheated from birth,” Thomas said. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

5.    “The music of the pearl is triumphant in Kino’s head,” the villagers said. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

6.    “The pearl will destroy us,” Juana said. 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
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12.2.3.5  Aspects of a Novel  
 
All elements work together to create the novel – but, as a method of study, it is easier to 
work with the elements separately, and then bring them together again at the end according 
to their relationships. Study the following elements. 
 
Plot 
The basis of the plot is the conflict. It is the establishment, the development and the 
resolutions of the conflicts which provide the basic plot structure. When the tension rises, 
we speak of rising action; when the tension is released, we speak of falling action. 
The Importance of Conflict 
The major focus of any novel is the presentation and auctioning of conflict. The greatest 
novels propose a dilemma through a character or events, and the author then seeks to 
present an appropriate resolution. Conflicts in a novel come in many forms, including: 

1. Internal conflict (man vs. himself). 
2. Ethical conflict (man vs. right and wrong). 
3. Social conflict (man vs. society). 
4. Racial conflict (man vs. different races). 
5. Physical conflict (man vs. man). 

For more information refer to the discussion on pages 44 – 45. 
 
Characterisation 
In every novel, regardless of the quality of structure or creation of setting, it is the reader’s 
acceptance of the character(s) as real that most often determines the success of the text. 
The setting of the novel may well be underground or in a completely fictitious world, but the 
characters may be still easily identifiable and able to be related to. 
 
The acceptance of a character as real does not always mean that we like them; more often 
than not, we don’t. In fiction, it is often the vilest characters that appear the most realistic. 
You learn about the characters in novels by how the author presents the characters. You, the 
reader, then chooses to compare the character to our own imaginations and/or knowledge 
and decide if: 

   They are realistic or not. 
   You like them or do not like them. 

 
Theme 
Themes are basically the key ideas of the text. In most cases, they are a comment on 
humanity and/or critiques of people and/or their actions. Theme is an idea, or point that is 
central to a story, which can often be summed in a single word such as love, death, betrayal, 
etc. A theme may be exemplified by the actions, utterances, or thoughts of a character in a 
novel. A novel may have several themes. 
 
Themes in the Western literature include: 

  How racism can corrupt – For example: ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 
  The destructive nature of violence – For example: ‘Once We Were Warriors’ 
  The sacrifices of romance – For example: ‘Paradise Lost’ 
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  The strength of individualism – For example: ‘Power of One’ 
 
The author 
Although the prescribed novel is your main focus, your understanding of the text can be 
greatly enhanced by having a reasonable level of knowledge about the author. Although 
novels, by definition, are fictionalized texts, more often than not there are considerable 
references to real life, including factual events and/or figures and historical settings. In a 
number of cases, the stimulus and foundation of the novel can be found in an event and/or 
character that the author knew in real life. 

 
 
Tone 
Another benefit of getting the background of your author is that it will allow you to 
understand the tone behind the text. Appropriate research will go some way to helping you 
to understand the emotions between the lines, and indeed the style of narrative taken. In 
novels, the emotion and/or feelings behind the words is seen as the tone of text. It may be 
neutral, scathing or supportive. It may change over time. Tone may be realized through 
dialogue, actions, relationships, narrative and writing style. 

   
Writing style 
The writing style of a text is essentially how the text is presented. The following are elements 
of writing style: 
 

Point of view First person, Third person 

Diction Choice of Vocabulary 

Structure Chronological, Flashback, Multiple perspective 

Register Degree of formality or informality  

 
Language register is he level and style of your writing. It should be appropriate for the 
situation you are in. The language register determines the vocabulary, structure and some 
grammar in your writing. The most common language registers are formal, informal and 
neutral. You use different language registers for different types of writing, just as you speak 
differently to different people. For example, you would not speak to the school principal the 
same way you speak to your brothers or sisters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Look for the meaning of the following words using your dictionary or other sources. 
 
1.   tension -______________________________________________________________  
 
2.   release-_______________________________________________________________  
 
3.   corrupt-_______________________________________________________________  

10 Minutes  Vocabulary Activity 19 
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4.   racism-_______________________________________________________________  
 
5.   reasonable-____________________________________________________________  
 
6. considerable-__________________________________________________________  

 
7. individualism-__________________________________________________________  

 
8. fictitious-______________________________________________________________  

 
9. realistic-______________________________________________________________  

 
10.   critique-_______________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Reread the summary of the novel ‘The Pearl’ by John Steinbeck then fill in the blanks         

below to complete the information about the story. 
1.   Title of the novel - _____________________________________________________  
 
2.   Author -______________________________________________________________ 
  
3.   Theme - _____________________________________________________________ 
  
4.   Conflict -______________________________________________________________ 
  
5.   Characters - __________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
       _____________________________________________________________________  
 
 6.  Tone -________________________________________________________________ 
  
      _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
7.   Writing style (diction, point of view, structure) - _____________________________ 
  
  ____________________________________________________________________ 
  
  ____________________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

10 Minutes Learning Activity 19 



 

94 

 

GR 12 APPLIED ENGLISH UNIT 12.2                                                                                                  FOCUS ON LITERATURE 

 

 
Grammar Review: Parallelism 
In grammar, parallelism, also known as parallel structure or parallel construction, is a 
balance within one or more sentences of similar phrases or clauses that have the same 
grammatical structure. The application of parallelism improves writing style and readability, 
and is thought to make sentences easier to process. 
 
Example:  
 Lacking parallelism:   She likes cooking, jogging and to read. 
The sentence above has two gerunds and one infinitive. To make it parallel, the sentence can 
be rewritten with three gerunds or three infinitives. 
 
 Parallel:  She likes to cook, (to) jog, and (to) read. 
 Parallel: She likes cooking, jogging and reading. 
 
 Lacking parallelism:  Yesterday, the landlady went to the market, prepares dinner 
     and invited some prominent people in their community.  
 
The sentence above contains two past tense of the verb and one present tense. Note that 
there is a definite time marker in the sentence (yesterday). To make it parallel, the sentence 
can be written with three past tense of the verb.  
 
 Parallel:     Yesterday, the landlady went to the market, prepared dinner and invited  
   some prominent people in their community.    
 
Exercise:  Rewrite the following sentences to achieve parallelism. Write your answers on the 
       space provided. The first one is done for you. 
 
Example:  The dog ran across the yard, jumped over the fence, and sprints down the 
   alley. 
        Parallel: The dog ran across the yard, jumped over the fence, and sprinted 
   down the alley. 
 
1.   Celestine’s hobbies are watching television, to ride his motorbike and night  
  swimming. 
      _____________________________________________________________________  

      _____________________________________________________________________ 

2.  As a manager, Father’s work includes monitoring the employees’ performance, 
checking the financial status of the company and to ensure the safety of all workers. 

      _____________________________________________________________________ 

      _____________________________________________________________________ 

3.   The chemistry teacher presented the new project, shows how the project was made 
  and encouraged the students to create more similar projects. 
      _____________________________________________________________________ 
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      _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
4.  When Paul’s grandfather was alive, he planted vegetables, takes care of farm animals 
  and delivered eggs in the local market. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

 
5.  Playing the piano, writing short stories and to paint nature are worthwhile hobbies. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

6.  The apartment was filled with old newspapers, broken bottles and the ashtrays were 
  overflowing. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

 

7.  Mary wants to paint her office, to add some plants, and the carpet needs cleaning. 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

8.  Last year, my brother dropped out of school, was looking for a job and needed a  
  place to stay. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

 

9.  The dog was running, barking and he chased after the boys. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

 
10.  He watched the latest version of Jurassic World, studied for his math test and was 
  talking on the phone with his friend.   
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________   

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
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12.2.3.6  Analysing Novels 
  
Literature is good-quality writing or a work of art. It can be discussed and analyzed to 
enhance understanding. Just like short story and drama, novels, too are worth analyzing. The 
process is no different for analyzing a high-quality game of tennis or rugby. Sports 
commentators, coaches and players analyse and discuss performances endlessly.  In 
analyzing a novel, you need to recall the aspects or the elements of novel.  
Another very important aspect of a novel is the dialogue. Dialogue is the conversational 
element of a literary or dramatic composition. It is the exchange of ideas and opinions 
among characters in the story. 

The following points are important to consider when reading and analysing a novel.  

1. Characters: Who are the main characters in the piece? What are the names  and 
roles of the main characters? Who is the narrator, the person telling the  story? Does 
this person have a bias? That is, can you trust what he or she is  saying? 

2. Events and interaction: What happens in the story? How do the characters interact? 
How are they related or connected? Why do the characters act or  behave the way 
they do? Why do the events play out as they do? 

3. Setting: Where does the piece take place? Is the setting critical to the story? Does 
the setting provide background? Does the setting give historical, physical, or other 
information that is key to the story? 

4. Time: When does the story take place? Is it timeless, or is it grounded in a 
 particular place and time? 

5. Organization: How is the story organized? Most commonly, stories are told 
chronologically, but in some works, you may find that the author moves back  and 
forth (in time as well as place). 

6. Writing style: What does the writing style tell you about the story? Is the  writing 
richly detailed? Is it sparse? (For example, Hemingway was famous for  his Spartan 
writing style.) How does the writing style affect the meaning? Do  you have to make 
assumptions or guesses because there are gaps? 

7. Symbolism: Symbolism can be tricky because, sometimes, as the saying goes:  "A 
cigar is just a cigar." Other time, a journey represents something beyond  the trip 
itself. For example, Huckleberry Finn's trip was more about his development as a 
person than his trip down the river. 

8. Theme: What are the themes of the story? What elements or ideas are  repeated 
or emphasized? Think about this throughout your reading, not just  at the end. 
Notice what people, places, and events pop up over and over  again. 

9. Retelling of a story: Many stories are in some way or form a retelling of a 
 previous story. If you think about Huckleberry Finn's trip, you can find other 
 trips from Greek mythology (Homer's Odyssey) to the Bible (the trip of the 
 Magi) with similarities. 
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   As you read the excerpt from the novel ‘The Old Man and the Sea on the next page, 

 list down words which are new to you. Find the meaning of each word and the part of 
 speech. An example is done for you. 

  Word                  Part of Speech   Meaning 
Example: 
             Skiff       noun  a small light boat that is usually  
        for one person only________________ 

1.  _______________ _______________ ________________________________  

2.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

3.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

4.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

5.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

6.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

7.  _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

8.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

9.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________   

10.   _______________ _______________ ________________________________ 

 
 
 
   

Read the excerpt from the novel ‘The Old Man and the Sea’ by Ernest  Hemingway.  
 
 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 Vocabulary Activity 20 10 Minutes 

Learning Activity 20 50 Minutes 
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 The Old Man and the Sea is a novel written by the American author Ernest 
Hemingway in  1951 in Cuba, and published in 1952. It was the last major work of 
fiction to be produced by Hemingway and published in his lifetime. One of his most 
famous works, it centers upon Santiago, an aging fisherman who struggles with a 
giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream. The Old Man and the Sea was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1953 and  was cited by the Nobel Committee as 
contributing to the awarding of the Nobel Prize in Literature to Hemingway in 1954. 

 
 He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone 

eighty-four days now without taking a fish. In the first forty days a boy had been with 
him. But after forty days without a fish the boy's parents had told him that the old 
man was now definitely and finally salao, which is the worst form of unlucky and the 
boy, had gone at their orders in another boat which caught three good fish the first 
week. It made the boy sad to see the old man come in each day with his skiff empty 
and he always went down to help him carry either the coiled lines or the gaff and 
harpoon and the sail that was furled around the mast. The sail was patched with flour  

 Sacks and, furled; it looked like the flag of permanent defeat. 
 

The old man was thin and gaunt with deep wrinkles in the back of his neck. The 
brown blotches of the benevolent skin cancer the sun brings from its reflection on 
the tropic sea were on his cheeks. The blotches ran well down the sides of his face 
and his hands had the deep-creased scars from handling heavy fish on the cords. But 
none of these scars were fresh. They were as old as erosions in a fishless desert. 
Everything about him was old except his eyes and they were the same colour as the 
sea and were cheerful and undefeated.  

 
"Santiago," the boy said to him as they climbed the bank from where the skiff was 
hauled up. "I could go with you again. We've made some money." The old man had 
taught the boy to fish and the boy loved him."No," the old man said. "You're with a 
lucky boat. Stay with them." "But remember how you went eighty-seven days 
without fish and then we caught big ones every day for three weeks." "I remember," 
the old man said. "I know you did not leave me because you doubted." "It was papa 
made me leave. I am a boy and I must obey him." "I know," the old man said. "It is 
quite normal." "He hasn't much faith." "No," the old man said. "But we have. Haven't 
we?" "Yes," the boy said. "Can I offer you  a  beer on the Terrace and  then we'll   take  
the stuff home.” “Why not?” the old man said. “Between fishermen.” 
 
They sat on the Terrace and many of the fishermen made fun of the old man and he 
was not angry. Others, of the older fishermen, looked at him and were sad. But they 
did not show it and they spoke politely about the current and the depths they had 
drifted their lines at and the steady good weather and of what they had seen. The 
successful fishermen of that day were already in and had butchered of each plank, to 
the fish house where they waited for the ice truck to carry them to the market in 
Havana. Those who had caught sharks had taken them to the shark factory on the 
other side of the cove where they were hoisted on a block and tackle, their livers 
removed, their fins cut off and their hides skinned out and their flesh cut into strips 
for salting. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Hemingway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Hemingway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuba
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_age
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fisherman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marlin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_Stream
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize_for_Fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Prize_in_Literature
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When the wind was in the east a smell came across the harbour from the shark 
factory; but today there was only the faint edge of the odour because the wind had 
backed into the north and then dropped off and it was pleasant and sunny on the 
Terrace. 

 
"Santiago," the boy said. "Yes," the old man said. He was holding his glass and 
thinking of many years ago. "Can I go out to get sardines for you for tomorrow?" "No. 
Go and play baseball. I can still row and Rogelio will throw the net." "I would like to 
go. If I cannot fish with you, I would like to serve in some way." "You bought me a 
beer," the old man said. "You are already a man." "How old was I when you first took  

 me in a boat?” 
 
 "Five and you nearly were killed when I brought the fish in too green and he nearly 
 tore the boat to pieces. Can you remember?" "I can remember the tail slapping and 
 banging and the thwart breaking and the noise of the clubbing. I can remember you 
 throwing me into the bow where the wet coiled lines were and feeling the whole 
 boat shiver and the noise of you clubbing him like chopping a tree down and the   
 sweet blood smell all over me.” 
 
 "Can you really remember that or did I just tell it to you?" "I remember everything 
 from when we first went together." The old man looked at him with his sun-burned, 
 confident loving eyes. "If you were my boy I'd take you out and gamble," he said. "
 But you are your father's and your mother's and you are in a lucky boat." "May I get 
 the sardines? I know where I can get four baits too." "I have mine left from today. I 
 put them in salt in the box.”  
 "Let me get four fresh ones." "One," the old man said. His hope and his confidence 
 had never gone. But now they were freshening as when the breeze rises. "Two," the 
 boy said.  
 

 "I would," the boy said. "But I bought these." "Thank you," the old man said. He was 
 too simple to wonder when he had attained humility. But he knew he had attained it 
 and he knew it was not disgraceful and it carried no loss of true pride. "Tomorrow is 
 going to be a good day with this current," he said. "Where are you going?" the boy 
 asked. "Far out to come in when the wind shifts. I want to be out before it is light." 
 "I'll try to get him to work far out," the boy said. "Then if you hook something truly 
 big we can come to your aid.’  
 
 "He does not like to work too far out." "No," the boy said. "But I will see something 
 that he cannot see such as a bird working and get him to come out after dolphin." 
 "Are his eyes that bad?" "He is almost blind." "It is strange," the old man said. "He 
 never went turtle-ing. That is what kills the eyes." "But you went turtle-ing for years 
 off the Mosquito Coast and your eyes are good." "I am a strange old man." "But are 
 you strong enough now for a truly big fish?" "I think so. And there are many tricks."  
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B.  Answer the following questions based on the excerpt from the novel ‘The Old Man 
 and the Sea. 
 
1.   Who are the main characters in the novel? Describe each of them. 

  _____________________________________________________________________  

2.  What do you think is the conflict? 

     _____________________________________________________________________  

3.  How are the action and/or dialogue important? 

     _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  What is the setting for the event? Write down quotes that describe the setting. 

     _____________________________________________________________________  

5.  What themes are revealed in the story? 

      ____________________________________________________________________  

6.   Discuss what comments and ideas are being made about the society in the story. 

      _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
  
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Grammar Review: Run-on sentences 
A run-on sentence occurs when two independent clauses follow one another without 
appropriate punctuation or conjunction between the two clauses. 
 
Example: It is nearly half past five we cannot reach town before dark. 
 
There are several ways to correct a run-on sentence. 
1.  Use a semicolon or a dash 

 It is nearly half past five; we cannot reach town before dark. 
 It is nearly half past five – we cannot reach town before dark. 

2.  Insert a coordinating coordination  
 It is nearly half past five so we cannot reach town before dark. 
 It is nearly half past five and we cannot reach town before dark. 

3.  Make one clause dependent on the other. 
  Because it is nearly half past five, we cannot reach town before dark. 
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 It is nearly half past five, which means we cannot reach town before dark. 

4.  Write the two clauses as two separate sentences (Note: this may disconnect related 
       independent clauses and cause some of the meaning to be lost):  

 It is nearly half past five. We cannot reach town before dark.  
 
 
Grammar Activity 20:  Revise the following run-on sentences. Write your answers on the 
  spaces   provided. The first one is done for you. 
 
Example: Ernest Hemingway won the Pulitzer Prize he won it for The Old Man and the Sea.
  Ernest Hemingway won the Pulitzer Prize and he won it for The Old Man and the Sea. 
 
1.   He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream he had gone eighty-
  four days now without taking a fish. 
      _____________________________________________________________________  

       _____________________________________________________________________ 

2.    The blotches ran well down the sides of his face and his hands had the deep-creased 
  scars from handling heavy fish on the cords none of these scars were fresh. 
       _____________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________________  

3.  I saw Mrs. Dee in the gym she was working out with a personal trainer. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

4.  The laptop is handy she uses it very often. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________________  

5.  The new technology is wonderful it is all digital. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.4  POETRY 
 
12.2.4.1 Understanding Poetry 
 
To study poetry brings many rewards. Successful poems capture life’s experiences neatly 
and memorably. Furthermore, a poem’s powerful images, layers of meaning and memorable 
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lines can remain with a person for years. There is pleasure in learning how to unpack a poem 
in order to fully appreciate its meaning and the poet’s crafting. 
 
What is poetry? According to the New Collins Concise English Dictionary, poetry is: ‘A 
composition in verse, usually characterized by words chosen for their sound and suggestive 
power as well as for their sense, and using such techniques as metre, rhyme and alliteration.’ 
 
A poem is like a painting – it has to be looked at as a whole. It is also like a piece of music - it 
has to be listened to. All poems except prose poems are words shaped in lines; the lines 
have rhythm; the words make sounds, paint pictures and suggest meanings. When you read 
a poem you respond first with your feelings. But if you want to know more and understand 
more, you need to know how poetry works. 
 
Aspects of poetry 

1. Rhythm – the music made by the statements of the poem which includes the 
 syllables in the lines. 

  Example: She was a child and I was a child, 
        In this kingdom by the sea; 
        But we loved with a love that was  
    more than love 
        I and my Annabel Lee 

2. Rhyme – The repetition of the same or similar sounds usually in stressed syllables at 
 the ends of lines, but sometimes within a line. 

  Example: There are strange things done 
        In the midnight sun 
        By the men who toil for gold. 
 

3. Rhyme scheme – is the rhyming pattern at the end of lines of poetry. 
Example: Mary had a little lamb   a 
      Its fleece as white as snow   b 

        And everywhere that Mary went    c 
        The lamb was sure to go    b 
 
 4. Figures of speech - If the poem does not have a rhyme scheme it is considered to be 
  a figure of speech.  

a. Alliteration – the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words. 
  Example: Peter Piper picked a pack of pickled pepper. 
b. Onomatopoeia – words that are used to represent particular sounds. 
  Examples:  Crash Boom 
                 Bang Zip 
c. Simile – using like or as to compare. 
   Example:  She is like a rose. 
d. Metaphor – describes one thing as if it were another. 
  Example:  The moon was a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas. 
e. Personification – gives human characteristics to something nonhuman. 
  Example: and the stars o’erhead were dancing heel and toe. 
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Poems from Papua New Guinea and other places 
Read and appreciate! 

The Nightmare 
by Michael Dom (PNG) 

 
    In darkened hours, all through the night 
    In restless sleep I will alight 
    When limbs are weakened warm and ripe, 
    Softly you fall at my sure swipe. 
    I ply my trade by pale moon light. 
 
 
    Upon the edges of your sight, 
    Unheard, your screams, my muted might! 
    Blind, deaf and dumb, you dare not gripe, 
     In darkened hours. 
 
    But should you dare, put up a fight, 
    Your fists fall empty at my fight, 
    You cannot catch my spiteful pipe, 
    Nor fathom how you ate my tripe! 
    Your misery is my delight, 
     In darkened hours. 
 
 

September leave 
by Michael Dom (PNG) 

    It was good, together, with all of us  
    You and me, nothing held in reserve  
    We talked, argued and cried 
    Laughed and swore, in love and anger  
    Nights and days, sleeping or standing  
    Close and always, no longer alone  
    Lae, Goroka and Simbu, pictures and stories  
    For show and tell, muggy warm, wet cold  
    Bright sunlit days, overcast and windy  
    Sleepy long bus rides, tiring walks  
    Short tempers, long apologies  
    Hands as instruments hurt, healed and held  
    Far far away now, but still holding me close. 
 

 
Seeing a Friend Off 
by Li Bai (Chinese)  

   green mountains range beyond the northern wall. 
      White water rushes round the eastern town. 
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       Right here is where, alone and restless, he 
       Begins a journey of a thousand miles. 
 
      While travelers' intents are fleeting clouds, 
      A friend's affection is a setting sun. 
       He waves good-bye, and as he goes from here, 
       His dappled horse lets out a lonely neigh. 

Invictus 

by William Ernest Henley (English) 
 

     Out of the night that covers me,  
           Black as the pit from pole to pole,  
     I thank whatever gods may be  
           For my unconquerable soul.  
     In the fell clutch of circumstance  
           I have not winced nor cried aloud.  
     Under the bludgeonings of chance  
            My head is bloody, but unbowed.  
     Beyond this place of wrath and tears  
            Looms but the Horror of the shade,  
     And yet the menace of the years  
            Finds and shall find me unafraid.  

 
     It matters not how strait the gate,  
           How charged with punishments the scroll,  
     I am the master of my fate,  
            I am the captain of my soul.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  Study the definitions given below then complete the following crossword puzzle. The 
 first one is done for you.   
  
    ACROSS     DOWN 
 
 1.  gives human characteristics to  2. words are used to represent 
   the non human    sounds 
 3.  compares things using like or as 4.  repetition of consonant words at  
         the beginning of words 
 5.  describes one thing as if it were 6. the music in poetry 
   Another thing 
  7.  repetition of similar sounds  8. the rhyming pattern at the end
   at the end of lines    of lines 

   Vocabulary Activity 21 20 Minutes 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/bio/william-ernest-henley
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 Read the following lines and tell what technique or feature each shows. Choose from
 the wordlist below and write in the space provided. 
 

               Personification          Simile          Onomatopoeia           
                    Metaphor          Alliteration       Rhyme 

 
__________1.  ’And the executioner went off like an arrow.’ (Alice in Wonderland) 
 
__________2.   ‘Water plops into pond 
       splish-splash downhill 
       warbling magpies in tree 
       trilling melodic thrill (Lee Emmett) 
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__________3.   Betty Botter bought some butter but she said the butter was bitter   
    (Mother Goose) 
 
__________4.   The teapot sang as the water boiled 
      The ice cubes cackled in their glass 
      The teacups chattered to one another.  (Sharon Hendricks) 
 
__________5.   The Moon’s a snowball. See the drifts 
      Of white that cross the sphere. 
       The Moon’s a snowball, melted down 
       A dozen times a year.   (Vachel Lindsay) 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Using parts of speech in writing poetry 
Whether you are a beginner, intermediate or advanced writer, learning some tips on writing 
poems can certainly be useful. One of the important things that a writer must learn is the 
parts of speech. You have learned the parts of speech before and they are as follows: 

 Noun  - a word that gives name to a person, animal, place, thing,  
   quality, idea or action.  
   (Gillian, parrot, Port Moresby, love, and so on.) 

 Pronoun -  a word that is used to substitute for a noun. 
   (he, she, it, they, we, us, and so on.) 

 Verb  -  a word that expresses action or state of being. 
   (study, work, produce, am, is, are, and so on. ) 

 Adjective -  a word that describes a noun or a pronoun. 
   (beautiful, little, dependable, attentive, and so on.) 

 Adverb  - a word that describes a verb, an adjective or another adverb. 
   (quietly, slowly, always, respectfully, and so on.) 

 Conjunction - a word that joins together sentences, clauses, phrases or  
   words. 
   (and, but, nor, yet, not only…but also, either…or, and so on.) 

 Preposition - a word or group of words that is used with a noun, pronoun, or 
   noun phrase to show direction, location, time or to introduce 
   an object. 
   (before, in, to, for, around, through, of, with,and so on.) 

 Interjection - a spoken word, phrase or sound that expresses sudden or  
   strong feeling. 

      (Ouch!,  Aha!, My gosh!, Hurray!, Wow!, and so on.) 
 
 
Grammar Activity 21: Grammar through poetry 
 Write a five-line poem following these prompts. An example is done for you. 
 
1. On the first line write a noun of your choice. 
2. On the second line, write two adjectives joined by and to describe this noun. 
3. On the third line, write a verb and an adverb to describe this noun in action.  
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4. Start the fourth line with Like or As followed by a comparison. 
5. Start the final line with If only followed by a wish. 

 
Example:  Flower     (1) 
   Fragrant and attractive  (2) 
   Blooming beautifully   (3) 
   Like a star that shines in the night (4) 
   If I could only be a flower.  (5) 
 
Write your poem here. 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________  

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.4.2.  Imagery of a Poem 
 
Poetry relies heavily on imagery to extend meaning. Images are simply pictures painted with 
words. Some of the imagery in poetry are simile, metaphor, personification and so on. There 
are some other imagery used in poetry and they are as follows: 

 Symbolic images – is something which stands for more than its literal meaning – 
made possible by conventional agreement on the association of a word or an idea. 

  Example: The dove symbolizes peace; the rose symbolizes love. 
 Literal images – are simple straightforward descriptions. 

  Examples: The green door   
        A tiny mouse 
        Across the floor 

 Sensuous images – Many sensuous images are also literal images. They occur when 
poets appeal to our senses of touch, taste, smell, sight and hearing. 
Example: ‘Rust colours’ / in the corrugated iron fence 

 Figurative images 
- Simile – an explicit comparison between unlike items connected by ‘like’, ‘as’ or 

‘than’ or by a verb such as ‘appears’ or ‘seems’. The items must be unlike but 
have a point of similarity. Similes are not facts; instead, they expand the reader’s 
understanding of the item being described. 
Example: Her hair looked like a waterfall down her back. 

- Metaphor – is another way of making comparisons. Metaphors are stronger than 
similes. They don’t use simile words such as ‘as’ or ‘like’. Their power usually 
comes from their directness. 
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Example: Her skin was snow, white against her jet black hair. 
- Personification – This is attributing human feelings or characteristics to 

abstractions or to inanimate objects. 
        Example:  ‘The wind roared.’  ‘Justice is blind.’ 

 
Tips on how to write a poem  
1.  Know your purpose. Why are you writing a poem and what do you want it to do? 
2.  Pick a subject. You do not have to pick a stereotypical poetry topic such as nature, 
 animals, love, or some sort of darker topic. Poems can be written about any topic 
 under the sun. 
3. Choose a pattern. You might choose to use free verse, rhyming couplets, or an epic 
 poetry style. It's better to let the words flow with the style, than to return later and 
 try to fit your already-written ideas into a totally new scheme. 
4. Avoid clichés. These are sayings that have been overused, like busy as a bee, or blind 
 as a bat. 
5. Use imagery. Paint with your words and use concrete words that appeal to the 
 senses. Abstract words cannot give the reader a good picture of what you are trying 
 to say. 
6. Use similes and metaphors. Similes compare two things, like “you are sweet as 
 honey” and usually use the word “like” or “as.” Metaphors state that one thing is a
 another thing, like “you are a pig.” Things being compared in a metaphor have at 
 least one thing in common but are very different in other ways. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Read the following poem then get the meaning of the words in bold using your 

 dictionary or other sources.  
 
  Beleaguered Cities 
  By: F.Lucas 

 
Build your houses, build your houses, build your towns, 
Fell the woodland, to a gutter turn the brook, 
Pave the meadows, pave the meadows, pave the downs, 
Plant your bricks and mortar where the grasses shook, 
The windswept grasses shook 
Build , build your Babels black against the sky- 
But mark yon small green blade, your stones between 
The single spy 
Of that uncounted host you have outcast; 
For with their tiny pennons waving green 
They shall storm your streets at last. 
    

1. woodland _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 Vocabulary Activity 22 
20 Minutes 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/grammar/examples/examples-of-free-verse-poems.html
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2. gutter ________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. brook ________________________________________________________________ 
  
4. meadow ______________________________________________________________ 
  
5. mortar _______________________________________________________________ 
  
6. yon __________________________________________________________________ 
  
7. spy __________________________________________________________________ 
  
8. outcast _______________________________________________________________ 
  
9. pennons ______________________________________________________________ 
  
10. storm_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A.  Read the poems below then answer the questions that follow. 
 
     A Dream Deferred       
     by Langston Hughes 
 
     What happens to a dream deferred? 
     Does it dry up  
     like a raisin in the sun?  
     Or fester like a sore--  
     And then run?  
     Does it stink like rotten meat?  
     Or crust and sugar over--  
     like a syrupy sweet? 
 
     Maybe it just sags  
     like a heavy load. 
     Or does it explode? 
What is the most prominent figure of speech in the poem ‘A Dream Deferred’? _____ 
 
     A Book Is 
     by Kathy Leeuwenburg 

Learning Activity 22 
10 Minutes 
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     A book is 
     an open flower 
     scented pages, fragrant hours 
 
     a crafty fox 
     surprising in its clever plots 
 
     a fairy's wings 
     with princesses, enchanted kings 
 
     a windowsill 
     where breezy thoughts are never still 
 
     an hour glass 
     whose pages flow as hours pass... 
 
What figure of speech is common in the poem ‘A Book Is’?  ______________ 
 

Dinnertime Chorus 
by Sharon Hendricks 

    The teapot sang as the water boiled 
    the ice cubes cackled in their glass 
    the teacups chattered to one another. 
    While the chairs were passing gas 
    the gravy gurgled merrily  
    as the oil danced in a pan. 
    Oh my dinnertime chorus 
    what a lovely, lovely clan! 

   What figure of speech is easily noticed in the poem ‘Dinnertime Chorus’? 
  ______________________ 
 
B.  Now that you have learned the different techniques and features of poetry, and you 

have read examples, it is now your turn to write your own poem. Write two (2) 
poems based on themes that interest you most like friendship, love, nature, family, 
and so on. You may use different imagery in your poems. 

 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Comparison using figures of speech 
Figures of speech are used in written language (both prose and poetry) and spoken language 
(including everyday speech). There are two categories: those that depend on sound for their 
effect (sound devices) and those that depend on comparisons (similes, metaphors and 
personification). Comparisons are figures of speech where a poetic effect is created because 
two things have been compared. 
Simile is a direct comparison where the two things being compared are linked by ‘as’ or 
‘like’. 
 Example:   And the waves arrived, swimming like hump-backed divers. 
 Personification is attributing human characteristics or qualities to non-human things. 
 Example:  ‘a glaring error’ (only humans glare) 
Metaphor is an indirect, less obvious comparison, with no comparison words. 
 Example:   her pearly teeth 
 
 Tips for recognising metaphors: 

 Identify which two things are being compared. In the example above, teeth are being 
compared to pearls. 

 Identify and explain the common element between the two things being compared. 
Both teeth and pearls are white, hard, and shiny. This metaphor draws attention to 
the shiny whiteness of her teeth. 

 
Grammar Activity 22A:  Identify the figure of speech used in the following sentences. Circle 
  the letter of your answer. 
1.  My son is a bat. His eyes blink when darkness comes. 
  A. Simile 
  B. Metaphor 
  C. Personification 

2.  The willow is sleek like a velvet-nosed calf. 
  A. Simile 
  B. Metaphor 
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  C.  Personification 

3.  Snow speaks to the people. Its white sparkling voice echoes as it falls through the air. 
  A. Simile 
  B.  Metaphor 
  C. Personification 

4.  My mother is as busy as a bee; she works in the house from morning till night.   
  A. Simile 
  B. Metaphor 
  C. Personification 

5.  You are the sunshine of my life. 
  A. Simile 
  B. Metaphor 
  C.  Personification 

 
Grammar Activity 22B:     Complete the following sentences with as or like. Write your  
  answers on the spaces provided.   
 
Example:   She sings like an angel. 
   I am much better as you can see.  
 
1.  We need a strong leader __________ Winston Churchill. 
 
2.  Raymond’s love for Sharon is as deep __________ the ocean. 
 
3.  There are more poets __________ playwrights in this country.  
 
4.  Life is __________ a box of chocolates, you will never know what you are going to 
  get. 
5.  I turned as white __________ a ghost when you jumped out of me.  
 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 

 
12.2.4.3 Behind the Masks: Exploring Culture Through Poetry 
 
This unit engages you in a study of the relationship between masks and cultures. Students 
research mask-making from various cultures, draw skand so onhes of the masks, and take 
notes that highlight the connections between the masks and the cultural practices of the 
people who created them. Using this information, you recreate the cultural masks and 
compose poetry to reveal your understanding and appreciation of these cultural artifacts. 
You can then analyze aspects of your own culture and create personal masks and poetry to 
reflect your culture and yourself. 
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Tribal Masks from Papua New Guinea come in various types, which vary mainly depending 
on the region they come from. The best known Papua New Guinea masks come from the 
Sepik River but there are various widely different types of masks throughout New Guinea.  
Not all Papua New Guinea Tribal Masks were made to be worn by people. Some masks were 
made to “decorate” sacred flutes, the front of canoes, the HausMan, as lucky amulets and 
even yams. Other masks were not made to wear directly on the head but were part of a 
larger assemblage. 
 
In Papua New Guinea it is only men who wear masks and they must have been initiated into 
the cult that produces the mask. Masks are hidden from women when not in use and are 
secret. When worn the initiate becomes the spirit / tumbuwan the mask represents. Masks 
are still being used today in New Guinea and are used in dances during ceremonial 
occasions. 
 
Masks create stories. They can be used to express a person’s deepest emotions. Here is a 
sample poem.  
 

 Looking Thru Those Eyeholes 
 By  Russell Soaba 
 
 Once an artist went overseas 
 His father died in his absence 
 and was buried in the village 
 He followed a rainbow upon his return 
 And came to a cemetery 
 He dug in search of reality 
 Till he broke his father’s skull 
 To wear its fore-half as a mask 

 
    Try it/look thru those eyeholes 
    See the old painting/view the world 
    In the way the dead had done 
 
  
 
 
 
A. Study the words below with their meanings. Write two sentences using each word. 
 
1.   Skand so onh - a rough drawing representing the chief features of an object or scene 

and  often made as preliminary study. 
  a. ___________________________________________________________________  

  b. ___________________________________________________________________  

2.   Mask – a cover or partial cover for the face used for disguise; a false face worn on 
  carnivals and rituals. 

 Vocabulary Activity 23 30 Minutes 
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  a. ___________________________________________________________________  

  b. ___________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Map – a picture or chart that shows the rivers, mountains, streets, and so on. in a 
particular area. 

  a. ___________________________________________________________________  

  b. ___________________________________________________________________  

4.  Reflect – to express a thought or opinion; to show the image of something. 
  a. ___________________________________________________________________  

  b. ___________________________________________________________________  

5.   Artifact – a simple object such as a tool or weapon that was made by people in the 
  past.  
  a. ___________________________________________________________________  

  b.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

 

 
 
 

Papua New Guinea is a country with a very rich culture. A part of the culture is wearing 
masks during celebrations and rituals.  Here is a sample mask from Papua New Guinea. 
 
                                            
 

Tumbuwan Mask 
       Distinctive cone shaped top with 

large eyes and huge smile. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A. Create a cultural mask by following the guides below. 

Learning Activity 23 120 Minutes 
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 1. Decide on a culture (in PNG) that you would want to work on. 

  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Gather information about the culture you have chosen. You may coordinate 
with a teacher, librarian, elders in your area or anyone who can assist you 
collect print and electronic resources on cultural masks. You may use the 
spaces below to write your notes. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

B. Make a list of the materials you need and the procedure in making the mask. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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C.  Write a poem about the culture your mask represents. Apply the techniques in 
poetry that you have previously learned. Write your poem on the spaces below.  
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
Grammar Review: Prepositions 
Preposition is a word or group of words that is used with a noun, pronoun or noun phrase to 
show direction, location, or time, or to introduce an object. Be sure to use the right 
preposition when you write sentences. Consult the following list. 
 
at, by -   Use by when you mean “past,” “by way of,” or “by means of.” otherwise, use 
   at.  
   We stopped at Danny’s house for the baseball equipment. We had to go by 
   the firehouse. Ted went by bike. 
at, in -   Use in to mean “within.” Use at for a place thought of as a mere location on a 
   map. 
  We quickly turned at Waigani and arrived at Aunt Dorothy’s in time for 

 dinner. It was our first evening in Port Moresby. 
at, to -   Use to for motion not at. 
   We stayed at Aunt Dorothy’s for a day and then went to Madang.  
from, off     -   Use from when speaking of persons: get the tickets from Fred, borrow a tie 
  from Bud, buy a watermelon from the peddler. Most speakers and writers 
  avoid “off of.” When in doubt use off or from.      
   Fred fell off  of  the float into the water. 
in, into -   Use into ordinarily to express motion from one place to another. Use in when 
   the meaning is “within.” 
   Ray jumped from the roof of the barn into the pile of hay on the ground. He 
   rolled in the hay for a short period of time. 
over, to -   Don’t use over for to. 
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   Let’s all go to (not over) my house and surprise Mother! 
with, by -   Don’t use by for with. 
   Your plan for the picnic is all right with (not by) me. 
 
Grammar Activity 23: Choose the correct prepositions that will complete the sentences  
  below. Underline your answer. 
 
1.   Didn’t Mark Twain live (at, in) New York City for a number of years? 
2.  A sparrow flew through the open window right (in, into) the king’s bedroom. 
3.   The masks for the cultural show were created  (by, with) old folks. 
4.   The best masks in Papua New Guinea come (from, off, off of) Sepik. 
5.   The man has scratched all the paint (off, off of) the mask. 
 
 
Thank you for completing these activities. You may now go to the end of the module to 
check your answers. Be sure to do the necessary corrections before moving on to the next 
part of the module. Now, you will look at evaluating poetry. 
 

12.2.4.4.  Evaluating Poetry 
 
Poetry is a compact language that expresses complex feelings. To 
understand the multiple meanings of a poem, you must examine its 
words and phrasing from the perspectives of rhythm, sound, images, 

obvious meaning, and implied meaning. You then need to organize responses to the verse 
into a logical, point-by-point explanation. A good beginning involves asking questions that 
apply to most poetry. 
Here are the steps in evaluating a poem: 
 
Step One – What is the poem about? 
Read the poem through carefully and jot down your first impressions. 

 What is the poem about? 
 What is the poet’s attitude to the subject(s)? 
 Is the poet telling a story, describing a place or feeling, or setting out thoughts and 

attitude? 
 Who is the poet’s audience? 
 Does it have only one subject? If there is more than one, how are they 

linked/related? 
 Is the poet speaking to you through characters in the poem or directly addressing 

you, the reader? 
 

Step Two – How does the poem present its ideas? 
As you focus on what is said, consider vocabulary, structure and argument. 
 Vocabulary 

 Has the poet used ordinary everyday words in new and unusual or striking way? 
 Are there any words or phrases that are unusual or striking?  
 Are there any groups of words or phrases that give special tone and extra sense to 

the poem (For example: religious, seafaring terms or references)? 
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 What words or phrases are especially important to the poem? Are words or phrases 
repeated or echoed? 

  
Structure 

 How is the poem structured? i.e. its line divisions and punctuations, sentence 
structure and word order (are there inversions, parentheses, and so on)? 

 Has the poet linked ideas, objects or thoughts that are not usually linked? 
 Is there any connection between the subject/ content of the poem and the shape of 

the lines on the page? 
 Argument 

 What idea is the poet discussing? 
 Does the ending of the poem provide a summary or conclusion? 

 
Step Three – What literary devices and techniques are used? 
 Points of view 

 Who is talking? (the poet or a character the poet has assumed.) 
 To whom? (Directly to the audience or to other characters? 

       Tone 
 What is the tone of the poem? 
 How is it expressed? 
 Does the tone stay the same throughout the poem? How and why does it change? 

       Rhyme 
 What use has been made of rhyme? 
 Is it regular (For example: alternate lines) or irregular (to emphasize particular 

images/phrases)? 
       Form  

 Has the poet used a specific poetic form(For example: sonnet, ballad, ode)?Is the 
poem divided into verses? 

 Are the verses regular in length or are they more like paragraphs in a prose (each one 
dealing with a particular time/place/idea, and so on)? Does the end of the poem 
provide conclusion or summary? 

      Figurative language 
 What type of imagery is used? What comparisons are made? Does the poet appeal to 

one particular sense (For example: sight) or is variety of senses involved? Do the 
images form distinct groups (For example: recurrent images)? How are the images 
linked to the subject of the poem? 

 Rhythm 
 What words or phrases are emphasized and to what effect? 
 What other sound devices are used (For example: alliteration, sibilance, cacophony)? 

 
Step four – Overview – What is your response? 

 How do I interpret the message of the poem? How is it relevant to someone of my 
age and experience? 

 Would I like to read more poems by the same poet? Why? Why not? 
 What specific aspects convey the impact? 
 What do I like/dislike about the poem? Why? Is the poem successful? 
 Has this poem given me any new ideas or fresh insights? 
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 Look for the meaning of the following words using your dictionary and write them 

down on the spaces provided.  
  
1.   compact  _________________________________________________________  
 
2.   complex    _________________________________________________________  
 
3.   perspective   _________________________________________________________  
 
4.  obvious   _________________________________________________________  
 
5.   implied   _________________________________________________________  
 
6.   logical    _________________________________________________________  
 
7.   sibilance   _________________________________________________________ 
 
8.   cacophony   _________________________________________________________  
 
9.   recurrent   _________________________________________________________  
 
10.   seafaring       _________________________________________________________  
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Read the poem “Looking Thru Those Eyeholes” by Russell Soaba. Evaluate the poem 

 by answering the questions below.  
 

Fuelled 
       By Marcie Hans 
 
       Fuelled 
       by a million 
       man-made 
       wings of fire -  
       the  rocket tore a tunnel 
       through the sky –  

 Vocabulary Activity 24 20 Minutes 

Learning Activity 24 20 Minutes 
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       and everybody cheered. 
       Fuelled 
       only by a thought from God – 
       the seedling 
       urged its way 
       through the thickness of black – 
       and as it pierced 
       the heavy ceiling of the soil – 
       and launched itself 
       up into outer space – 
       no 
       one 
       even 
       clapped. 
   
1.   Describe an idea that interests you in the text. Explain why this idea interests you. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

2.   Describe a central image or symbol in the poem. Why is it important? 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

3.  Discuss poetic and sound techniques in a text. Explain the effect this has on the text. 
  ____________________________________________________________________  

4.  Describe the use of rhyme and/or rhythm in a text. Explain the effect this has on the 
  text. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  

5.  Discuss the theme in the text. 
  _____________________________________________________________________  
 
Grammar Review: Conjunction 
A conjunction is a part of speech that connects words, sentences, phrases or clauses. There 
are three kinds of conjunction – coordinating conjunction, correlative conjunction and 
subordinating conjunction. 
 
Coordinating conjunctions connect words, phrases and clauses of equal rank. Be sure you 
use the right conjunction to express the relationship you suggest. Common coordinating 
conjunctions are and, but, or, nor.  
Examples: The poet did not use simile but he used metaphor in his poem. 
   Rhythm and rhyme are essential elements of poetry. 
   Which do you prefer to read, prose or poetry? 
   The young reader did not understand the author’s purpose nor the meaning
   of his poem. 
 
Grammar Activity 24: Complete the sentences below by filling in the blanks with appropriate 
             coordinating conjunctions.  
  
1.    Would you rather have cheese _____ bologna on your sandwich? 
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2.    His two favourite sports are tennis _____soccer. 
3.   I wanted to go to the beach _____ Mary refuses. 
4.    I am allergic to cats _____ I have three of them. 
5.    Denny did not like swimming _____ was he interested in any water sport 
6.    Most plants have roots, seeds, flowers and fruit, _____ the algae and fungi have none 
  of  these. 
7.    Why don’t you ring Sue ____ find out what time she’s coming over tonight? 
8.  I won’t be home this Christmas _____ I will be there in New Year. 
9.    Would you rather stay home _____ would you like to go out? 
10.   I had a boring weekend. I just sat around the house _____ did nothing. 
 
 
Thank you for completing these activities. You may now go to the end of the module to 
check your answers. Be sure to do the necessary corrections before moving on to the next 
part of the module. Now, you will look at what is lost in translation. 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 

12.2.4.5. What is Lost in Translation: Poetry and Paraphrase 

 
Lost in translation literally means a word or phrase which, when translated from one 
language to another loses so much of its meaning. Sometimes the full sense of the meaning 
is no longer understood in the translated form. Figuratively, “lost in translation” refers to a 
word or phrase, or sometimes even a noun or an action word which when removed from the 
original context can no longer be fully understood.  
 
Here are some examples of lost in translation: 
1.  "Is forbidden to steal hotel towels please. If you are not a person to do such a thing 
   is please not to read notis." (in a Tokyo hotel) - but what if I have already read it? 
1.  Visitors are expected to complain at the office between the hours of 9 and 11 A.M. 

daily."  
(in a hotel in Athens) -  at least they are organised! 

 
Translation of poetry is one of the most difficult and challenging tasks for every translator.  
Robert Frost defined poetry as “Poetry is what gets lost in translation”, we can say, that this 
statement could be considered as a truthful one to a certain extent because there is no one-
to-one equivalent when comparing two languages. Even if the translators possess a 
profound knowledge in the source language they would not be able to create an exact copy 
of the original text. 
American poet, critic and translator Ezra Pound whose experience in poetry translations 
goes far beyond theory, believes that much depends on the translator. “He can show where 
the treasure lies, he can guide the reader in choice of what tongue is to be studied…”. He calls 
this as an “interpretive translator” of poetry. Parallel to it he offers “other sort” of 
translation, “where the translator is definitely making a new poem”. Thus there are two 
types of poetry translation, one which directly renders the thought of the author, and the 
second, which is based on the original, but transfuses some new spirit. 
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Another way to translate text is through paraphrasing. Paraphrasing involves taking a set of 
facts or opinions and rewording them. When paraphrasing, it is important to keep the 
original meaning and to present it in a new form. Basically, you are simply writing something 
in your own words that expresses the original idea. 

When paraphrasing a poem, one needs to look at the words and determine two things: 
What the author intended them to mean and what one sees for oneself in the words.  For 
example, in the first stanza we are told that the scene is not going to be in the present. 

  Across the years he could recall  
  His father one way best of all."  

Paraphrase: The person is now grown and remembering his father.  He has one particular 
memory that he likes to look back upon. 

  "In the stillest hour of night  
  The boy awakened to a light." 

Paraphrase: He is now thinking back when he was a boy and there is a light in his room 
which caused him to wake up. 

  "Half in dreams, he saw his sire  
  With his great hands full of fire."   

Paraphrase: The child is not fully awake so it looks to him like his father's hands are aflame 
or filled with something burning. 

  "The man had struck a match to see  
  If his son slept peacefully." 

Paraphrase: His father had come in to check on his son, but the room was dark.  Not wanting 
to wake the child, his father lit a match that would create just enough light to illuminate the 
child's face. 

If you take each stanza and read through them, you will be able to create your own words to 
tell what each line says. 
 

  

 

 
 Define the following words using your dictionary then use each in a complete 
 sentence. 
1.  Translate   ____________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 Vocabulary Activity 25 50 Minutes 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/paraphrasing
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2.  Literal         ___________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Profound   ____________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Exact           ___________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Scene          ___________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

6.  Translator  ____________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

7.  Reword      ____________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

8.  Transfuse   ___________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

9.  Theory        ___________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

10.  Figurative   ___________________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Language is an exciting thing and translations are neither as straightforward nor as 
  simple as we might want them to be. The following is an example of a lost translation
  of Tok Pisin to English. As a native speaker of Pidgin you understand well the poem 
  written in this language and can make a more appropriate translation. Translate the 
  poem Trupla Man by Bernard Sinai in English the way it should be.     
 
 
     TRUPLA MAN   (source: www.asopa.typepad.com) 

  Trupla man, paitim meri blong yu long side blong rot    
  Yu paitim bros, bikmaus na tok yu tasol     
  Yu no bisi olsem ol bai kisim yu go long kot     
  Tasol pasin yu mekim em I blong ol raskol 

Learning Activity 25 
20 Minutes 
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  Trupla man, yu holim diwai na yu ting yu man     
  Singaut na bikmaus olsem yu papa graun     
  Tasol taim yu han nating bai yu run      
  Yu save yu sanap bai yu pundaun long graun   
     
  Trupla man I no save paitim meri      
  Trupla man I save lukautim meri      
  Trupla man I no man blong pait       
  Tasol trupla man I save long pait  

  Yu no trupla man, yu mas giaman man ya.      
     

    TRUPLA MAN (Literal translation) 

   True man fight woman belong you on side belong road 
   You fight brothers, big mouth and talk you only 
   You not busy like all will get you go to court 
   Only attitude you make it belong all rascal     
   
   True man you hold wood and you think your man 
   Shout and big mouth like your father ground 
   Only time your hand nothing will you run 
   You know you stand will you fall to ground 
    
   True man not know fight woman  
   True man know take care woman 
   True man not man belong fight 
   Only true man know to fight 
 
   You not true man, you must liar man. 
 
B.  Write the correct translation of the Lord’s Prayer on the next page. 
  
 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ 
    
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ ___ 
  
 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ 
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 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ 
  
 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ 
  
 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 _______________________________________________________________  
  
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
 
Grammar Review: Paraphrasing  
Paraphrasing means using your own words to express someone else's message or ideas. In a 

paraphrase, the ideas and meaning of the original source must be maintained; the main 

ideas need to come through, but the wording has to be your own. 

Guidelines for Paraphrasing 

 Read the original two or three times or until you are sure you understand it.  

 Put the original aside and try to write the main ideas in your own words. Say what 

the source says, and try to reproduce the source's order of ideas and emphasis.  

 Look closely at unfamiliar words, observing carefully the exact sense in which the 

writer uses the words.  

 Check your paraphrase, as often as needed, against the original for accurate tone and 

meaning, changing any words or phrases that match the original too closely. If the 

wording of the paraphrase is too close to the wording of the original, then it is 

plagiarism.  

 Include a citation for the source of the information (including the page numbers) so 

that you can cite the source accurately. Even when you paraphrase, you must still 

give credit to the original author.  

When we paraphrase an idea or a message, we need to cite the source. A citation is a 

reference to a published or unpublished source which may not always be the original source. 

Citations have several important purposes: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Source_text
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 To uphold intellectual honesty 

 To attribute prior or unoriginal work and ideas to the correct sources 

 To allow the reader to determine independently whether the referenced material 

supports the author’s argument in the claimed way, and 

 To help the reader gauge the strength and validity of the material the author has 

used. 

Examples: 
 
Original sentence:   Giraffes like Acacia leaves and hay, and they can consume 75 pounds of 
            food a day.  

Paraphrase:   A giraffe can eat up to 75 pounds of Acacia leaves and hay every day.  

Original sentence:    Any trip to Italy should include a visit to Tuscany to sample   
            their exquisite wines. 

Paraphrase:  Be sure to include a Tuscan wine-tasting experience when visiting Italy.   

 

Grammar Activity 25: Paraphrase the following sentences. Be sure not to get far from the 
original   meaning of the texts. 

1. Niagara Falls is viewed by thousands of tourists every year. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2.  The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel was painted by Michelangelo. 

_____________________________________________________________________  

3. He was saddened by the news. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. The majority of consumers prefer imported cars. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. With electronic cigarettes, there will be no smoky smell on your clothes or skin. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

6. Uploading a video to YouTube can help expose your business. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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7. The price of a resort vacation includes meals, tips, and equipment rentals which 

makes your trip cost-effective. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

8.  The museum has a huge collection of African art. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

9. It was a spacious room with lit candles all over. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

10. Symptoms of the flu include fever and nasal congestion. 

  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Check your answers at the end of the unit before proceeding to the next part. 
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SUMMARY 
 
Literature is a collection of writings that are considered as work of art, especially short 
stories, novels, drama and poems. Literature is a reflection of life.  It is an exploration of 
human relationships and human conditions from oral to written traditions.    
 
In this unit, you have learned the different types of literature and how they are written. You 
have also learned about contexts – the different kinds of contexts from historical to cultural 
and from social to political to personal. You have gained knowledge about poetry, short 
story, novel and drama. The aspects and elements of these pieces of literature and the 
lessons about analyzing them must help you have a better understanding of any literary 
piece that you encounter.  
 
The techniques in analyzing literature and the variety of literary samples that you have read 
here must have inspired you to read and appreciate literature more. The grammar review 
lessons included in this unit must also equip you with the skills needed so you can also 
create your own piece of literature. 
 
Now, you are ready to move on to Unit 3. 
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ANSWERS TO ACTIVITIES 
 

 
Vocabulary Activity 1 
 Word  Part of Speech  Meaning 
1. media       noun  newspaper, radio, television, and so on. which  
     convey information to the public                                 2.
 commentary      noun  spoken or written discussion in which people  
     express opinions about someone or something  
3. convey       verb   to pass a message from one person or place to  
     another 
4. aesthetic      adjective  relating to art or beauty; pleasing in appearance 
5. recount      verb   to relate in full detail 
 
Learning Activity 1  
1. Literary text 
2. Factual text 
3. Media text 
 
Grammar Activity 1  
A. Answers will vary but here are sample answers. 
1. No, I’m not. 
2. No, it isn’t. 
3. Yes, I did. 
4. Yes, they do. 
5. Yes, they have. 
B. 
1. What is writing done for? 
2. When did the events happen? 
3. Where are films viewed? 
4. How does literature bring out emotion? 
5. Who are produced by texts? 
 
Vocabulary Activity 2  
Sentences may vary. 
1. Factual   involving or based on facts or truth.  
 Sample sentence: Most of the books written by Paulias Matane are factual. 
2. Purpose  the reason why something is done or used; the aim or   
    intention of something. 
 Sample sentence: Students must know their purpose of coming to school. 
3. Persuade  to cause someone to believe something. 
 Sample sentence: It is not easy but I’ll persuade him to go back to his village.  
4. Enthuse  to show enthusiasm; to talk about something with enthusiasm.  
 Sample sentence: Mr. Joe invited us over so we could enthuse over his new car. 
5. Condemn  to express complete disapproval of something. 
 Sample sentence: The leaders condemn the attack of the rebels. 
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6. Criticise  to form and express a judgment of a work. 
 Sample sentence: Our literature teacher assigned us to criticise the story ‘The  
    Last Leaf’ by O. Henry. 
7. Recount  to narrate facts or to tell a story or details. 
 Sample sentence: We read a recount about Lucky Dube. 
8. Evaluate  to judge the value or condition of someone or something in a  
    careful and thoughtful way. 
 Sample sentence: You must learn to evaluate your own skills and capabilities. 
9. Fashion  the business of creating and selling clothes in style. 
 Sample sentence: Paris is known for the latest fashion. 
10. Reflect   to think quietly and calmly; to express a thought or opinion. 
 Sample sentence: They kept quiet to reflect on the sermon. 
 

 
Learning Activity 2  
1. The purpose of the poem is to describe the beauty of a tree as a creation of God. 
2. The purpose of the speech is to explain freedom from racial discrimination. 
 
Grammar Activity 2  
1. They’re, here, everywhere, their, heard, two, too, to, wear, here 
2. you’re, to, wear, where, your, there, heard, to, wear, your, wear, too, two 
 
Vocabulary Activity 3  
A.  Word  Part of Speech  Meaning 
1. Aversion noun   something that causes feeling of dislike 
2. Compulsion noun   an irresistible urge to behave in a certain way,  
     especially against one's conscious wishes. 
3. Permeate verb   to spread throughout something 
4. Retirement noun   the action or fact of leaving one's job and   
     ceasing to work 
5. Molasses noun   thick, dark brown syrup obtained from raw   
     sugar during the refining process 
 

Young audience Mature audience General audience 

Children adults tourists 

Teenagers old people concert goers 

school students members of parliament public transport users 

 business executives  potential customers  

 university students  people on holiday 

 employees friends 

 parents football fans  

  relatives 
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Learning Activity 3  
1. Purpose: reflect, inform 
 Audience: adults, old people, university students 
2. Purpose: persuade, enthuse, inform 
 Audience: teenagers, adults, old people 
B. Which Way, Big Man? 
 Purpose: criticise 
 Audience: PNG old and young citizens 
Grammar Activity 3  
1. mostly abstract noun 
 Type of audience – adults, old people, employees 
2. mostly common nouns 
 Type of audience – teenagers, friends 
 
Vocabulary Activity 4   
Answers may vary. The following are sample answers. 
1. Personal -  relating to me or doing something on my own without the         
         intervention of other people. 
2. Social - relating to the society or the community. 
3. Historical - something that concerns history or important past events.  
4. Cultural – relating to a particular group of people and their beliefs, traditions and  
      habits. 
5. Political – relating to government and politics.  
 

 
Learning Activity 4  
1. Winston Churchill 
2. 4 June 1940; Britain 
3. To dispel despair and give confidence to the British people 
4. British army and British people 
 
Grammar Activity 4  
2. more  7. much  12. less 
3. more  8. less  13. more 
4. more  9. less 
5. fewer  10. a 
6. less  11. little   
 
 
Vocabulary 5  
1. j   6. e 
2. i   7. d 
3. h    8. c  
4. g   9. b 
5. f   10. a  
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Learning Activity 5  
Answers may vary. Here is a sample response. 
 
I can see a picture of happy children. They remind me of my friends back home and my childhood 
as well. The picture also shows unity and cooperation. If children will not work and move together, 
the bicycle might fall and everybody might get hurt. 
 
Grammar Activity 5   
1. Subject:  Texts 
 Verb phrase:  are designed 
2. Subject:  Factual text 
 Verb phrase:  give facts and information 
3. Subject:  Texts 
 Verb phrase:  are not created 
4. Subject:  Context 
 Verb phrase:  includes the background and setting 
5. Subject:  Author 
 Verb phrase:  writes for an intended audience 
Vocabulary 6  
Answers may vary. The following are sample answers. 
1. Influence – the power to produce an effect especially on character, belief and action 
 a. Many young people are easily influenced by their environment. 
 b. You must be a good influence to your friends. 
2. Condemn – to express strong disapproval of something. 
 a. The whole nation condemns domestic violence. 
 b. The people in the community condemn child abuse. 
3. Reveal – to make visible by uncovering; to make known. 
 a. Some cartoons reveal real life situations. 
 b. The witness will reveal the information needed to solve the case. 
4. Satire – a humorous way of criticizing people or ideas particularly in politics 
 a.  “Which Way, Big Man?” is an example of satire. 
 b.  The latest biography of the president is a satire designed to mock the leader. 
 

 
Learning Activity 6     
1. His purpose is to show that our environment is polluted and there might come a  time that 
we will only see a clean environment on photographs and billboards. 
2. Both young and adult would be interested in this cartoon especially those who care 
 about the environment. 
3. The cartoon reveals that its creator has a great concern for the environment. 
4. Yes. People would realize that we must care for our environment or we might lose it. 
5. The cyclist represents the future generation who might only see a clean environment  in 
photographs and billboards. 
 
Grammar Activity 6  
1. Phil Somerville is popular because he uses satirical approach to society’s  values.  
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2. Cartoons play an important role in revealing the weakness of the society although they are 
usually humorous. (though, even though) 

3. Somerville warns the readers to preserve the natural world before it is too late. 
4. Somerville tries to bring about change while he entertains and amuses his readers. 
5.  The future generation will not experience a fresh and clean environment unless the  
  present generation preserves the natural world. 
 
Vocabulary Activity 7  
Answers may vary. The following are sample answers. 
 
1. Every nation has its own unique culture. 
2. We have to save the Earth for the future generation. 
3. The slave who served his master well was rewarded. 
4. That product has an inferior quality. 
5. This bridge was built by the old inhabitants of this village. 
 

 
Learning Activity 7  
Answers may vary. The following is a sample paragraph. 
Chewing of betel nut has been a part of Papua New Guinea culture and now it is banned all over 
Port Moresby. I don’t chew betel nut not only because it is now prohibited but also because it has 
a lot of negative effects. I find the red stains caused by betel nut a bit messy and it makes me look 
untidy. I have learned that chewing betel nut causes cancer. I feel sad that hundreds of buai 
vendors lost their livelihood because of the betel nut ban but I think this will also do something 
good in the long run. 
 
Here is how you can mark your paragraph. Ask someone to help you in marking. 

Criteria Excellent 

( 5 points) 

Very Good 

(4 points) 

Good 

(3 points) 

Fair 

(2 points) 

Poor 

(1 point) 

1. Content 

  a. Focused  clearly on    

      the topic Chewing   

      Betel nut. 

b. Expresses personal 

and social ideas, 

points of view, 

attitude and 

experiences related 

to the topic. 
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2.Sentence structure 

  a. Sentences are   

     complete and use  

     correct tenses of   

     verb. 

  b. Words are correctly 

chosen and spelled.   

       

     

Your scores      

Your final score  

 
Grammar Activity 7  
1. went  2. made 3. showed 4. lit   5. crawled  
6. was  7. went 8. stopped 9. wanted 10. has got 
11. had written 12. swore 13. had done   14. had killed 15. hacked      
 
Vocabulary Activity 8  
Emoticons may vary 
 
Learning Activity 8   
1. sentimental  
2. tolerant  
3. bitter 
4. optimistic 
5. humorous 
Grammar Activity 8  
1. diminutive 
2. aggressive 
3. grievous 
4. sumptuous 
5. positive 
 
Vocabulary Activity 9  
1. hungry, suffering because of lack of food 
2. surrender 
3. dislike 
4. pain of body and mind, distress 
5. beautiful, awesome 
 

 
Learning Activity 9  
1. Purpose:  persuade 
 Tone:        enthusiastic 
2. Purpose:  inform 
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 Tone:        formal, serious 
 
Grammar Activity 9 
 Positive  Comparative   Superlative 
 new   newer    newest 
 generous  more generous  most generous 
 responsive  more responsive  most responsive 
 captivating  more captivating  most captivating 
 muscular  more muscular  most muscular 
 ordinary  more ordinary   most ordinary 
 long   longer    longest 
 old   older    oldest 
 
Vocabulary Activity 10   
Answers may vary but here are sample answers. 
1. His business was still unsullied sea. (repetition of ‘s’ consonant) 
2. We were asleep when the strong wind suddenly roared. 
3. She felt so beautiful that she knew she could conquer the world. 
4. Dumb are the drums of the prince. (repetition of ‘u’ vowel) 
5. Dove is a symbol of peace. 
6. Mr. Bean is a very boring man. 
7. Pitter patter (repetition of consonant sounds) 
8. The new family business blooms. 
9. Her teeth are like pearls in the deep blue sea. 
10. Faith please be kind to me. 
 

 
Learning Activity 10   
1. alliteration  6. personification 
2. assonance  7. personification 
3. simile   8. alliteration  
4. metaphor  9. metaphor 
5. hyperbole  10. assonance  
 
Grammar Activity 10  
Answers may vary but here are sample answers. 
A. 
 1.  A flower is just as useful as a leaf. 
 2. The moon is bright likewise the star is also bright. 
 3. Bird is comparable to butterfly in beauty. 
 4. A man is comparable to a woman in thoughtfulness. 
 5. Patience is just as important as obedience. 
B. 
 1. Moon is visible at night, on the other hand sun is visible at daytime. 
 2. Life is liked by humans but death is feared. 
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 3. A home is taken care of by parents whereas a school is taken care of by   
  teachers. 
 4. Sunrise symbolizes the beginning of the day, on the other hand sunset   
  symbolizes the end. 
 5. Sea differs from sky in size. 
 
 
Vocabulary Activity 11  

Word Meaning Synonym 

supernatural can’t be explained by laws of 

nature 

paranormal, unearthly 

resemble be like similar, the same 

logical reasonable understandable 

revenge to harm or punish someone 

who has harmed you 

payback, vengeance 

envy the feeling of wanting to have 

what someone else has  

jealousy 

crisis a time of intense difficulty or 

danger 

disaster, calamity 

domestically relating to or involving 

someone’s home or family  

familial, household 

selflessness having or showing great 

concern for other people and 

little or no concern for oneself 

unselfish 

amuse to make someone laugh or 

smile  

entertain, cheer 

conclusion a final decision or judgment; 

last part of some parts 

end, finish 

  

 
 
Learning Activity 11  
Answers will vary but here are sample answers. 

Title of the story Purpose 

1.  The Scholars and the Lion to show the importance of using common 

sense 

2.  The Necklace to show the importance of contentment in 

life  

3.  The Gift of Magi to show unconditional love  

4.  The Last Leaf to show hope and selflessness 

5.  The Story of My Life to show hope 
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Grammar Activity 11  
Answers may vary but here are sample answers. 
1. This story that I am reading is really interesting. 
2. The main character who survived in the story experienced a lot of hardships. 
3. In the story ‘The Cask of Amontillado’ Montresor buried Fortunato alive under his 
 house where his dead relatives were also buried. 
4. The leaf that was painted on the window symbolized hope in the story ‘The Last  Leaf.’ 
5. Paulias Matane has written many books which talked about his childhood. 
6. Martin Luther’s speech touched the hearts of the people who were present in the 
 event. 
7. The story that made me cry has a beautiful ending. 
8. The Lizard and the Crocodile is a story of two friends who became enemies. 
9. The old man in the story wiped his face with a newspaper where the winning  number 
was  printed.  
10. Nora Vagi Brash who wrote the play Which Way, Big Man? is a famous Papua New 
 Guinean writer. 
 
Vocabulary Activity 12  
1. j    6. e 
2. i   7. d 
3. h    8. c 
4. g    9. b 
5. f    10. a 
 
 

 
Learning Activity 12  

Title Puppy Love 

Setting Aka and Zamami Japan 

Characters 

Shiro 

 

Marilyn 

 

Mr. Nakamura 

Japanese people 

 

Describe each character 

The male dog that would swim across the beach to see 

Marilyn, his love. 

The girlfriend of Shiro who lived in the next island. 

The owner of Shiro  

They always wanted to see Shiro swim across the beach to 

visit Marilyn 
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Plot 

a. How did the story begin? 

b. What was the conflict or            

problem/s encountered? 

c.  What was the most exciting        

part of the story? 

d. How was the problem  

solved? 

e.  How did the story end? 

 

 

- The story started when Mr. and Mrs. Nakamura were 

looking for Shiro. They thought Shiro was missing.  

- Shiro’s girlfriend Marilyn moved to another island 

with the people who took care of her. 

 

- The most exciting part was when Mr. Nakamura 

followed Shiro and saw him swam two miles just to 

see his girlfriend Marilyn. 

-   Shiro would swim from Aka to Zamami to visit         

     Marilyn. 

 

- Shiro became famous in Japan. During one Japanese 

holiday many people go to Aka to see Shiro swim to 

visit his loved one. 

Theme of the story Love knows no boundaries. Love conquers all. 

 
B. 1. Fiction   4. Fiction 
 2. Nonfiction  5. Fiction 
 3. Nonfiction 
 
Grammar Activity 12  
Answers may vary. 
1. My teacher asked us to write a descriptive essay. 
2. Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘The Cask of Amontillado’ is not a realistic story. 
3. Graduation ball is a formal gathering. 
4. That shop sells items at reasonable price. 
5. I have never seen such a unique costume for a stage play. 
6. The famous actor played a dull character in that movie. 
7. Old people love  listening to sentimental music. 
8.  The author of ‘Thank you Ma’am’ used colloquial language in that story. 
9. Fresh flowers are usually given by a gentleman to the lady he is courting. 
10. The guest speaker delivered a melodramatic speech.  
 
Vocabulary Activity 13  
1. D  6. A 
2. F  7. E 
3. G  8. J 
4. H  9. B 
5. C  10. I 
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Learning Activity 13  
A. 
1. Look for inspiration from real people. 
2. Characters must be genuine and realistic. 
3. The main events of a short story should occur in a short period of time because there 
 should only be one plot, one setting and very limited characters. 
 
Stories may vary but here is an example. 

Title Puppy Love 

Setting In an island in Japan 

Characters Describe each character 

 

          Protagonist 

          Antagonist 

          Other characters 

 

 

Shiro – the dog who swims from an island to the other 

to see his girlfriend Marlyn 

Marlyn – the dog whom Shiro visits in another island 

Mr. Nakamura – Shiro’s master 

People in the two islands – the ones who always wait 

at the shore to see Shiro swim 

 

 

Plot 

a. How does your story begin?  

b. What is the problem/s 

encountered? (conflict) 

The story begins when Mr. Nakamura is looking for 

Shiro, his dog. He then sees the dog wet and shivering. 

The problem is that Shiro always leaves the house 

because Marlyn, his girlfriend (a female dog) moved to 

another island so Shiro has to swim two miles just to 

see her. 

c. What is the most exciting 

part of the story? (climax) 

When Mr.Nakamura discovers the reason why Shiro is 

always missing. He follows the dog and sees its sacrifice 

as if it was a human being. 

d. How is the problem solved? 

(falling action) 

Shiro still continues to swim but Mr. Nakamura doesn’t 

keep him from leaving the house anymore. And if Mr. 

Nakamura has time, he brings Shiro to the island using 

his boat. 

e. How does the story end? 

(denouement) 

Shiro becomes famous in the area and many couples 

become inspired of the sacrifice of Shiro for Marlyn. 

Theme of your story Love conquers all. 
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B.      Puppy Love 
 Mr. Nakamura lived in an island and he took care of a dog named Shiro. Shiro had a 
girlfriend named Marlyn owned by their neighbor. Mr. Nakamura’s neighbor moved to the next 
island together with his dog Marlyn. Shiro missed Marlyn very much so he decided to visit Marlyn 
in her new place. Shiro had to swim two miles across the sea to get to the island where Marlyn 
was. Every other day Shiro would be gone  missing and when he came home he was always wet. 
Mr. Nakamura was wondering where Shiro went so he followed the dog using his boat. Mr. 
Nakamura was so surprised to see his dog swimming across the sea and when he arrived in the 
next island he Marlyn waiting for Shiro. Because of the dogs’ love and sacrifice for each other, Mr. 
Nakamura never kept Shiro from visiting Marlyn and sometimes he  would bring Shiro to 
Marlyn using his boat. People in both islands admired Shiro and many got inspired of the love he 
had for Marlyn. The people then decided to have Shiro and Marlyn’s Day every year to celebrate 
their love. On that day hundreds of people gather at the sea shore on both islands to see Shiro 
swimming to meet Marlyn. 

Grammar Activity 13  
1. A display of arts and crafts  in the lobby of  the auditorium attracts many tourists. 
2 I can see a lonely freshman in the bleachers. 
3. The children  around the tall Christmas tree  are opening their gifts. 
4. You’ll surely love the main character after you have read the story. 
5. Events must be realistic for a story to be believable. 
 
Vocabulary activity 14  
1. B 
2. C 
3. A 
4. D 
5. C 
 
 

 
Learning activity 14  
Answers will vary. 

ASPECT OF THE SHORT STORY 

 

YOUR COMMENTS/ANALYSIS 

 

Plot/structure 

The plot is simple and easy to understand. The events are 

well arranged.  

 

 

Characters 

Samantha was the little girl f who wanted peace for the 

world. She had the courage to write the leader of Soviet 

Union and she was asked to visit that country. She 

became friends with many people there and because of 

that she was loved and admired by many people. 

Natasha was the girl from Soviet Union who became 
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friends with Samantha. 

Yuri Andropov was the leader of Soviet Union who invited 

Samantha to visit Soviet Union. 

 

Setting 

The story started in the USA then the main character went 

to Soviet Union and back to USA again 

 

Point of view/narrator 

The point of view was third person narrator 

 

Images/symbols 

The new planet discovered by a Soviet astronomer 

symbolized the short but bright life of Samantha. 

 

Style and language 

The author used simple and common words suitable for 

both young and old readers. 

 

Theme 

Peace and unity 

Children can bring peace to the world. 

 

Title 

Dear Mr. Andropov 

 
General impression on the story: 
I find the story so simple. However, it is very striking and impressive because a young child 
became an instrument in bringing peace between two countries. She may have not stopped the 
war, however, she was able to show that people from different places with different cultures and 
beliefs can also be friends. In addition, she was able to set a good example people that even an 
ordinary citizen can do something to help the nation and the world.  
 
Grammar Activity 14  
1. B 
2. A 
3. D 
4. B 
5. B 
 
Vocabulary Activity 15  
Answers will vary 
Sample answers 
1.  grumble -   to complain quietly about something 
2. bunch  -   a number of things, usually of the same kind, growing or fastened  
      together 
3. manhood -   the state or period of being a man rather than a child. 
4. orphan  -   a child whose parents are dead 
5. jealousy -   the state of feeling or showing an envious resentment of someone  
      or  their achievements, possessions or perceived advantages 
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Learning Activity 15  
Answers may vary 
1. Bunani- a very lazy and selfish man. He just wanted to eat and be served but he was 
 lazy to work. He also did not want to share food and take care of his young brother-in-law. 
2. The setting was in the village. People in the area planted and caught fish for a living. 
3. The theme is about forgiveness in comparison to the spirit of revenge.  
4. The couple Bunani and Dobana were having taro for dinner and Dobana was complaining 

because she wanted to eat fish. Bunani was angry telling her not to complain or she should 
try catching fish instead. Dobana asked Bunani to bring a bowl of taro to her young brother 
Tunana who was in the men’s house. The husband was angry and didn’t want to give food 
to Tunana because he said Tunana was lazy and was not even helping in the garden. 
Dobana explained that Tunana was young  and no one would take care of him since their 
parents were already dead. Bunani said he would bring the food but when Dobana turned 
her back Bunani removed the taro from the bowl and replaced it with stones. Most 
probably, Bunani might experience revenge from the spirits of the dead parents of Dobana 
and Tunana because he was not treating the young man properly.  

 
Grammar Activity 15  
1. going   6. driving 
2. mastering  7. jumping 
3. being, doing  8. eating  
4. defending   9. respecting 
5. watching   10.  Learning 
 
Vocabulary Activity 16  
1. scenery  6. voice inflection 
2. empathy  7. facial expression 
3. gesture  8. props 
4. acting   9. diction 
5. costumes  10. make-up 
 
 

 
Learning Activity 16  
Answers will vary but here are sample answers. 

Props betel nut  

Costumes meri dress 

Scenery trees 

Sound kundu 

Light spot light for the sun  

Make up lipstick  

 
Grammar Activity 16  
 
1. The people living in that village are generous. 
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2. The actor playing the role is my friend. 
 
3. The character introduced in the story seemed very popular. 

 
4. Every clothing used in the drama was donated. 

 
5. The voice echoing in the hill comes from the hermit. 

 
6. The personality portrayed in the play was remarkable. 

 
7. Her forgotten performance in that play made her famous for a while. 

 
8. The President’s written speech was never published. 

 
 

9.          Their damaged costumes were thrown away. 
 
 
Vocabulary Activity 17  
1.     Dialogue  - what the characters in a play or story say; spoken language conveying  meaning 
to the listener   
2. Actor  -  a person whose profession is acting on stage, in films or on television.           
3.        Conflict - struggle between opposing forces or people, usually resolved at the end of 
 the story or play.        
4.       Scene – a series of continuous action in a play, film, opera, or book.            
5. Narrator – a person who narrates or tells something, especially a character who  recounts 
the events of a novel or narrative poem.                 
6. Visualise – to form a mental image of something. 
7. Tragedy – an event causing great suffering, destruction and distress. 
8.       Prediction - saying what will happen or might happen in the future.  
9. Omniscient – knowing everything.  
10. Gesture – a movement of a part of the body, especially a hand or the head to express an 
 idea or meaning 
 

 
Learning Activity 17  
Answers may vary. 

WHICH WAY, BIG MAN? 

Protagonist Gou Haia – Public servant and the newly-appointed Director of  

National Identity. 

Antagonist Sinob Haia – Gou’s wife. 

Setting 1976, at the Haia home in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Mood The drama is funny. 
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Conflict Man against man, Man against society. 

Character Analysis/  

Descriptions 

Sinob and Gou, of the newly rich, attempting to impersonate their 

colonizers, and putting down those who are less educated. 

Predictions The main character Gou will realize that he should not let her wife 

rule over him. He will not be easily influenced by wants of Sinob 

who has been greatly affected by western culture. He will hold on 

to his culture and listen to his father’s advice, however, he will 

impose some changes that will be beneficial to his people. 

Sinob will realize her mistake but not too soon. She will still insist 

on her desires to be on high social class. Her husband will do 

something to make her realize that even if changes happen, she 

must not turn her back to her own culture and traditions.   

Papa will be very happy seeing Gou becoming more independent 

and is able to keep his own culture and tradition.  

Classification of the 

play 

The play is a satire. It is satirical as it holds up certain aspects of 

people and their society to ridicule. 

Retell the play Which Way, Big Man is about a man Gou who came from the 

village and was able to have changes in his career in the city. He is 

caught between his old culture and tradition and the western 

culture that his wife wanted them to adapt. He was promoted as 

the director of the Department of National Identity and his wife 

prepared a party for him inviting only the “big men and women” 

in their society. Gou’s father came to celebrate with them but 

Sinob did not want the old man to join the party saying that  

Dialogue Gou:  “Papa I must do things in the way of the town. This is the       

way things are done here, It would not be right if we had a feast 

here in town.” (Gou explains to his father why could not have 

singsing at the party. His dialogue shows that he is trying to adapt 

the way colonial way of celebrating.) 

Sinob:  “Yuck! You can eat that! (referring to the kaukau, pis and 

kokonas) Make us a salad and grill the T-bone steaks. There’s 

plenty of lettuce and tomatoes in the fridge. (Sinob in her 

dialogue shows how she changed even in the choice of food.) 

Papa:  “Plis, no ken larim meri bilong pikinini bilong mi. Mi no laik 

bai krosim mi.” (Papa in his dialogue shows his respect towards 

his in-law despite the fact that she does not respect him the way 

she should. 

Action Gou’s actions show that even if he was trying to change his image 

from a village man to a city man, he still did not totally forget his 
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old culture. 

Sinob’s actions show her desire to erase her old culture and 

traditions and be one of those western people she met in the city. 

Most of her actions show how she degraded people who did not 

belong to the society where she was in at that time.   

Who is telling the  

story? 

 

The story is told by a narrator. 

 
B.  Answer will vary but here are sample answers. 
1.  Sinob and I are having a party to celebrate. 
2.  He’s gone with Pita to clean up and change clothes.  
3.  I didn’t ask the old man to come. 
4.  I’d like you to know that I’m the wife of the director. 
 
Grammar Activity 17  
1. to know - noun 
2. to land  - adjective 
3. to survive - adverb 
4. to complete - noun 
5. to solve - adverb 
6. to concentrate- noun 
7. to conduct - noun 
8. to win  - adjective 
9. to bring - noun 
10. to change - noun  
 
Vocabulary Activity 18  
1. reputation 
2. engaged 
3. unique 
4. contemporary 
5. insight 
 

 
Learning Activity 18  
1. The story’s setting was in a Mexican coastal village called La Paz, probably on the 
 Baja Peninsula which the author had heard in a visit to the formerly pearl-rich region  in 
1940. The setting was in a village which was the symbol of the oppression of  the  people. 
2. The setting shows that most people living there depend on pearl-diving which shows 
 that earning a living was not easy. 
3. Many comments are given about the society where the story happened. One is that 
 the people living there especially the poor ones were discriminated by the rich. An 
 example was when the doctor refused to treat the baby because his parents did not 
 have money. 
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Grammar Activity 18  
1.  Juana said the pearl had brought evil. 
2.  Kino said the pearl was ugly. 
3.  Thomas said they know that they had been cheated from birth. 
4.  The villagers said the music of the pearl was triumphant in Kino’s head. 
5.  Juana said the pearl would destroy them. 
 
Vocabulary Activity 19  
1. tension - feeling of nervousness, excitement or fear that is created in a  
   movie, book, and so on. 
2. release  - to stop holding something or someone 
3. corrupt - to cause someone or something to become dishonest,   
   immoral, and so on. 
4. racism  - poor treatment of or violence against people because of their  
   race. 
5. reasonable - fairly or moderately good 
6. considerable - large in extent or degree 
7. individualism - the belief that the needs of each person are more important  
   than the needs of the whole society or group 
8. fictitious - not genuinely felt 
9. realistic - the quality of being very much like real life; the quality of   
   seeming to be real 
10. critique - a careful judgment in which you give your opinion about the  
   good and bad parts of something such as a piece of writing or   
  a work of art 
 

 
Learning Activity 19  
1. The Pearl 
2. John Steinbeck 
3. greed as a destructive force; colonial society’s oppression of native culture 
4. social conflict – Kino against the rich in their society who oppressed and  discriminated 
 poor people like him  
5.  Kino, Juana, Coyotito, doctor, the priest, people in the village, trackers and pearl  buyers 
6. The narrator tells Kino’s story to teach moral lessons, and so treats Kino above all as  a 
cautionary figure. At the same time the narrator seems to see Kino as a sort of a  tragic  hero and 
is moved by the human weakness that are revealed in Kino’s  actions. The  narrator shows 
respect for Kino’s hard work to realize his ambitions. 
7. The words used in the story have a sense of rhythm that makes reading an agreeable 
 experience. The story reads like a legend or a tale told orally. The language is clear 
 and simple.  
 
Grammar Activity 19  
1. Celestine’s hobbies are watching television, riding his motorbike and night 
 swimming. 
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2. As a manager, Father’s work includes monitoring the employee’s performance,  checking 
the financial status of the company and ensuring the safety of all workers. 

3. The chemistry teacher presented the new project, showed how the project was  made and 
encouraged the students to create more similar projects. 

4. When Paul’s grandfather was alive, he planted vegetables, took care of farm animals 
 and delivered eggs in the local market. 
5. Playing the piano, writing short stories and painting nature are worthwhile hobbies. 
 
Vocabulary activity 20  
Answers will vary but here is a sample answer. 
 Word  Part of Speech    Meaning 
1. skiff  noun   a small boat that is usually for one person only 
 
 

 
Learning Activity 20  
1. Main Characters 
 a. Santiago- the old fisherman who has had an extended run of bad luck.   
 Despite of  his expertise, he has been unable to catch a fish for eighty-four  
 days. He is humble, yet shows a justified pride in his abilities. 

b. Manolin- a boy presumably in his adolescence. He is Santiago’s apprentice and 
devoted attendant. Due to Santiago’s bad luck, his parents forced him to go out on 
a different boat. Manolin still cares for the old man whom he considers his mentor. 

2. The conflict is man against nature. Santiago is at odds with nature because he makes  his 
living by it, as a fisherman. However, the sea is not providing him with  enough catch to 
survive on.  

3. The actions and dialogues are important because they reveal each character’s  thoughts 
and feelings. 

4. The setting is in Cuba, near Havana in the 1940’s and mostly on the water. Most of 
 the events takes place in the old man’s boat out in the sea. 
5. The themes are (1) nobility of human endeavor in the face of extreme odds, (2)  honor in   

struggle, defeat and death and (3) pride as a source of greatness and  determination. 
6. Answers may vary but here is a sample answer. 

 There are many comments and ideas being made about the society in the story; one is that 
 people believed in luck. Like the parents of Manolin who thought that he must stop going 
 out in the sea with Santiago because the old man was unlucky so he could not catch even a 
 single fish. Many also believed in the goodness of people’s heart. The villagers Martin, 
Perico, Pedrico and Rogelio believed in the skill of the old man and they offered support to 
him. The old man on the other hand, served as an inspiration to these men and to many 
people in their village especially to Manolin.  

 
 
Grammar Activity 20  
1. He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and he had gone 
 eighty- four days now without taking a fish. 
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2. The blotches ran well down the sides of his face and his hands had the deep-creased 
 scars from handling heavy fish on the cords. None of these scars were fresh. 
3. I saw Mrs. Dee in the gym and she was working out with a personal trainer. 
4. The laptop is handy so she uses it very often. 
5. The new technology is wonderful because it is all digital. 
 
 
Vocabulary Activity 21  
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Learning Activity 21  
1. simile 
2. onomatopoeia 
3. alliteration 



GR 12 APPLIED ENGLISH   U12.2                                                                                                                ANSWERS 

 
 

 

 

                                   149 

 

4. personification 
5. metaphor 
 
Grammar Activity 21  
Answers will vary but here is how you can check your poem. (Total of 10 marks) 
1. You must have a noun in the first line. ( 1 mark) 
2. There must be 2 adjectives that in the second line that describe your noun.(2 marks) 
3. There must be a verb that describes your noun in action. There must also be an  adverb 
 that will modify the verb. (2 marks)  
4. You must make a compare your noun to something using ‘like’ or ‘as’. (2 marks) 
5. You must express a wish related to your noun using the expression ‘If I’.(3 marks)  
 
Vocabulary Activity 22  
1. woodland - land covered with tree and bushes 
2.          gutter               - a low area at the side of a road that is used to catch water and carry 

it away from the road 
3. brood  - a small stream 
4. meadows - a usually flat area of land that is covered with tall grass 
5. mortar  - a sturdy vessel in which material is pounded or rubbed with a 
 pestle 
6.          yon                    - that or those yonder; being at a distance within view or at a place or 

in a direction known or indicated 
7. spy  - someone who secretly watches the movement or actions of  
    other people 
8. outcast - someone who is not accepted by other people 
9. pennon - a long usually triangular or swallow-streamer typically   
    attached to the head of a lance as an ensign 
10. storm  - a sudden occurrence of something in large amounts. 
 

 
Learning Activity 22  
1. Simile 
2. Metaphor 
3. Personification 
Grammar Activity 22  
1. B  4. A 
2. A  5. B 
3. C 
 
Vocabulary Activity 23  
1.   Skand so onh 
  a.  My father made a skand so onh for our new house.  
  b.  The only remembrance I have is my friend’s skand so onh of her face. 
2.   Mask  
  a.  There will be a mask festival in the village next week.   
  b.  Every province in Papua New Guinea has its own mask. 
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3.   Map  
  a. A world map is hanged in    
  b.  The map in the library is already old.  
4.  Reflect  
  a.   I always reflect on what I learn from my parents. 
  b.   The teacher asked us to reflect on the story. 
5.   Artifact  
  a.  The artifact found in a cave has been in the museum since last year. 
  b.  The archeologist went inside the cave to collect some artifacts. 
 

 
Learning Activity 23  
Works will vary but here is how you can mark your work. Ask for someone to help you mark. 
 

Criteria 

 

Excellent 

(5 points) 

Very Good 

( 4 points) 

Good 

(3 points) 

Fair 

(2 points) 

Poor 

(1 point) 

1. Design 

--Represents a PNG    

    culture 

     

2. Resourcefulness/ 

     Materials 

-- Uses indigenous, 

inexpensive and 

    recycled materials 

     

3. Craftsmanship and     

     neatness 

     

Yours scores      

Your final score  

 
 
Grammar Activity 23  
1. in 
2. into 
3. by 
4. from 
5. off 
 
Vocabulary Activity 24  
1.   compact - closely or firmly packed or joined together   
2.   complex  - a group of things that are connected in complicated ways    
3.  perspective  - the capacity to view things in their true relations or relative  

  importance  
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4.  obvious   - easy for the mind to understand or recognise; easy to see or  
    notice 
5.          implied            - to express something in an indirect way; to suggest something 

without saying or showing it plainly  
6.   logical    -  sensible or reasonable 
7.          sibilance          - having, containing, or producing the sound of or a sound resembling 

that of the s or the sh in sash 
8.   cacophony   - unpleasant loud sounds 
9.   recurrent   - happening or appearing again and again 
10.       seafaring          - the activity of travelling on the sea especially while working on a 

boat or a ship 
 

 
Learning Activity 24  
Answers may vary 
1. The line ‘He followed a rainbow upon his return and came to a cemetery’ interests 
 me because when we say one follows the rainbow, it usually means he or she follows 
 something happy and bright. However, after following a rainbow the person finds a 
 cemetery which is a place of sadness. 
2. The rainbow and the eyeholes are the symbols in the poem. The rainbow symbolizes 

treasure which the poet refers to the learning of reality in life. The eyeholes symbolize the 
poet’s father’s way of viewing or seeing things which was passed on to him. They are 
important because they show the significance of our ancestors and the effect they can 
have on us. 

 
3.  Poetic techniques are used to create pictures with words in the poem, by doing this, the 

reader is able to visualise the subject better. Sound techniques are used by poets to convey 
and reinforce the meaning or experience of poetry through the skillful use of sound to 
create an emotional response. In the poem ‘Looking Thru those Eyeholes’, the readers are 
able to visualise the image through the poet’s use of poetic techniques. 

 
4. Rhythm is literally the heartbeat of a poem and serves as the backdrop from which 
 the ideas and imagery can flow. Rhyme is the musicality behind the words and the 
 way the phrases come together. These two elements represent the framework of 
 poems and the techniques that set poetry apart from other prose writing. 

 
5. Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work that maybe 

stated directly or indirectly. The theme of the poem ’Looking Thru Those Eyeholes’ is 
acceptance of death. The passing away of the narrator’s father is like a pot of gold buried in 
the earth and looking thru his eyeholes signifies the importance of ancestors and the effect 
they can have on the readers especially the future generation.  

 
 
Grammar Activity 24  
1. or 
2. and 
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3. but 
4. though 
5. nor 
6. but 
7. to 
8. but 
9. or 
10. and 
 
Vocabulary Activity 25  
1.  Translate - to change words from one language to another language 
2. Sentence          - The repairman needs someone to translate this Chinese   

   instruction    to English so he can install the new machine.    
3.  Literal          - involving ordinary or usual meaning of a word 

Sentence - I just want the literal meaning of that word. 
4.  Profound    - very strongly felt 

Sentence - The people expressed their profound gratitude to the doctor. 
5.  Exact            - completely accurate 

Sentence - Mother gave me an exact amount to buy rice. 
6.  Scene           - a piece of continuous action in a play or film 

Sentence - The story The Tell Tale Heart has a scary scene.  
7.  Translator   - a person who translates one language to another language 

Sentence -  Martha works as a translator in the embassy of China. 
8.  Reword      - to put (something) into different words 

Sentence - Our teacher asked us to reword the sentence on the board.  
9.  Transfuse   - to cause to pass from one to another; to transmit 

Sentence - The doctor said that they need to transfuse blood to the   
  patient. 

10.  Theory        - a set of principles on which the practice of an activity is based. 
Sentence - What scientific theory was used for that experiment? 

10. Figurative   - departing from a literal use of words; metaphorical. 
 Sentence - Gold, in the figurative language of the people was the “tears  
    wept by the sun.” 
 

 
Learning Activity 25  

Real man  

Real man, you beat your wife at the roadside 
Then you beat your chest, and brag and boast 
You don’t understand they’ll take you to court 
You’re behaving just like a troublemaker 

Real man, you hold a club and think you’re a man 
You shout and swagger like you own the land 
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But when you’re unarmed, you flee 
You know you will not stand firm then 

Real men don’t beat their wives 
Real men know how to protect their wives 
Real men are not troublemakers 
But real men know how to fight 
You’re not a real man; you’re a fraud 

Translation: Keith Jackson & Phil Fitzpatrick 

Grammar Exercise  
1.  Niagara Falls is viewed by thousands of tourists every year. 
2.  The ceiling of the Sistine Chapel was painted by Michelangelo. 
3.  He was saddened by the news. 
4. The majority of consumers prefer imported cars. 
5. With electronic cigarettes, there will be no smoky smell on your clothes or skin 
6.  Uploading a video to YouTube can help exposure for your business. 
7. The price of a resort vacation includes meals, tips, and equipment rentals which  makes 
 your trip cost-effective. 
8. The museum has a huge collection of African art 
9.  It was a spacious room with lit candles all over. 
10.  Symptoms of the flu include fever and nasal congestion 
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GLOSSARY 
 
 
Adjective  - word that describes a noun or a pronoun 
Adjective phrase - group of words that fulfills the function of an adjective 
Allegory  - a story with two levels of meaning; one level is obvious,   
    while the other reveals events or characters that    
    symbolise a moral, political, or social point of view. 
Alliteration  - repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words (or  
    accented syllables) 
Ambiguity  - where an expression is capable of more than one meaning 
Antagonist  - in drama or fiction, the character who opposes the hero or  
    protagonist  
Assonance  - repetition or similarity of vowel sounds in a group of words 
Atmosphere  - background noise, such as birds, within a scene; general mood 
Audience  - person or group of people who are targeted by written, visual  
    or oral text 
Cacophony  - unpleasant loud sounds 
Character  - imaginary person in a piece of writing or visual/oral text 
Characterisation - way in which a writer creates a character; techniques and   
    methods to ‘draw’ a character in a piece of fiction  
Climax   - point of highest tension in a story 
Complications  - actions which intensify the central conflict in a story or play 
Conclusion  - final section of a written piece or speech that draws together  
    the ideas discussed in the body of the writing 
Conflict  - struggle between opposing forces or people, usually resolved  
    at the end of the story or play  
Content  - subject of a piece of writing 
Costume  - clothing used to establish an actor as a particular character in a  
    particular place 
Denouement  - final sequence, events of a story that provide a sense of overall  
    conclusion; also known as the resolution 
Dialogue  - what the characters in a play or story say; spoken language  
    conveying meaning to the listener 
Diction   - choice of words; the way words are spoken 
Documentary  - non-fiction programme in which reporters or interviewers   
    investigate facts 
Drama   - play, intended for performance (usually) in a theatre 
Effect   - what the reader sees, hears, considers realizes as a result of  
    the form and content of a text  
Emotion  - feeling; feeling communicated by a speaker or an actor 
Emotive  - arousing emotion 
Exposition  - initial sequences, events of a story 
Expressions  - using the body and the face to transmit emotion and the   
    figurative expressions 
Fact   - something that is true and can be supported by evidence
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Figurative  - words/phrase that do not mean exactly what they say because  
    they use figures of speech; language that must be interpreted  
Flashback  - technique that shows/tell what happened at some time before  
    the events of the narration 
Free verse  - unrhymed verse without a metrical pattern 
Genre   - the type or category into which texts are grouped 
Hyperbole  - deliberate exaggeration used to shock or amuse listeners 
Idiom   - phrase or sentence that has a different meaning to its literal  
    meaning 
Imagery  - descriptive or figurative use of language 
Irony   - when what is said is the opposite of what is meant 
Literature  - writing valued for its beauty of style or thought 
Lyric (poetry)  - to do with thoughts and emotions (originally intended for   
    singing) short poem that expresses thoughts and feelings 
Metaphor  - a very close and direct comparison, where one thing ‘becomes’  
    another 
Metre   - number of stressed beats in a line of verse 
Mood   - feeling or atmosphere created by a piece of writing  
Narrative  - the telling of a story 
Narrative  - poetry that tells a story 
Non-fiction  - writing that is about real events, places and people  
Novel   - work of fiction that tells a story 
Nub   - essence  
Onomatopoeia - words that imitate the sound of the thing spoken about 
Personification - giving human qualities to a non-human thing 
Persuasive language - language used to influence opinion 
Plot   - what happens in a story or play; why it happens and the order  
    of events  
Poetry   - literary genre that varies widely in form; poetry is ‘the best  
    words in their best order’ (Coleridge) 
Point of view  - answer to the question ‘who is telling the story/relating the  
    events in a piece of writing?’ 
Prologue  - is the introduction to a work of literature. 
Props   - items that can be used by an actor to convey character 
Protagonist  - main character (sometimes hero) in a text 
Purpose  - what the text is for, what it aims to achieve  
Resolution   - final sequences, events of a story that provide a sense of   
    overall conclusion, also known a denouement  
Rhyme   - repetition of final sounds in two or more words  
Rhythm  - pattern in verse created by use of different combinations of  
    stressed and unstressed syllable 
Satire   - is the use of mocking or exaggerated humour to ridicule   
    faults and vices in our society. 
Scene   - part of a drama or film occurring in one time or place 
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Set   - physical structures and furniture used to create the look of  
    where the action of a play takes place 
Setting   - the time, place and context in which the events of piece of  
    writing, play or film occur 
Short story  - literary genre that takes the form of a short prose narrative 
Simile   - comparison between two things using words ‘like’ or ‘as’ 
Social context  - general state of a society; attitudes, beliefs and feelings   
    operating within that society  
Stanza   - block of verse (groups of lines) in a poem 
Stereotype  - generalized image or expectation of a person or a group of  
    people 
Style   - broad term used to describe how a text is written; it   
    encompasses point of view, diction, syntax, structure, tone,  
    figurative language and register 
Symbol  - an object, image or word that represents another idea 
Symbolism  - the use of one thing (usually concrete) to represent another  
    (usually abstract) 
Theme   - idea, message or central concept explored in a piece of writing 
Tone   - attitude behind a piece of writing or line of speech 
Tragedy  - describes the events surrounding the main character’s   
    fall from greatness 
Visual image  - word or phrase that creates a picture in a reader’s mind 
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http://www.methodist.org.uk/ucr-juliaedwards/
http://www.hrsbstaff.ednet.ns.ca/elementsofshortstory.html
http://www.literarydevices.net/style
http://www.wikihow/write-a-story
http://www.eluprogram.com/elementsof
http://www.cliffnotes.com/literature/the
http://www.englishtenses.com/
http://www.writngforward.com/
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STUDENT’S QUESTIONNAIRE 
Course_________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Student, 
 
We would like to seek your views about this course module, its strengths, and its weaknesses in 
order for us to improve it. We therefore request you to fill in this questionnaire and submit it then 
you finish this course. If the space provided is insufficient, kindly use a separate sheet. Do not 
write your name. Thank you for your cooperation.  
 
Please tick the appropriate box. 

 
 Items Excellent V. Good Good Poor Give 

specific 
examples 
if poor 
(For 
example: 
Units & 
Pages 

1 Logical presentation of content          
  

2 The use of language          
 

3 The style of language?          
 

4 Explanation of concepts          
 

5 Use of tables          
 

6 Use of graphs          
 

7 Use of diagrams/illustrations          
 

8 How are the student activities?          
 

9 How is feedback to questions?          
 

10 Do the units cover the course syllabus?          
 

11 If not, which of the topics are not covered?          
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STUDENT’S COMMENTS  
 
My Problems/Comments 
 
Do you have any problem you need advice on? 
Do you have any comments about the course book? 
If you do, then write them in the space provided. 
 
Dear Teacher, 
 
My Problems: 
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Comments on the Unit Book 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________



 
 

 

 

PROVINCIAL CENTRES 

 
 

1 DARU P. O. Box 68, 
Daru 

6459033  72228146 Provincial 
Coordinator 

2 KEREMA P. O. Box 86, 
Kerema 

6481303  72228124 Provincial 
Coordinator 

3 CENTRAL C/- FODE HQ 3419228 72228110 Provincial 
Coordinator 

4 ALOTAU P. O. Box 822, 
Alotau 

6411343 / 
6419195 

72228130 / 
73894220 

Provincial 
Coordinator 

5 POPONDETTA P. O. Box 71, 
Popondetta 

6297160 / 
6297678  

72228138 Provincial 
Coordinator 

6 MENDI P. O. Box 237, 
Mendi 

5491264 / 
72895095 

72228142 Provincial 
Coordinator 

7 GOROKA P. O. Box 990, 
Goroka 

5322085 / 
5322321 

72228116 Provincial 
Coordinator 

8 KUNDIAWA P. O. Box 95, 
Kundiawa 

5351612  72228144 Provincial 
Coordinator 

9 MT HAGEN P. O. Box 418, 
Mt. Hagen 

5421194 / 
5423332 

72228148 Provincial 
Coordinator 

10 VANIMO P. O. Box 38, 
Vanimo 

4571175 / 
4571438 

72228140 Provincial 
Coordinator 

11 WEWAK P. O. Box 583, 
Wewak 

4562231/ 
4561114 

72228122 Provincial 
Coordinator 

12 MADANG P. O. Box 2071, 
Madang 

4222418 72228126 Provincial 
Coordinator 

13 LAE P. O. Box 1562, 
Lae 

4725508 / 
4721162  

72228132 Provincial 
Coordinator 

14 KIMBE P. O. Box 328, 
Kimbe 

9835110 72228150 Provincial 
Coordinator 

15 RABAUL P. O. Box 83, 
Kokopo 

9400314  72228118 Provincial 
Coordinator 

16 KAVIENG P. O. Box 284, 
Kavieng 

9842183 72228136 Provincial 
Coordinator 

17 BUKA P. O. Box 154, 
Buka 

9739838 72228108 Provincial 
Coordinator 

18 MANUS P. O. Box 41, 
Lorengau 

9709251 72228128 Provincial 
Coordinator 

19 NCD C/- FODE HQ 3230299 Ext 
26 

72228134 Provincial 
Coordinator 

20 WABAG P. O. Box 259, 
Wabag 

5471114  72228120 Provincial 
Coordinator 
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English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Social Science 

Commerce 

Grades 9 & 10 

English 

Formal Mathematics 

Practical Mathematics 

Science 

Social Science 

Commerce 

Design and Technology- 

Computing 

Personal Development 

 

REMEMBER: 

In each grade, you must study English, Formal Mathematics, Science and 
Social Science. Commerce and Practical Math are optional. Your Provincial 
Coordinator or Supervisor will give you more information regarding each 
subject. 

Certificate in 

Matriculation 

CORE COURSES 
Basic English 
English 1 
English 2 
Basic Maths 
Maths 1 
Maths 2 
Histroy of Science & 
Technology 
 

OPTIONAL COURSES 
 

Science Streams: Biology   
Chemistry, Physics and Social 
Science Streams: Geography, 
Introduction to Economics and 
Asia  
and the Modern World REMEMBER: 

You must successfully complete 8 courses; 5 compulsory and 3 optional. 

Grades 7 & 8 

SUBJECT AND GRADE TO STUDY 

English 

Formal Mathematics 

Practical Mathematics 

Science 

Social Science 

Business Studies 

ICT 

Personal Development 

 

Grades 11 & 12 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


